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Oil prosperity has hit the trail for a long hike, ap- 
parently. : 





Beware of the running account. It runs rapidly 


into money. 





German diplomats are past masters in the art of 
putting things across. Crosses, double and iron, 
are their stock in trade. 





Now the Royal Dutch company is arranging to lo- 
cate a refinery at Irvine, Ky. In the matter of 
catching on it’s hard to beat the Dutch. 





New Year’s resolutions have been unanimously 
adopted and carefully filed. They have been 
prompted by good intentions. What a pity they 
are so soon to be forgotten! 





Theft of casing and other movable things on 
leases in the Mid-Continent fields, is common. Some 
of the thieves would steal even the drilled holes 
if they could get away with them. 





Many of those alleged “oil millionaires,’ in the 
news of the day, are really “thousandaires” or “hun- 
dredaires.” Fanciful writers supply the cyphers to 
adorn the tale, in numerous sensational instances. 





American dyes are making progress as trade com- 
modities abroad, $7,000,000 worth having been sold 
during the past year in foreign countries. After the 
war, dye makers will find the situation different. 
European competitors will be called to the colors 
of trade again. 





Strange things are happening. German diplomats 
are favorable to Wilson’s peace proposition, while 
our near-allies of the Entente Powers are almost 
unfriendly with us because of Wilson’s nerve in 
daring to suggest the holding of an international 
peace pow-wow. 





Oil Creek, in Pennsylvania, is not the only famous 
creek of that kind. A creek in Burma runs through 
a petroleum district. ‘“Yena” is Burmese for oil. 
“Choung” or “Young” means creek. Hence Oil 
Creek. V. P. H. Nasse, in the Petroleum Review, 
says the Burmese oil field name, correctly spelled, 
is “Yenachoung.” 





Von Hindenberg predicts victory for the Germans 
in the spring. His scheme is to beat Russia to a 
standstill and force a separate peace. Then the 
full force of the Teutonic warriors will strike de- 
cisively at the Entente in the West., These predic- 
tions are very interesting—even if the average ob- 
server fails to take them seriously. 





Tax on automobiles at the factories, is to be 
favored by Democratic members of Congress. Heavy 
income tax is also to be legalized if Democratic pol- 
icies prevail. There is a deficit of $300,000,000 to 
be met. Henry Ford, who is one of the Administra- 
tion’s strong supporters, should be especially inter- 
ested in those automobile and income-tax proposi- 
tions. 





When the Roumanians fled from the Teutons in 
the oil fields near Ploesti they only burned one 
tank of oil. Immense stores fell into the hands of 
the enemy. Entente newspapers deplore the fail- 
ure of the Roumanians as incendiaries. Civilization 
is inverted by war. To destroy property in time of 
peace, by applying the torch, would be deemed a 
burning shame. 





“We are a nation of economic illiterates,” says 
Banker F. A. Vanderlip. This charge may seem 
harsh, but there is much truth in it. The majority 
of Americans sidestep political economy. Political 
expediency is what interests them. Demagogues 
and business crooks would have a poorer showing 
if sound economic principles were generally under- 
stood by the people. 





Oil prices going up; wages of men engaged in 
the industry ascending; oil in new fields gushing 
from the depths to the surface; hopes that were 
dormant are being elevated; ambitions of big and 
little operators are climbing. There’s a high old 
time generally in the oil game. And January 1, 
1917, was the happiest New Year day in the history 
of the petroleum business in America. 





In Doniphan County, Kansaas, a fishing job is 
regarded by the natives as a conspiracy to mystify 
oil wells and enable leasers to grab up territory. 
And it is maintained, locally, that the sucker-fishing 
season should be closed. William Bunco can’t fool 
the average Kansas farmer. The Kansas agricul- 
turist, in seeing things, is a natural-born detective, 
by Heck! He wants a bonus, and the more bones 
in it the better. 





Oil news from London still contains references to 
that proposed pipe line from the United States to 
Great Britain, under the waters of the Atlantic. 
And an item from Australia describes the manner 
in which a subterranean gas explosion blew a chasm 
in the earth thousands of feet deep, oil being ob- 
servable at the bottom of the excavation. American 
oil writers are pikers when compared with foreign 
experts in petroleum literature. 





Army surgeons have found a way of silencing 
mules and stopping their habit of braying. This 
surgical discovery is one of the results of war ex- 
periments. A slight operation on the nostril of a 
mule puts an end to the animal’s vocal efforts. If 
the surgeons could apply their skill in like manner 
to those men who disturb everybody in hearing dis- 
tance by a constant clamor of senseless, distracting 
words, what a relief would result! 





To extinguish a gasoline flame, a mixture of bi- 
carbonate of soda and sawdust is scientifically rec- 
ommended. The Oklahoman, in an article on the 
subject, asquiesces in the prescription, but is afraid 
the house will burn down while the interested 
parties are chasing around to the drug store and 
the sawmill to get the required material. The 
Oklahoman’s point is well taken, but it should not 
expect science and practice to have a working 
agreement in all cases. 





Llama Akewangyenlinpuleh, of Thibet, is to 
search that country very thoroughly for a boy who 
is supposed to be a reincarnation of Kanchurwa 
Hutuhktu, formerly the living Buddha, now de- 
ceased. When the late Kan. etc. died, his spirit 
is supposed to have been transmigrated to the 
body of a mascuiine infant. Oriental religion de- 
mands much of those who believe, but the credulity 
required is not lacking. Nothing is too absurd to be 
accepted as a sanctified fact. Nothing so credulous 
can be imagined excepting the blind faith of those 





who still believe in W. J. Bryan. 


WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





Increased prices for crude in the various fields 
proved an important feature of the week ending 
December 30. In many districts drilling was sus- 
pended on account of the holiday season and com- 
pletions were not as numerous as in the preceding 
weeks. At Garber, in Garfield County, Okla., a well 
on the Champlin farm, Section 24-22-12, has 800 feet 
of oil in the hole and looks like a profitable venture. 
It is located one-half mile west of the discovery 
well on the Hoy farm and is considered of utmost 
importance in determining the western limits of 
the pool. Two miles south of this test, the Shriver 
well is dry in the 1,100-foot sand. The Bixby pool, 
in Tulsa County, furnished a 300-barrel well and 
several others that started from 200 down to 75 
barrels daily. The best completion in the Bird 
Creek pool, north of Tulsa, started at 150 barrels. 
In Section 20-20-7, Pawnee County, a 100-barrel well 
was finished. The best well reported in Wagoner 
County started at 500 barrels. It is located in Sec- 
tion 32-18-15. In the Boock sand development, in 
Okmulgee County, a 400-barrel well was reported 
on a lease recently purchased by the Cosden Oil & 
Gas Company. The Claremore pool, in Rogers 
County, was extended by the completion of a 30- 
barrel well. Shamrock’s largest well started flow- 
ing 1,500 barrels daily. 

Interest continues in developments at Potwin, 
Butler County, Kan., where a wildcat test recently 
caused activity in leasing. At El Dorado, the Dil- 
lenbeck well, one mile in advance of production, is 
pumping 150 barrels daily. At Eureka, Greenwood 
County, a wildcat venture which showed consider- 
able oil will be equipped to pump. Leases in that 
locality have been sold at prices ranging from $50 
to $100 an acre. The first showing of oil in Sumner 
County, Kansas, was reported in Section 13-34-2, 
where a pay sand was found at 819 feet. 

The Goose Creek pool, in the Gulf Coast field, 
reported a well that started flowing 10,000 barrels 
daily. It is located in the old section of the pool 
and was completed at 2,580 feet, establishing a 
new producing level for Goose Creek. Advances 
of 20 cents in the market lead to the belief that 
the purchasing companies may abandon the con- 
tract system of purchases and pay posted quotations 
for oil. 

A well that started producing 2,200 barrels daily 
was eompleted in the 1,965-foot sand at Electra, in 
the Texas Panhandle field. Another well in the 
same field, at 2,024 feet, produced 150 barrels of oil 
and 15,000,000 feet of gas during the first 24 hours. 
An important well in Stephens County found oil at 
3,127 feet in a formation similar to the Trenton 
rock of Ohio. In Archer County, the Wilson ranch 
well was drilled into salt water at 1,533 feet. 

Production of the Northern Louisiana field con- 
tinues to slowly decline, with but little prospective 
territory in sight. Another effort is to be made 
by the Gulf Refining Company to find more oil in 
the Crichton pool. In the Hart’s Island gas field, 
a number of tests are being made for oil. 

No completions of importance were reported from 
the Eastern fields: The advance in‘ the price of 
credit balances to $2.85 was the feature of the 
week. The good wells in Springhill Township, 
Greene County, Pa., are holding up strongly. 

Wolfe County, Kentucky, is attracting more at- 
tention since the completion of two paying wells 
east of the Irvine pool. The sand is found from 
800 to 1,200 feet and is from 35 to 90 feet in thick- 
ness. Leasing continues active in Kentucky and 
Tennessee. Two 150-barrel wells and a number of 
smaller ones were completed in the Irvine pool. 
The Allen County field continues interesting. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the past week 
was as follows: Caddo, 24,165 barrels; Electra, 
26,500 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 1,500 
barrels; Kansas, 62,000 barrels; Oklahoma, outside 
of Cushing, Healdton and Shamrock, 116,500 bar- 
rels; Cushing and Shamrock, 81,250 barrels; Heald- 
ton, 56,600 barrels; total, 368,515 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 56,000 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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OFFER OF RESERVES REFUSED. 





At Washington, recently, during a hearing on the 
Phelan amendment to the Ferris Leasing Bill, for- 
mer Governor Gillett and Louis Titus, on behalf of 
the California producers, said that the Standard Oil 
Company and the Associated Oil Company would 
deed their claims to the Government in Reserve No. 
1 if the Navy Department would cease its objection 
to the Phelan amendment. Gillett said that with 
the navy in undisputed possession of all of Reserve 
No. 1, the Government would have a tract of 38,000 
acres of oil lands, which would supply the navy 
with all the oil it would need for many years. The 
Standard owns one section and the Associated three 
sections in Reserve No. 1. The Geological Survey, 
Gillett declared, has intimated there is enough oil 
in Reserve No. 1 to supply the navy for 40 years. 

Much to the surprise of the oil claimants, As- 
sistant Secretary Roosevelt flatly refused this offer. 
Roosevelt declared there is nearly twice as much 
oil in Reserve No. 2, in which are located all of 
the small claims now in litigation with the Govern- 
ment, as there is in Reserve No. 1. 

Gillett explained that if the Government secured 
all of Reserve No. 1 it would get more oil than if 
the Standard and Associated worked their wells in 
that reserve, as this would gradually exhaust the 
field. Roosevelt, however, said he would not agree 
to the proposition and thereby made known the 
intention of the Administration to pursue its “drive” 
against the oil interests of California, regardless of 
the offers made. The Administration is determined 
to have its own way about oil reservation and 
will make no compromise or deals. It is to be war 
to the knife. 

In this connection some of those enthusiastic Wil- 
son supporters in the oil fields of California, who 
last November opposed Candidate Hughes because 
it was feared that the latter might install Pinchot 
as Secretary of the Interior, in the event of election, 
are now wondering why they were so foolish as to 
cast their votes as they did. They should have 
known, all along, that Wilson is an utra-conserva- 
tionist, so far as oil is concerned, and that petro- 
leum developers on Government land have little to 
expect from him. The offer made to the Govern- 
ment and refused by Assistant Secretary Roosevelt 
was a fair and generous one. It should have been 
so regarded by the Administration bureaucrats and 
their chief, but they had other fish to fry, and the 
fight against the oil interests is likely to be con- 
tinued indefinitely. 





KANSAS OIL TAX IS PLANNED. 





During the coming term of the Kansas Legis- 
lature, a measure will be introduced to place a gross 
production tax on petroleum in the State. The gross 
production tax on Oklahoma oil is a model for the 
proposed Kansas law. It is to be a tax on oil along 
the lines followed in taxing sand and gravel taken 
from navigable Kansas streams. 

Topeka correspondence gives an estimate on the 
probable revenue derivable from a gross production 
tax levied on Kansas oil and gas and the figures 
reach $1,000,000. It is proposed to make the rate 
of taxation 10 cents a barrel on oil and one cent per 
thousand cubic feet on gas. 

It is not likely that the laws, if passed, would turn 
all the tax into the Kansas State treasury. One 
suggestion already made is that one-third go into 
the general revenue fund of the State, one-third to 
the State school fund, and one-third to the road 
funds of the counties in which the tax is collected. 

The measure undoubtedly will be fought bitterly 
by the oil and gas men. But it would help build 
good roads, help the schools, help solve the high 
cost of living for the State, and place the burden 
on the oil and gas men instead of the farmers, its 
advocates declare. 





GAS TROUBLE IN INDIANA TOWNS. 





Chairman Thomas Duncan, of the Public Service 
Commission of Indiana, at a recent conference on 
gas shortage, expressed the belief, in forcible terms, 
that the Central Indiana Gas Company, in order to 
protect its investments and at the same time serve 
the public, should erect a central plant where arti- 
ficial gas can be manufactured, this gas to be piped 
in the lines now used in distributing natural gas 
to the towns depending on that fuel. 

J. H. Maxon, of Muncie, representing the gas com- 
pany, said the present shortage would mean such 
a loss in revenue as to amount to the total bond 
interest of the company. Maxon said he believed 
10 years would see the artificial gas distributed in 
greater volume than now. He proposes to send a 
letter to all customers of the company asking for 
their opinions as to what the company should do. 

J. L. Crouse, City Attorney of Alexandria, who 





attended the hearing, said he had interviewed the 
Mayor, Councilmen and representative citizens in 
Alexandria, and that they seemed to feel the gas 
company was doing all it could to protect the serv- 
ice at this time. 

Chairman Duncan declared that “this is the first 
loud toll of the death-knell of your natural gas.” 

Then he favored either the rehabilitation of for- 
mer artificial gas plants in the cities and towns 
supplied by the company, or the erection of a cen- 
tral plant, but said such ideas formed only his own 
opinions and that he had not asked other commis- 
sioners their feeling in the matter. 

Nothing resulted from the conference but the 
conviction that Indiana has little to depend upon in 
its natural gas supply and that some new arrange- 
ment—possibly the gas-from-coal proposition—would 
have to be made. 





OKLAHOMA’S PETROLEUM PROSPECTS. 





In a recent address on the subject of petroleum, 
Charles N. Gould predicted that oil in paying quan- 
tities would be produced in Oklahoma during the 
next 50 years. Mr. Gould is a geologist and oil en- 
gineer and has studied oil conditions in this State 
quite thoroughly. Probably one-half to two-thirds 
of the oil territory of Oklahoma, he said, has been 
discovered and probably one-third of the oil has 
been taken from the ground. These figures, Mr. 
Gould warned his hearers, were purely speculative. 

Other oil experts give the oil business 75 years 
of activity in Oklahoma, basing their guesses on 
the immensely productive layers of thick sands in 
the Healdton field. 

Now that Oklahoma oil is bringing better prices 
than formerly, a general drilling movement may 
be anticipated. Defined areas will be drilled over 
thoroughly and wildcatting is bound to spread over 
the undeveloped regions far and wide. New pools 
will be discovered from time to time, but nobody 
expects that another Cushing is to be tapped. The 
finding of a region like Cushing is a rare experi- 
ence in the oil business. 





IMPORTANT OIL CASE DECIDED. 





In the Supreme Count of Oklahoma, on Dec. 26, 
was decided a case which is of interest to oil men. 
In this action the Paraffine Oil Company had been 
sued by W. I. and A. C. Cruce, W. R. Bleakmore 
and C. R. Smith, for the cancellation of a lease in 
the Healdton field. The Carter County District 
Court had given a judgment in favor of the lessors 
and the high court upholds that judgment. The 
terms of the lease were that the oil company should 
drill in a well in 30 days, and if the production war- 
ranted, to drill in other wells until they had com- 
pleted eight in the year. The company drilled three 
wells, all of which produced oil, but they then quit 
drilling, contending that the price of oil at the time 
did not justify further development. The court took 
another view after ascertaining what was paid for 
the oil, and held that the company had violated 
the contract when it failed to drill the eight wells 
in the year as agreed. The tract is one of the best 
in the Healdton field. 

In oil lease matters, the safest way for all con- 
cerned is to abide by terms as agreed upon. Con- 
tracts are. seriously considered in courts of law, re- 
gardless of any side issues that may develop. 





BEDFORD BEGAN AS DRY GOODS CLERK. 





Alfred C. Bedford was a dry goods clerk some 
years ago. He held down the job for nine months. 
Then he became an employe of the Bergenport 
Chemical Company, a Standard subsidiary, at a 
salary that was very small. Bedford was then 18 
years old. It so happened that the chemical com- 
pany put him in its manufacturing department. He 
made himself useful and acquired as much knowl- 
edge about the business as was possible. Bedford 
was a worker from start to finish and the company 
which employed him appreciated his skill and in- 
dustry. He was promoted. He kept on going 
higher. The other day he was chosen as successor 
to John D. Archbold, deceased, as president of the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. 

All clerks cannot attain high places, but all can 
profit by attending to business and making them- 
selves useful. 

Mr. Bedford is a practical business man and is 
keeping abreast of the times. A New York news- 
paper quotes him as saying that the affairs of the 
Standard Oil Company are to be hedged about by 
no old-fashioned business aloofness. ‘Seekers for 
information about the company’s affairs and activi- 
ties will find an open house at No. 26 Broadway,” 
he said. It is evident that his policies are to be 
progressive. 





HEAT-UNIT STANDARD IS NEEDED. 





In a paper read at Boston last month, W. R. Ad- 
dicks, of the Consolidated Gas Company, of New 
York, declared that from a gas manufacturers’ point 
of view, the supply of oil for gas manufacturing pur- 
poses is a matter requiring serious consideration. 
The important question, he said, is not whether 
there is oil in the market at a price that the gas 
manufacturer can afford to pay for it and still sell 
the gas‘ product at a price which is governed, not 
by elements of cost or supply and demand, but by 
an edict of a legally constituted body such as the 
Gas or Public Service Commission. 

Undoubtedly there is a great deal more naphtha 
or gasoline in the market today than there was in 
1891, but gas companies, though universally using 
naphtha or gasoline at that time, could not afford 
to use it today. On March 6, 1913, the joint com- 
mittee on calorimetry of the Public Service Com- 
mission and Gas Corporations in the Second Public 
Service District, New York State, said in their re- 
port on page 8, paragraph 8: . 

“Inventors of oil engines are perfecting their de- 
vices rapidly, which results in much more extended 
direct use of oil for power generation. Oil used in 
this way commands a higher price than when used 
for gas enrichment. The United States and other 
governments are resorting to increased use of oil 
fuel for war vessels, and their needs are so para- 
mount that price is not a critical factor. (Refer- 
ence: ‘The Production of Petroleum in 1911,’ U. S. 
Geological Survey, 1912.)” 

Mr. Addicks also quotes other official authorities 
and is convinced that oil prices are to be higher 
in the time to come. The Government’s use of 
fuel oil in ever-increasing quantities and other 
phases of the situation are considered in his paper 
and then he proceeds to say: . 

As compared with the foregoing figures of 
the oil requirements of the Government, it is 
interesting to note that the Consolidated Gas 
Company, of New York, the largest gas com- 
pany in this country, will probably use for the 
year 1917 but 112,000,000 gallons of oil. It is 
believed that even this quantity of oil is diffi- 
cult for the oil companies to supply and this 
fact is reflected in an increase of price amount- 
ing to 66% over the price current. I am con- 
vinced that the oil the gas companies require 
could be sold at a material advance for other 
purposes over the prices charged to them. I 
am impressed with the fact that the oil com- 
panies are no longer dependent upon the gas 
companies to use up their heavy oil, as oil suit- 
able to gas-enriching purposes is equally suit- 
able for power and fuel purposess. 

I am convinced that if something is not done 
promptly toward establishing a standard for 
gas that will depend upon heat units and not 
upon candlepower, and permit a larger choice 
of raw materials, that the gas industry will 
face a crisis of greater and more far-reaching 
effect than in 1891, for then, when naphtha was 
withdrawn from the purchasing power of the 
gas company, there still remained available an 
oil product that was within the ability of the 
gas companies to pay for and still sell their 
gas product at established and legal rates. 

Mr. Addicks is not of the alarmist type, but he 
is nevertheless alarmed over the situation which he 
discusses in the gas-manufacturing business. There 
is a crisis in prospect and it will be necessary to 
find ways and means of meeting it. 





SHOULD PROVIDE FOR COAL FUEL. 





Natural gas is an ideal fuel for domestic con- 
sumption and in all districts where it is obtainable 
it is being largely used. The supply is being drawn 
upon heavily and in years to come—not many 
years, either—the gas resources of the country will 
be exhausted. Men who make plans for buildings 
in places where natural gas is used should provide 
for other fuel as well as natural gas, Chimneys 
large enough to serve as outlets for coal-burning 
stoves and furnaces should be included in those 
plans. Natural gas is a temporary boon in the 
world’s history. To coming generations it will be 
merely a memory. 





SUCCESSOR TO JUDGE FLANNELLY. 





Governor Capper, of Kansas, has appointed Jos- 
eph W. Holdren, of Independence, to succeed Thom- 
as' J. Flannelly as Judge of Montgomery County, 
Kan. Judge Holdren is a “native son” and a com- 
petent lawyer. He has been assistant to a County 
Attorney and has been an Assemblyman. In poli- 
tics he is a Republican. Judge Flannelly resigned 
the judicial office Dec. 13 to accept a position as 
general counsel for the Prairie Oil & Gas Company. 


January 4, 1917. 
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PENNSYLVANIA OIL GOING UP. 





On Friday last, the price of Pennsylvania oil was 
marked up by the Seep Purchasing Agency to $2.85 
a barrel, the advance being 10 cents. Other grades 
were advanced 5 cents. Mercer black went up to 
$2.30; Corning, $2.25; Cabell, $2.22; Somerset, $2.05. 

In Southern fields, quotations on oil also were 
elevated. On Thursday the Gulf Pipe Line at Hous- 
ton, Tex., added 10 cents to the price and on Friday 
put on another dime. Spindletop is posted at $1.08, 
Edgerly at 95 cents and all other Gulf Coast fields 
at $1. Other increases are as follows: 

By the Magnolia Oil Company, North Texas and 
Cushing, $1.40; Corsicana and Healdton, 75 cents— 
an advance of 10 cents. 

By The Texas Company, North Texas, $1.50, an 
advance of 10 cents; Caddo light, $1.40, an advance 
of 10 cents; De Soto light, $1.30, an advance of 20 
cents; Crichton light, $1.10, an advance of 10 cents. 

On Friday also, all pipe line companies operating 
in the Northwest Louisiana field posted an advance 
of 10 cents per barrel on all grades of crude oil. 
This was the sixth advance since Nov. 29, last. 

The prices posted are: Caddo light, $1.40; De 
Soto, $1.30; Red River, $1.10. 

Mid-Continent oil, Healdton excepted, had previ- 
ously advanced to $1.40. Thus the old year went 
out with flying colors for the oil producers and 
scattered optimism and prospects of great pros- 
perity, far and wide. Things are happening in the 
oil business. On Wednesday, this week, the Prairie 
marked up Mid-Continent oil to $1.50 a barrel. 





ESTIMATE OF 1916 PRODUCTION. 





Preliminary estimates by John D. Northrop, of 
the United States Geological Survey, Department of 
the Interior, indicate that the quantity of crude 
petroleum produced and marketed in the oil fields 
of the United States in 1916 was 292,300,000 barrels. 
This quantity is greater by 4% than the correspond- 
ing output in 1915, which reached the record-break- 
ing total of 281,104,104 barrels. Mr. Northrop esti- 
mates that 38% of the 1916 total came from the 
Oklahoma-Kansas field, 30% from California, and 
the remaining 32% from the Appalachian, Lima-In- 
diana, Illinois, North Texas, North Louisiana, Gulf 
Coast and Rock Mountain fields. 





TO HAVE OIL AND GAS BUREAU? 





During the coming session of the Oklahoma State 
Legislature it is probable that an oil and gas bu- 
reau, to act under the authority and direction of 
the State Corporation Commission, may be estab- 
lished. Differences between the Chief Mine Inspec- 
tor and the Corporation Commission have become 
quite vexatious, it appears, and the proposition is 
made that the conservation movement be central- 
ized in a bureau, the office of a chief conservation- 
ist in charge thereof to be created. This official 
would have ample assistance by bureau attaches. 

In order to fulfill these plans, oil and gas pro- 
ducers would be required to pay fees, of course, 
not only to pay for the conservation, but also leave 
some revenue for the State. Just how the legisla- 
tors will regard the proposal is unknown. Inas- 
much as it will entail additional expense for oil 
men, the legislators will probably favor it. 





OIL COMPANY SEVERELY CENSURED. 





At Champaign, IIl., some days ago, Mrs. Ida E. 
Rivers tried to start.a fire in a stove at her house, 
by using what she supposed was kerosene. There 
Was an explosion and the woman was fatally burned. 
An inquest was held and testimony obtained indi- 
cated that gasoline had either been mixed with 
the kerosene or substituted for it when it was pur- 
chased. The company that had sold the fluid was 
severely censured for careless handling of the oil. 
it was a most grievous mistake all around, the 
woman who used the liquid to start a fire, contrib- 
uting disastrously to the deplorable results that 
followed. “Safety first’ warnings are common in 
this country, but not enough emphasis is given to 
the danger which thoughtless persons incur when 
they use kerosene or other volatile oils in starting 
fires in stoves. 





NEW OIL COUNTY A FAILURE. 





Governor Williams, of Oklahoma, has denied the 
application of many petitioners who desired to have 
a hew county created in the Cushing oil country, 
to be known as Shaffer County. For some time this 
movement has been under way, but it appears that 
its promoters were unable to make a showing suf- 
ficiently strong to produce favorable results. Had 
this county been “erected” it would have been the 
greatest oil-producing county.in the United States. 





OlIL PROMOTER’S ALABAMA FIASCO. 





Once upon a time—to be exact, four years ago— 
E. C. Drew was convicted in a Federal Court on the 
charge of having used the mails to defraud. He 
had organized a company to drill for oil and gas 
in the vicinity of Cordova, Ala., where Charles N. 
Haskell, former Governor of Oklahoma, recently 
struck oil at 800 feet. Drew had induced a number 
of trusting investors to get into the game, and when 
results were not forthcoming the indignant, would- 
be oil prospectors concluded that Drew should be 
locked up for safe-keeping. Experts were called to 
testify in the case and they expressed the positive 
conviction that there was no oil or gas in that part 
of the country. Drew, on the other hand, said he 
was sure there was oil in that district. The jury 
found him guilty of not striking oil and of having 
defrauded the plaintiffs in manner and form, con- 
trary to law, misusing mails, etc., and Mr. Drew 
drew a sentence of five years in the Federal prison 
at Atlanta, Ga. 

If Mr. Drew was permitted last week to read 
newspapers in his present place of retirement, he 
was doubtless much interested in perusing the 
latest news from Alabama. In dispatches at that 
time it was stated that C. N. Haskell, acting on sug- 
gestions by J. H. Gardner, a Tulsa geologist, had 
brought in a paying well at Cordova, aforesaid, and 
that at Flat Creek, some miles distant, another well, 
at a depth of 1,280 feet, had struck oil and gas and 
that C. N. Haskell, J. H. Gardner and J. E. Head, 
of Tulsa, and Fremont Finch, of Birmingham, Ala., 
had leased up 20,000 acres in the vicinity. Should 
expectations be realized, Drew will emerge from 
prison at least partially vindicated. 





SUPPLY OF PETROL IN BRITAIN. 





In the House of Commons, recently, Mr. Lundon, 
one of the members of Parliament who devotes con- 
siderable attention to oil matters, asked if the sys- 
tem of limiting the consumption of petrol set up 
by the Petrol Control Committee is to be continued 
without relaxation, or if petrol consumers have any 


prospect of an early increase in the supplies allot-| 


ted to them. 

Mr. Pretyman said: “The supply of petrol other- 
wise than under license is prohibited by the Finance 
Act of this year, and I could not, at the present 
time, recommend any relaxation of the prohibition 
or hold out hope that the supplies for which licenses 
are now being granted can be materially increased. 
The honorable gentleman is no doubt aware that 
larger supplies are now being allowed for commer- 
cial purposes and small private consumers than 
were available under the original licenses.” 





CALIFORNIA OIL DIVIDENDS LARGE. 





Figures of the State Mining Bureau of California 
show that from 1910 to 1915, both years years in- 
cluded, dividends were paid by oil companies oper- 
ating in that State amounting to a total of $69,628,- 
600. During 1916 the total dividends have cer- 
tainly not been less than $13,000,000 and probably 
much more, on account of the Standard’s increase 
in issued capitalization, and on account of the re- 
sumption of dividend payments by the Union. If 
the stock dividend paid by the Standard last year 
be inclued, the total for 1916 will be very close to 
$40,000,000. 

Of the total dividends recorded by the State Min- 
ing Bureau as having been paid during the years 
1910 to 1915, $39,032,580 was paid by companies 
operating in many fields of the State and doing a 
general marketing and refining business, the bal- 
ance by companies confining their operations to one 
field and generally to the producing end of the in- 
dustry. It will be observed by reference to the 
table below that the dividends of marketing com- 
panies were greater and those of smaller operating 
companies smaller during 1915 than during any 
previous year. 

The total dividends included by the State Mining 
Bureau in its list of payments clearly make no ref- 
erence to the special dividend paid by the Union a 
few years ago, by means of which it distributed to 
the stockholders stock of the new issue to the 
amount of $15,000,000. Were this added to the to- 


.|taI, the same would be close to $120,000,000 paid 


during the whole of the last six years. 





HIGH GRADE SUMNER COUNTY OIL. 





Much interest has been aroused by an oil strike 
in Sumner County, Kan. It is the well of the Nati- 
onal Union Oil & Gas Company, on the Bostright 
farm, in the southwest quarter of Section 13-24-2, 
and 889 feet deep. At 10 feet in the sand the well 
was showing for a 25-barrel daily output and the 
oil is of 483 gravity. This strike is 15 miles north- 
west of the Blackwell field. 


| 





TO TEST POWER OF THE STATE. 





In the State of Ohio the Public Utilities Com- 
mission has taken arbitrary action in forcing natural 
gas companies to shut off connections with manu- 
facturing plants in order to supply domestic con- 
sumers during the period of gas shortage, and the 
East Ohio Gas Company, of Cleveland, has taken 
the issue into court to test the authority of the 
State to thus control and regulate the manner in 
which gas shall be supplied to patrons of the cor- 
poration. The claim is made by the company that 
the Commission’s action in the matter is unconsti- ° 
tutional and with the latter body protest has been 
filed on that ground. 





HEARST’S PAPER BREAKS LOOSE. 





In a recent issue of Hearst’s Examiner, at Los 
Angeles, it is charged that a conspiracy is being 
worked to discredit the Rittman process and keep 
up the price of gasoline. Among those accused of 
crookedness is the Independent Agency and the 
Standard Oil Company. Oil men who are informed, 
only laugh at the attack. The Rittman process has 
not been abandoned. If it proves the claims of its 
inventor, it will be used. The Independent Agency 
is not prepared to invest $25,000 in a Rittman plant 
while there is uncertainty as to results. Rittman 
plants at Pittsburgh, Pa., Casper, Wyo., and Ven- 
tura, Cal., are not making so good a showing as 
has been anticipated. The Pittsburgh plant is shut 
down and the one in Wyoming has suspended oper- 
ations for the present. The California plant is not 
doing anything now. These plants may yet be able 
to produce the results desired. 

As to the Burton process, the Standard Oil Com- 
pany has offered it to any interest desiring to make 
use of the method. Evidently Hearst’s paper is not 
particular about the facts in the situation. 





GEOLOGICAL SURVEY’S OIL REPORT. 
Early publication of oil data by the United States 
Geological Survey is promised in order to make the 
figures promptly available. In the past, the Sur- 
vey’s figures were not given out early enough to 
be of use in the beginning of the new year and com- 
plaints on that score have been made. Now the 
program is changed. It is to be regretted, in this 
connection, that the-Government’s methods of ob- 
taining oil data are as yet lacking in many respects. 
Provision should be made by the Government for a 
more thorough system of obtaining first-hand in- 
formation about the oil industry. Government crop 
reports are of great value to men engaged in trade. 
Government oil reports should be equally important 
if they were equally thorough. 








PLEASURE TRIP BY E. L. DOHENY. 





Some weeks ago a report in the newspapers in- 
dicated that E. L. Doheny, California’s famous oil 
magnate, had visited Cuba and tied up some oil 
concessions. Now the report is contradicted. Do- 
heny merely took a pleasure ride in his yacht to 
the Cuban Republic and while there paid no serious 
attention to any oil matters. Offers were made to 
him there, it is intimated, but he disregarded them 
wholly and the statement is made that the petro- 
leum concerns with which Doheny is affiliated have 
no plans which at present include Cuban oil devel- 
opments. 





WAGE INCREASES IN CALIFORNIA. 





On New Year’s Day, every employe of the Stan- 
dard Oil Company of California receiving wages or 
salary amounting to $250 a month, received a 5% 
increase. Other employes have not only the eight- 
hour day, but a minimum wage scale of $3 a day 
for unskilled labor. Owing to the eight-hour day, 
many new men are obtaining employment with the 
company. 





TO TEST IOWA LAND FOR OIL AND GAS. 





Bentonsport, Van Buren County, Iowa, is con- 
siderably exercised over hopes of the opening of an 
oil field.. A few years ago geologists, after a sur- 
vey of local territory, announced that an anticline 
was there and that it probably contained petroleum. 
Nothing was done about it then, but Charles Baker 
of Des Moines, resolved that something should be 
done. He organized a company, leased 3,000 acres 
of land and is to have a well drilled. Bentonsport 
is a small place and one of the oldest towns in the 
State. It has permitted other towns to pass it and 
become great in matters of thrift. Now it has hopes 
of making up for lost time in attaining a place on 
the map as an oil center. 
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| MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM 











SAMUEL G. 


KENNEDY 


Dr. Samuel Grant Kennedy, of Tulsa, was born 
in Stockton, Mo., June 9, 1865. His parents settled 
on the farm where Dr. Kennedy was born in 1824. 
After finishing a High School course in Stockton, 
Dr. Kennedy settled down to the management of 
his father’s business and continued in that capacity 
till 1889, when the Territory of Oklahoma was 
opened for settlement. He was among the first on 
the townsite of Oklahoma City and remained there 
till 1891, when he came to Tulsa and has continu- 
ously resided here since. Dr. Kennedy took the 
full course in the Kansas City Medical College in 
1889-91 and upon his graduation began the practice 
of medicine in which he was constantly engaged 
till the last three or four years. On September 20, 
1896, Dr. Kennedy married Miss Agnes Lombard, 
daughter of a pioneer French-Indian trader whose 
family settled in Misouri before the transfer of the 
Louisiana territory from France to the United 
States. Mrs. Kennedy died three years ago greatly 
beloved, leaving five children. 

Dr. Kennedy has been interested in the produc- 
tion of oil for 20 years as the guardian of his five 
children, who are Osage allottees and directly, for 
the past ten years. He has owned leases in the 
Bird Creek district and other nearby producing 
territory. His last venture which was also his 
first wildcat, was the largest in which he has been 
engaged, but he has always contended that there 
was a big pool in the Osage and the discovery of 
the Boston pool convinced him of the soundness of 
his theory. It induced him to take the lease on 
4,780 acres in which the half interest owned by him- 
self and W. A. Springer has just sold for $6,025,000 
cash. 

In addition to his oil holdings, Dr. Kennedy is a 
large owner of Tulsa real estate, several of his 
buildings being in the center of town. He also has 
holdings of farm lands in various parts of Tulsa 
and Creek Counties. As the guardian of his chil- 
dren, he administers the affairs of a tract six miles 
square which runs to the city limits of Tulsa on 
two sides and is regarded as one of the most valu- 
able undivided pieces of real estate in Oklahoma. 

Dr. Kennedy announces that he is going to con- 
tinue in the oil business, even though he has sold 
his choicest possessions. 





Personal Paragraphs 





Frank J. Kennedy, of Bradford, Pa., came to 
Tulsa last week and may locate here. 
* a * 
J. J. Linehan, of the Prairie Pipe Line Company, 
was here from Bartlesville, Okla., last week. 
oa % 
W. N. Carter, an energetic oil man of the Cleve- 
land (Okla.) field, was a holiday visitor in Tulsa. 
* oe * 


M. J. Spellacy, of Fort Worth, Tex., an oil man 
whose fame is far extended, arrived in Tulsa last 
week, 


Mrs. Lena Seltner, of St. Louis, an expert on 
Indian records and allotment titles, is visiting Tulsa 
friends. 

ca * * 

Paul Konz, of the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company, 

enjoyed New Year’s with home folk in Indepen- 


dence, Kan. 
* * * 


W. F. Gates, president of the Prairie Pipe Line 
Company, was in Tulsa, from Independence, Kan., 
last Thursday. 

* * & : 

Horace G. James, who is to become active as an 
oil refiner at Kansas City, was in Tulsa last week 
on a business visit. 

a * ok 

Miss Cora Croft, of The Journal’s business office, 
has returned froma holiday trip that included 
Blackwell and Newkirk, Okla. 

os * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Haskell, of this city, who 
passed Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. C. N. Haskell 
at New York, have returned. : 

* co a 

Cc. S. Gould, of. Tulsa, a gas-meter expert, who 
has been attending to matters in his line at Nowata, 
Okla., has returned to the city. 

* * ca 

Robert Dunlop, an oil man who was formerly 
State Treasurer of Oklahoma, has returned to the 
city after an absence of several weeks. 

LJ ok He 

H. S. Gwynne, who is in charge of Carter Oil 
Company matters at Ardmore, Okla., was a visitor 
in Tulsa last week. He was accompanied by his 
wife. 

on a * 

Harry Kemble, of the Empire Gas & Fuel Com- 
pany, with headquarters at Augusta, Kan., was a 
visitor with home-folk at Warren, Pa., during the 
holidays. 

Es * * 

J. W. Gillman, of Tulsa, was at Ardmore, Okla., 
last week to look after oil matters and visit his 
friend N. B. Feagin, of the Guaranty State Bank in 
that place. 

* * oo 

H. A. Potter, assistant to the district foreman of 
the Carter Oil Company, with headquarters at 
Drumright, Okla., was the guest of Tulsa relatives 
Christmas. 

* * * 

J. Edgar Pew, vice president of the Carter Oil 
Company, accompanied by W. J. Young, was a 
business visitor in the Healdton field, from this 
city, last week. 

* * a 

Earl W. Sinclaiar, of Tulsa, accompanied by his 
wife, went to New York early last week to visit 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Sinclair, who are now resi- 
dents of that city. 

cs 2k oe 

D. W. Michaels, a noted oil geologist of Califor- 
nia, is a visitor in Oklahoma and is looking over 
surface indications at present in the Healdton field. 
His home is Selma, Cal. , 

= * * 

R. A. Griffith, of the Sinclair Oil Corporation’s 
land department, has returned from Cordova, Ala., 
where he visited the much-discussed “discovery 
well,” owned by C. N. Haskell and others. 

* * * 

James Cremin, Tulsa oil man, who has been ill 
of pneumonia at Augusta, Kan., was recently 
‘brought to his home in this city and is rapidly re- 
gaining his health, a fact which many friends will 
be pleased to learn. 

* * tk 

F. J. Ossenbeck and family and William and 
George R. Ossenbeck, of Tulsa, were holiday guests 
in Bradford, Pa., of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Ossenbeck, 
well-known residents of that city and parents of 
the Ossenbeck brothers here mentioned. 

* oe * 

W. D. Murphy, scout for the Roxana Petroleum 
Company, in the Healdton district, has been trans- 
ferred to the Enid field, in this State. J. F. Mce- 
Guigan succeeds him in the former region. Mr. 
Murphy was a visitor in Tulsa last week. 

* * * 

Robert Gailer, chief of the Carter Oil Company’s 
scouting department, had a conference in this city 
with members of his department on Friday last and 
discussed matters relating to leases, etc. Follow- 
ing the conference the scouts enjoyed a dinner at 
the Mecca Cafe. 

1 a * 

W. L. Fox, a Tulsa oil man, and Mrs. J. W. Os- 

mer, a resident of El Dorado, Kan., were notified 





last Wednesday, by telegraph, of the serious and 





perhaps fatal illness of their father, A. B. Fox. of 
Oil City. Sister and brother proceeded at once to 
the Pennsylvania city. 

oe * * 


R. E. Young, scout for the Cosden Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, has returned from Dallas, Tex., accompanied 
by his bride. Mr. Young appropriately observed the 
holiday season at Dallas by joining the ancient and 
honorable order of married men and is fully en- 
titled to the congratulations he is receiving. 

* * * 


Harry E. McMahon, head of the scouting depart- 
ment of the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company, was 
joined in marriage at Claremore, Okla., Dec. 23, 
with Mrs. Lillian Sloan, of that place. Rev. Dr. 
Gardner, of the Claremore Presbyterian Church, 
officiated. Mr. and Mrs. McMahon will reside in 
this city. 

* * * 

Earl Fairbanks, who has drilled in many fields, © 
has returned to .Tulsa from Bradford, Pa., where 
he and his wife recently went to pass the holidays. 
Mrs. Faribanks will return later. The severity of 
the winter weather in Pennsylvania had the effect 
of convincing Mr. Fairbanks that Oklahoma, in the 
winter season, is a favored region. 

* * * 


G. G. Gillette, who is prominent in the oil busi- 
ness in California, has operated in West Virginia 
and Kentucky and is likely to connect up with the 
business in Oklahoma, was a business visitor here 
during the past week. Mr. Gillette is part owner 
of the famous Lakeview gusher in California, a 
well credited with having yielded millions of bar- 
rels of oil before it exhausted the reservoir which 
supplied its record-breaking richness. 

‘ * ok * 


J. D. Maroney, of Tulsa, who is in the service of 
the Prairie Pipe Line Company here, is bereaved 
by the death at Kingman, Ariz., of his brother, Wil- 
liam Maroney. Deceased was one of several broth- 
ers who have become active in oil and other lines 
of business, including J. J. Maroney, editor of the 
Okmulgee (Okla.) Democrat; Martin Maroney, also 
of Okmulgee; P. H. Maroney, an attorney in this 
city, and Thomas Maroney with the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company in the Cushing district. This family 
formerly lived in Ohio. 

* * * 

J. H. Skaer, Augusta oil millionaire, accompanied 
by Frank Varner, another prominent and wealthy 
oil man of that lively Kansas oil town, left there 
last week to visit points in Texas, Cuba, Panama 
and South America. They will visit many places 
of interest in the Southern republics and return by 
way of California, passing through the Panama 
Canal. Both men have had a busy period in the 
oil business and believe they are entitled to some 
recreation. If they should tie up a few concessions 
of available oil territory in South America, mean- 
while, nobody will be surprised. 

* * * 


J. J. Hawk, generally known as “Jerry,” has re- 
signed his position as superintendent for the Cel- 
stine Oil Company, with headquarters in Tulsa, and 
has gone to Englewood, Cal., where he has become 
owner of a ranch. He will raise oranges and other 
products of the country and enjoy the fruits of a 
busy oil career. During the past year he has 
cleaned up a fortune and will not have any trouble 
in keeping the wolf of adversity from prowling 
around the dooryard of his home in the time to 
come. He has many friends in the various oil fields 
and all will be pleased to learn of his success. 

* ok LJ 

H. J. Scott, secretary of the Oklahoma Oil Men's 
Association, has been authorized to canvass the 
State and find out the sentiment of refiners towari! 
jobbers in the oil business. It is desired to line up 
the jobbers with the refiners in a co-operative way, 
if possible, to the end that both branches of the 
business may be benefitted. Jobbers do not relish 
the idea of being overlooked at this time when ex- 
port oil is a big attraction. They think refiners 
should always take interest in local trade demands. 
It is intimated that those who fail to do this wiil 
be considered “unfair” in their business methods. 

* ok * 


James K. Crawford, of Tulsa, was recently a vis- 
itor in New York City and other Eastern places 
and had a “run-in” with several very disorder! 
blizzards. Railroad schedules were bady pied, bu 
he made close connections and got through. Among 
the places he visited was Bradford, Pa., where, 2° 
a youth, he wielded a sledge in the old Bovaird & 
Seyfang shop and, as a side issue, was active as a 
member of the famous Central Hose Company. 11 
those early days,. “Jim” never dreamed of becom- 
ing an oil millionaire in the time to come, but that 
is what has happened. It may be mentioned, in 
passing, that he does not allow success to make 
him self-conscious or vain. He is not of that sort. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


Oil topics are to be discussed at bi-monthly meet- 
ings of the Petroleum Club of the University of 
California. Technical and practical phases of the 
subject are to be considered. 


Negotiations are reported from Mount Carmel, 
Ill, for the sale of the Allendale Oil Company’s 
holdings in that section for a sum said to be 
$800,000. 

Launching of the Standard Oil tanker William G. 
Warden took place recently at Newport News. This 
vessel is to carry 5,000,000 gallons of oil, is 516 
feet long and 68 feet wide. 


There was Christmas rejoicing at Whiting, Ind., 
last week when employes of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of Indiana—3,000 of them—received a bonus 
of 10% on the year’s wages. 

Standard Oil Company recently advanced prices 
on gasoline and refined oil for export, 1 cent a gal- 
lon. Gasoline prices in nearly all sections of the 
country have been increased. 

Material has been ordered and will soon be de- 
livered for increasing the capacity of the Musko- 
gee (Okla.) Refining Company’s plant to 2,500 bar- 
rels daily, an increase of 1,000. 

Washington information indicates that Senator 
Phelan will make a strong effort to have his amend- 
ment to the Ferris leasing bill passed, despite the 
opposition of the Administration. 


Mayor M. T. Kirk, of Bartlesville, Okla., has- re- 
signed his position as executive of that town to go 
into the oil business as a leaser and scout for the 
New York & Oklahoma Oil Company. 


In Cumberland County, Ky., the Oil Fork Devel- 
opment Company, composed of Pennsylvanians, has 
15,000 acres under lease and will conduct a drilling 
campaign there in the months to come. 


Willis J. Hulings and others of Oil City, Pa., have 
incorporated at Dover, Del., the Sunrise Oil Com- 
pany, capital $100,000, to manufacture, sell and deal 
in the products of petroleum and natural gas. 


W. L. Larkin, representing the firm of Larkin & 
Shipp, of Oklahoma City, Okla., has asked for a 
refinery site at Ottawa, Kan., and according to re- 
ports will locate an oil-refining plant at that place. 


Manufacturers who are unable to obtain a suf- 
ficient supply of natural gas in West Virginia towns 
are to hold a meeting in Clarksburg, this month, to 
discuss ways and means of solving their problems. 


Russia’s Government Fuel Committee is distrib- 
uting 53,000,000 poods of mineral fuel in the various 
industrial districts, of which 12,000,000 poods are 
for the Petrograd district and 10,000,000 poods for 
Moscow. 


Daniel Sweeney, a railroad contractor from Okla- 
homa City has taken a contract to do grading on 
the Ringling (Okla.) & Oil Fields Railroad. Within 
the next week 125 teams will be employed on the 
grading work. 

Oil production in the Emba district during 1915 
amounted to 16,500,000 poods, being practically 
equal to the production obtained during the pre- 
ceding year, while boring has decreased from 43,000 
feet to 37,000 feet. 


Arkano (Tex.) Oil Company has leased 9,000 
acres of land near China, in Jefferson County, that 
State, and will start at once drilling for oil. The 
company has appropriated $350,000 for the devel- 
opment of the property. 

In Peru, South America, the Government has 
granted concessions to the West Coast Oil Fuel 
Company to construct suitable docks for loading 
and unloading oil at Callao and Paiti, by incoming 
and outgoing steamers. : 

In the Bridgeburg (Ont.) district, in Canada, gas 
has become so scarce that officials of a local gas 
company have advised consumers to burn coal. As 
coal is commanding very high prices, wood is likely 
to be used to a large extent. 


Movements of oil ships delivering cargoes to 
British ports are not to be made public hereafter 
during the continuance of the war. This is a ruling 
of Government officials at London and the reason 
for the precaution is obvious. 


Mexican pipe-line plans for the ensuing year 
include a 10-inch line of the Cortes Oil Corporation 
from Hacienda Tepetate to a point on Lobos Island 
and The Texas Company’s proposed line from Tepe- 
tate to a point off Lobos Island. 

Ohio Oil Company and the Illinois Pipe Line Com- 
pany recently announced a cash bonus of 10% for 
employes whose salaries are $2,000 or less yearly. 
Two thousand employes living in various parts of 
the United States are affected. 


Under Government regulations, owing to war, 








sale of motor spirit in Ireland is prohibited, except 
to persons holding a license, signed by the compe- 
tent military authority, permitting the purchase of 
the amount specified in the license. 


Residents of Sumner County, Tenn., are much in- 
terested in a geologist’s report on local oil pros- 
pects. He states that oil should be found in the 
county in large quantities. Wichita (Kan.) men are 
heading a movement to test the territory. 


Twin State Oil Company has announced the giv- 
ing of a bonus to its employes. This bonus will 
amount to one-twelfth of the annual salary of each 
employe regardless of the length of time of service, 
and is given owing to the high cost of living. 


For some time the town of Texarkana, Ark., has 
had a standing offer of $10,000 to the first person 
who drills in a 50-barrel oil well, that will make 
that much production daily for a period of 30 days. 
The well must be in the territory surrounding Tex- 
arkana. 


Reports to the United States Government from 
Auckland, New Zealand, state that a company has 
been organized to extract kauri gum from peat 
taken from the swamps in the northern part of the 
North Island, where gauri gum has been mined for 
many years. 


West Virginia’s Public Service Commission re- 
ported recently that objections filed against an ad- 
vance in gas rates in Parkersburg have been with- 
drawn and that the schedule of increased prices 
is to become effective as requested by the company 
supplying consumers there. 


In a suit at Oklahoma City, A. S. Garfield asks 
for a commission of $20,000 on lease sales made by 
him for the Carpathian Oil Company. The defend- 
ants asknowledge the sale of the properties, but 
claim the deal was made after Garfield had severed 
his connection with the company. 


When the Prairie Oil & Gas Company recently 
granted a bonus to employes, heads of departments 
were not mentioned among the beneficiaries. In 
this connection there are rumors that the officials 
in the positions omitted in the bonus arrangement 
are nearly all to be recipients of increased salaries. 


Villa, the Mexican bandit chief, is said to be 
working his way toward Tampico and if possible 
that he will add the Mexican oil town and port to 
his territorial acquisitions. Oil and money and 
the possibility of having water transportation facil- 
ities are the chief incentives, so a dispatch states. 


When Constantza was captured by the Teutons, 
about 1,500,000 barrels of petroleum and products 
fell into the hands of the invaders. The Petroleum 
World, in commenting on this, is at a loss to know 
why the oil was not burned before the German 
forces seized it. Only one tank was fired by the 
Roumanians. 


Ohio’s State Utilities Commission, investigating 
gas conditions in that State; an injunction to re- 
strain the East Ohio Gas Company from shutting 
off gas from the Chandler Motor Car Company, 
Cleveland; 4,000 men idle as a result of gas short- 
age, are matters included among gas items from the 
Buckeye State. 


Oil as fuel is being used in many Russian towns 
at present, owing to scarcity of coal. In the south- 
western districts of Russia a kerosene famine is re- 
ported. Inhabitants can get kerosene only by pre- 
senting ‘cards. The Government has been asked 
for special kerosene trains to supply the public with 
this useful fluid. 


Oil from the United States is allowed free entry 
without tariff duty at the following ports in Mexico: 
Guaymas, Aguaprieta, Naco, Nogales, Los Algo- 
dones, Mexicali, Tia Juana, Ensenada, Magdalena 
Bay, San Jos del Cabo, La Paz, Santa Rosalia, To- 
polobampo, Mazatlan and San Blas. This applies 
only to oil to be used as fuel. 


California Petroleum Corporation and _ subsidi- 
aries on Dec. 15 last, had $485,000 cash on hand and 
had no bills payable, the only current liabilities 
being ordinary routine items. The company is car- 
rying in storage more than 1,100,000 barrels of 
crude oil at 35 cents per barrel. These details are 
given in a company report recently published. 


Taxes on petroleum in Russia, from Jan. 1 to 
May 1, 1916, yielded 34,593,000 roubles, comparing 
with 21,067,000 roubles for the similar period of 
1915. an increase of 13,526,000 roubles. The esti- 
mate in the 1916 budget of the year’s revenue from 
this source was 82,040,000 roubles, a third of which 
would be in round figures, 27,347,000 roubles. 


To compel the Central Indiana Gas Company to 
furnish more gas from its wells; to funrish artificial 
gas, or go out of business in the event that neither 
result shall be forthcoming, is the proposition of 
Mayor Bathelor, of Marion, Ind. Marion is having 
trouble over an inadequate supply and the Mayor 
and City Council are trying to,remedy matters, 





J. A. Waterhouse, of Fredonia, N. Y.; J. M. 
Pringle, of Tulsa, and W. W. Strickler, of Indianap- 
olis, Ind., all experienced and successful oil men, 
have leased 2,000 acres of land west and southwest 
of Altamont, Kan., for the purpose of prospecting 
for oil. The new company will have a geological 
survey made and locate wells on a scientific basis. 


Writing to an English publication, a Canadian 
correspondent asserts that despite higher gasoline 
prices, the consumption of gasoline in Canada this 
year will be probably 25% in excess of that for 
1915. Practically all the gasoline consumed in Can- 
ada is from the United States, being either im- 
ported direct or refined from crude oil originating 
in the States. . 


In Australia, last September, there was an erup- 
tion of the earth near Adamaby, in a locality known 
locally as Lobb’s Hole. A huge chasm was formed, 
thousands of feet in depth, when an explosion of 
pent-up gases in the earth took place. An expert 
from Sydney has examined the upheaval and finds 
evidences that an oil formation has been uncovered 
by the disturbance. 

Plans are being worked out for the construction 
of a $250,000 oil refinery in the vicinity of Drum- 
right, Okla. At this plant will be used the formula 
of a German chemist in the refining of gasoline and 
various oil products. The new process, it is said, 
is capable of turning out benzol and 13 other valu- 
able products from crude oil. These are to be in- 
cluded in the output of the new refinery. 


St. Paul, Kan., is much excited over oil. Discov- 
ery of oil and gas on the R. N. Allen estate, six 
miles southeast of the town, is the cause of the 
agitation. Prospectors have leased 25,000 acres 
and will punch the territory full of holes if the field 
is ‘productive. It is said that the Standard and the 
Sinclair interests have obtained large acreages 
thereabouts. St. Paul is about six miles from the 
Erie (Kan.) field. 

With no relief from shortage of natural gas in 
sight, factories in the Charleroi (Pa.) district are 
installing oil and coal-dust burners. The McBeth- 
Evans Glass Company has resumed operations, 
using oil as fuel instead of gas. The Donora Steel 
Company, a subsidiary of the United States Steel 
Corporation, has begun to install a system whereby 
coal dust may be used. Six thousand men, it is 
estimated, are out of employment at Monessen, Pa., 
on account of the gas shortage. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 


Mrs. Bertha E. Fowler, 44 years old, wife of Amos 
J. Fowler, an oil operator in the Augusta (Kan.) 
field, was found dead in a bath tub at her home in 
Wichita, Kan., Dec. 28. 


James Perry, oil field worker, died suddenly at 
Beggs, Okla., Dec. 27. He was seized with fatal ill- 
ness while at work on a lease in the field, and was 
hurried to Beggs for medical treatment. His death 
followed within half an hour after the attack. De- 
ceased is survived by his wife a four children, who 
live at Okmulgee, Okla. 


Gaylord O. Peebles, an oil-well driller, who had 
worked in various American oil fields and in Upper 
Burma, India, died at the home of his brother, John 
S. Peebles, at Titusville, Pa., Dec. 23. He was a 
single man and was born in Breedtown, Pa., in 
1870. He is survived by his stepmother, two broth- 
ers and one sister, a half brother and half sister. 


Arthur Colley, aged 82 years, died at Wellsville, 
N. Y., Dec. 18. Deceased was for many years in 
the service of the National Transit and Tidewater 
companies as a gauger, having been transferred 
from the Bradford field many years ago to Western 
New York districts. He was retired on annuity 
seven years ago. No immediate relatives survive. 


James F. Conners, a director of the Southwest 
Pennsylvania Pipe Line Company and actively iden- 
tified with the affairs of that corporation, died at 
his home in Greenfield, Pa., Dec. 28, after a brief 
illness, from pneumonia. Deceased was born in 
Dunkirk, N. Y., 49 years ago. For 30 years he was 
prominent in pipe-line affairs in Southwest Penn- 
sylvania. His wife, four sons and four daughters 
survive. 


Mrs. Mary Haulding Farmer, wife of Dr. Thomas 
Farmer, of Oil City, Pa., died recently, after an ill- 
ness lasting nine weeks. She was a native of Man- 
chester, England, and came to the United States 
with her husband when a young woman. She is 
survived by her husband and four doughters, Mrs. 
Percy C. Adams and Mrs. Charles F. Fuller, of 
Washington, D. C.; Mrs. J. M. Bell, of Robinson, 
Ill.; Mrs. Arthur F. Seep, of Oil City, and one son, 
Thomas Farmer, Jr., of the Carter Oil Company, 
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Let Us Help Solve Your 
Pumping Unit Problems 


HAVING designed and built the equipment that is pumping a 

large percentage of the oil and gas produced in this country 
during the past 37 years, we can be of real service in suggesting 
pumps and engines that will meet your requirements most effici- 
ently and economically. You know the conditions that you have to 
meet, and we know the kind and size of equipment that will insure, 
under those conditions, adequate, dependable power that will result 
in maximum output at minimum production cost. 


HE illustration is of one of 

our DIESEL Type Oil En- 
gines, built in units of from 50 
H.P. up. This Diesel Engine 
will run on any low grade crude 
oil—there is no explosion and 
therefore no vibration — the 
stroke is powerful, smooth and 
unrestrained, meaning long life 
to the engine and minimum 
upkeep. In many cases a Diesel Engine and one of our Hori- 
zontal Duplex Power Pumps makes the ideal pipe-line pumping unit. 





Tell us something of your conditions and we will 
send promptly our Descriptive Bulletins, with sug- 
gestions that will be of value. Address Dept. “‘K’’. 


NATIONAL TRANSIT 


PUMP AND MACHINE COMPANY 


Main offices and factories, OIL CITY, PA. 
District Offices in NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, CHICAGO 
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December Field Summaries 


SUMMARY OF ALL FIELDS. | 


Comp. 
529 


Prod. Dry. Gas. | 
95 58 | 
712 6 2 


Pennsylvania 
Lima- Indiana 
Central 


oo 
_ 



















Kentucky-Tennessee .. 3,529 22 3 | 
NN re rrr 1,134 14 0 
Pr eer eee 13,780 13 12 
Oklahoma-Arkansas... 27,094 60 35 | 
Texas Panhandle..... 1,116 8 2 
North Louisiana ...... 420 14 3 | 
Gulf Const... .cccosese 43,580 32 3 | 
Total December....1,i 97,778 265 149 
Total November....1, 78,521 265 150) 
Difference ......... 110 19,257 0 1| 
Summary of New Work. | 
Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
Pennsylvania .. 263 571 834 | 
Lima-Indiana .. 5 68 7 | 
Central Ohio........ - 52 75 127 | 
Kentucky-Tennessee 6 133 139 
Illinois 11 85 96 
Kansas 168 423 591 
Oklahoma-Arkansas 249 1,292 1,541] 
Texas Panhandle . 41 131 172 | 
North Louisiana .... 36 109 145 | 
Gulf Comat ....ccccccccecs 32 206 et 
Total December ........ 863 3,093 3, 956 | 
Total November ........ 688 3,046 4 
ae, aoe 
DIMSTENCE 2. ccsccsvccoce 175 47 222 
In summarizing the various fields, a} 


decrease of 110 in completions is noted, | 
due chiefly to a falling off of work in the} 
Central West and Kansas. Oklahoma, the 
Texas Panhandle and Gulf Coast show 
increases in wells completed. An increase 
of 19,257 bbls. in new production is credit- 
ed principally to the Gulf Coast where 
Sour Lake and Edgerly furnished gusher 
wells. There was an increase of 175 in 
rigs and 47 in drilling wells. This in- 
crease came from Kansas and Oklahoma. 


OKLAHOMA 














Summary of Completed Work. 

— Prod. Dry. Gas. 

Cherokee dd. 8........ 34 555 2 2 
Cherokee 8. B.........- 27 360 3 0 
OORBO .cccccncvesseces 38 2,510 1 3 
CROPOUERE oc cccccescss 3 195 0 0 
Cushing-Shamrock 62 8,670 3 3 
COG scranedsee rescues 190 10,784 46 12 
Kay County........... il 1,500 2 8 
BUGRIGGOR 2s cnccccsees 18 2,100 0 0 
WOSPROND n605spe0eess's 14 420 3 1 
Total December..... 397 27,094 60 31 
Total November.... 352 21,375 43 23 
EREOPORED noone cess 45 5,719 17 8 

Summary of New Work. 

Rigs. Drg. To’l. 

Cherokee 6. G2... cccccose 10 41 51 
oe eee ee er 4 19 23 | 
[errr 16 31 47) 
Pee 6 38 44 
Cushing-Shamrock ........ 25 113 138 
CGE... 506 20c essen 20006 eves 73 526 599 
Kay CC ounty ae Ar Spey an 14 65 79 
eee ee 55 74 129 
PT ee 44 335 379 
Total December......... 247 1,242 1,489 
Total November......... 140 1,277 1,417 
SPOMOTORCS 525cc cess ceees 107 35 72 


During the month of December in the 
Oklahoma field there were 397 wells com- 
pleted, 60 of which were dry holes and 
31 were gas wells, while the new produc- 
tion amounted to 27,094 bbls., an increase 
of 5,719 bbls. over the figures of Novem- 


of 107 in rigs, a decrease of 35 in drilling 
| wells, or a net increase in new work of 
72, when compared with the figures for 
November. 


OKLAHOMA-KANSAS-ARKANSAS, 
Summary of Completed Work. 








Comp. Prod. Dry. Gas. 
GHIRROMME 2.5 cvccdes 397 27,094 60 31 
Oe eyo 175 12,780 13 12 
| ee eer 4 0 0 
Total December..... 576 39,874 49 47 
Total November..... 631 66,048 99 42 
Difference .......... 55 26,174 50 5 
Summary of New Work. 
Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
AWM £56654 bso bonus 247 #1,242 1,489 
RENE Sccckscsebeneh seine 168 423 591 
Be ee eee 2 50 52 
Total December......... 417 1,715 2,132 
Total November......... 229 41,716 1,945 
SPEMOTORCE 66esc snus ences 188 1 187 
During December in the Oklahoma, 


Kansas and Arkansas fields, there were 


|576 completions reported, or 55 less than 


in November. The new production amount- 
ed to 39,874 bbls., a falling off of 26,174 
bbls. There were 49 dry, holes and 47 
gassers, or a decrease of 50 in the former 
and an increase of five in the latter. 

At the close of December there were 
417 rigs and 1,715 drilling wells, an in- 
crease of 188 in rigs and a decrease of 
one in drilling wells when compared with 











sas field, there were 175 completions, 12,- 
780 bbls. new production, 13 dry holes and 
12 gas wells. In comparison with the 
November figures there is shown a de- 
crease of 103 in completed work, 7,667 
bbls. in new production, 22 dry holes and 
an increase of eight in gas wells. 


At the close of the month there were 


TEXAS PANHANDLE. 
Summary of December Operations. 


Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
Wichita Co... 15 580 6 16 42 58 
Burkburnett .. 22 276 1 10 31 41 
Clay County.. aa 1 1 7 8 
Wildcats roy 260 0 14 51 65 
Total Dec.. 49 1,116 8 41 131 172 
Total Nov.. 46 4,303 7 61 108 169 
Difference . 3 3,187 1 20 23 3 
Two gas wells in Palo Pinto County. 


The summary of operations in the 
Texas Panhandle for the month of De- 
cember shows a decrease in the amount 
of new production obtained from- the 


.wells completed during the month, as 


against the November showing, due to 
the fact that no wells were finished in 
the deeper and more prolific sand at 
Electra, for the reason that drilling in 
that pool has been hampered severely by 
the scarcity of water and also by the 
severe cold weather that has prevailed 
the greater part of the month. 

There were three more wells completed 
during the present month, but many of 
them were very small and only drilled to 
the shallow sands. ‘Twenty-three more 
wells are now drilling than at the close of 
the previous month and 20 fewer rigs are 
standing waiting for machinery. Many of 
the wells drilling in the defined pools are 
approaching the sand and the coming 
month should show some good producers, 
if the necessary water can be had to fa- 
cilitate drilling operations. 


GULF COAST, 
Summary of December Operations. 








7 — —_ Dry. Rigs. Dre. 5 
the figures of November, or a net increase een. aia ee 0 2 an P 
7 in the total. gerly.. ... H f $50 0 2 
—— ” Goose Creek.. 15 9,100 2 5 42 47 
Humble ..... 23 6,735 7 5 28 33 
z Jennings .. 6 480 2 1 + 5 
; KANSAS. Mn... < a0, 2 oe oe 
Summary of Completed Work. Spindletop .. 2 Waris 2 0 2 2 
Comp. Prod. Dry. Gas.|Saratoga .... 4 265 0 1 3 4 
Montgomery ey | 460 2 Sour Lake... 21 15,860 9 3 24 27 
Chautauqua ... 12 33e@ 0 0| Vinton ...... 4 2,600 1 1 8 9 
ee ae 69 11,315 9 10} Miscellaneous 11 25 8 12 71 83 
i Se 3 55 0 0 er i Se eee ee 
ee 18 180 0 1 Total Dec.. 99 43,580 32 32 206 238 
|Allen .. 19 165 0 0| Total Nov.. 79 17,680 26 88 179 212 
| Franklin 4d 80 0 0 —_———————- i rr 
Miami ... 8 195 0 0 Difference.. 20 25,900 6 1 27 26 
WUEERORED. 6i.cd Scsesceses 2 0 2 0 One gas well at Batson; two in miscel- 
— — —jlaneous districts. 
Total December..... 175 Sete “4 “= The last month of the year showed a 
Total November..... 278 447 35 4) total of 99 wells completed in the Gulf 
Difference .......... 103 7,667 22 g| Coast country, with an initial production 
Summary of New Work. of 43,580 bbls. against 79 wells finished 
Rigs. Drg. To’).|@uring November and 17,680 bbls. new 
Montgomery .............> 0 16 1¢| production. This is an increase of 20 in 
[OUR cus nce bas bee Ss 1 21|/the number of completions and 25,900 
os RR ait aati 115 249_—«-364'| bbls. more new production. The dry holes 
Merete SIRE OSG PRS Tp 3 g|and abandoned wells during December 
I toss cwpiwsbavieon as 1 6 7|mumbered 32 against 26 last month, an 
ee bop ecthu sree beboles : ; P increase of six. 
Miami  ....-+sseeerereeees At the close of December 206 wells were 
WeeEe fe x bs hs oe see a hess - Oe drilling, of which 71 were wildcats, while 
Total December......... 168 423 591|/the number of rigs up aggregate 32, of 
Total November......... 99 388 487 | which 12 are outside of the proven pools. 
Siinsaiin 7 < 35 Tos This is an increase of 27 in drilling wells 
LT CLA EOD ES . : and a decrease of one in the number of 
At the close of the month in the Kan- e . 


rigs standing compared with November 
figures. 

Of the new production in the Coastal 
region developed during December the 
Sour Lake pool furnished 15,860 bbls. of 
which 12,000 bbls. came from one well— 
No. 14 Hardin of the Humble-Gulf Com- 
panies. In the Goose Creek pool where 
42 wells were drilling at the close of De- 





doned while the initial production totals 
6,735 bbls., two of the new completions 
contributing 4,200 bbls. of the initial out- 


put for the month of that pool. , 
CADDO. 

Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
CAGED nscccea 12 380 2 16 30 46 
BPO (BOW... s0% 3 0 3 8 8 16 
Red River 3 40 2 2 11 13 
Bossier ae 0 2 0 7 7 
TOES cae abises 0 0 0 0 4 4 
Miscellaneous.. 6 0 5 10 49 59 
Total Dec... 26 420 14 36 109 145 
Total Nov... 25 2,025 9 33 102 135 
Difference. . 5 “10 


1,605 3 
Wo gas aaa in Caddo; one in miscel- 


laneous districts. 

December proved a dull month in the 
North Louisiana field, only 420 bbls. of 
new production resulting from the com- 
pletion of 26 wells. Of these completions, 
12 were in the old Caddo field, with a 
production of 380 bbls., and the other 40 
bbls. of new production was from one well 
in the Red River field. Three dry holes 
were drilled in the De Soto district, two 
in Red River and two in Bossier and six 
wildcat tests in various districts resulted 
in failure to produce oil or gas. There 
was an increase of five in the number of 
dry holes completed and two more gas 
wells and an increase of 10 in the number 
of drilling wells and rigs indicates an im- 
provement in conditions for the coming 
month. No important extensions of the 
field were made during the month and a 
most noticeable feature of present devel- 
opment is the unusual number of wildcat 
tests now drilling and from which im- 
portant results are expected. 


IIMA FIELD. 
Summary of December Operations. 

Comp. eos. Dry. Rigs. sa To’l. 

Wood ..ccce oo ae 1 0 10 10 
Hancock ..... 7 i36 e 1 10 11 
BEER wcces ecw 0 0 0 0 5 5 
Augiaise ....,. 2 70 0 0 4 4 
Sandusky .... 3 11 0 0 2 2 
eee 3 13 0 9 if 7 
Van Wert..... 1 25 0 0 | 1 
Seneca ....... 2 55 0 2 4 6 
LS eee 1 3 0 0 0 0 
Ottawa ...... 4 65 0 1 2 3 
Crawford .... 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Total Dec... 37 599 1 4 46 50 
Total Nov... 74 957 10 5 45 60 
Difference.. 8 1 1 0 


358 

One gas well in Crawford County. 

During December 37 wells were com- 
pleted in the Lima field of Northwestern 
Ohio, of which one was gas and one dry, 
the others showing a new: production of 
599 bbls., or an average per well per day 
of 17 1-9 bbls. When compared with the 
November figures, this shows a decrease 
of 37 in completed, one just one- half, 
with eight less dry holes and 358 bbls. 
less production. 


In new work at the close of December 
there were four rigs up and 46 wells drili- 
ing, against five rigs and 45 drilling wells 
at the close of November. This shows @ 
decrease of one in rigs and an increase 
of one in drilling wells, or a standoff with 
the totals for November. 

The Lima field had no feature durins 
December, the only well of importance 
being drilled to the south of the old Tren- 
ton Rock field, near Crestline, in Craw- 
ford County, and drilled by the Crestline 


168 rigs and 423 drilling wells. When 
compared with the figures of the previous 
month there is shown an increase of 69 
in rigs and an increase of 35 in drilling 
wells, or a net increasé of 104 in the 
;grand totals. 


cember, the completions during the month 
numbered 15, with 9,100 bbls. initial out- 
put. Three of the new wells furnished 
over 3,000 bbls. of the initial production. 
A total of 23 wells were completed in the 
Humble pool, of which seven were aban- 


Oil & Gas Co., on the William Bauer 
farm, and at 800 feet the well made a nice 
gas showing. The showing is so good 
that the owners concluded to not drill it 
deeper, but will utilize the gas for fuel 
purposes. 


CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK OF TULSA | 


ber. 

At the close of the month in all dis- 
tricts there were 247 rigs building and 
1,242 wells progressing to the sand, a 
total of 1,489, which shows an increase 
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Magnolia Petroleum 
Company 
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ILLINOIS FIELD. 
Summary of December Operations. 


Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
eee er 0 96 2 0 7 7 
Cumberland... 3 17 0 0 1 1 
Crawford . 84 252 9 3 33 36 
Lawrence .... 11 580 0 6 34 40 
Clinton ....+. 2 0 2 1 0 1 
BESO 2 ns0ss 1 12 0 1 1 2 
Wabash ...... 3 a oe 0 3 3 
McDonough.... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
COMB wccccscs 1 15 0 0 1 1 
Hancock ..... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Henderson 1 2 0 0 0 0 
PRD: swanees 0 0 0 0 2 2 
PORE ssenesse 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Total Dec... 66 1,134 14 11 85 96 
Total Nov...110 2,478 24 0 104 104 
Difference... 44 1,344 10 11 19 & 
Heavy snow and wintry weather had 


their effect on development work in the 
Illinois field, as there was an all-around 
decrease in all branches of the work. Dur- 
ing the month there were 66 wells com- 
pleted, of which 14 were dry holes, and 
the new poduction amounted to 1,134 
bbls. When compared with the November 
figures, this shows a decrease of 44 in 
completed wells, 10 in dry holes and 1,344 
bbls. in new production, and one of the 
heaviest decreases of the year. 

In work under way at the close of De- 
cember there was an increase of 11 in 
rigs up and a decrease of 19 in drilling 
wells, a net decrease of eight. 


Only two wells in the select class were 
found in the field during the month. One 
was the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 25 on the Alf 
Vandermark farm, in Dennison Township, 
Lawrence County, with a production of 
190 bblis., and the Sian Oil & Gas Co.’s 
No. 5 on the Adam Hiehl farm, in Wa- 
bash Township, Wabash County, with a 
production of 150 bbls. 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE. 
Summary of December Operations. 





Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 

WOIRS .cccnce 3 0 3 3 3 6 
i 4 65 0 0 2 2 
Lawrence .... 1 5 0 1 2 3 
Morgan ...... 1 25 0 2 2 4 
OS ee 95 2,929 10 0 76 76 
Powell ....... 3 10 0 0 7 4 
OS 9 460 1 0 27 27 
OT sessae 0 0 0 0 0 0 
OS yee 2 25 1 0 2 2 
ot Cer ees 1 0 1 0 2 2 
Rockceastle ... 3 0 3 0 0 0 
Grayson ..... 1 0 1 0 2 2 
Metcalf ...... 1 0 1 0 3 3 
Whitley ...... 1 10 0 0 0 0 
Simpson ..... 1 0 1 0 1 1 
Johnson ..... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
i See eee 0 0 0 0 2 3 
Lincoln 0 0 0 0 1 1 
PANE seas sees 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Tennessee .... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total Dec...126 3,52 22 6 133 139 
Total Nov..111 3,19 15 9 133 142 
Difference... 15 332 7 3 0 3 
One gas well in Powell County; two in 


Grayson County. 

During December 126 wells were com- 
pleted in the Kentucky field, of which 23 
were dry holes and gas wells, and the 
new production amounted to 3,529 bbl., or 
an average per well per day of 34% bbls. 
When compared with the November re- 
port it shows an increase of 15 in com- 
pleted wells, 332 bbls. in production and 
seven more dry holes and gas wells. 

In new work under way at the close of 
December, there were six rigs and 133 
drilling wells, against nine rigs and 133 
drilling wells at the close of Nevember, 
being a net decrease of three, which is 
in rigs, as there is no change in the num- 
ber of drilling wells. 

Estill and Allen Counties remain the 
center of attraction in the Kentucky field, 
although the next few months should open 
something new in other parts of the 
State. Several wells that were proposed 
have been given up, especially in Carter, 
Rockcastle and a couple of other counties. 

The pipe line is being pushed through 
with vigor by the Cumberland company, 
and it will only be a short period until the 


wells in the Irvine field are all connected 
and the oil run. 





INDIANA FIELD. 
Summary of December Operations. 

Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
Dt. skcswawans 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Delaware .... 0 0 0 1 1 
Gibson ... 30 0 0 3 3 
EERO ovccntice 72 3 1 8 9 
Sullivan 3 2 0 4 4 
WENO: 5s) eh00% 3 0 0 0 0 
ae 0 0 0 2 2 
Daviess ...... 1 5 0 0 0 0 
Blackford ... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Randolph .... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
POE snc cchkes 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total Dec... 13 113 5 1 22 23 
Total Nov... 18 205 9 0 20 20 
Difference. . 4 1 2 3 

One gas well a Pike County. 
During December there were but 13 


wells completed in the Indiana field, of 
which six were dry holes or gas wells and 
the seven producing wells showing a pro- 
duction of 113 bbls. This is a decrease 
from the November figures of five wells, 
four dry holes and 92 bbls. production. 


In new work under way at the close of 
December there were one rig and 22 drill- 
ing wells, against no rigs and 20 drilling 
wells at the close of November, which is 
a net increase of three in new work. 

There were no real,features in the Indi- 
ana field for the month. The only well 
outside of defined limits that amounted to 
anything was that drilled by the Indiana 
Refining Co., on the Ford farm, in Militia 
Donation No. 121, in Washington Town- 
ship, Gibson County, and which shows a 
production of 30 bbls. 





PENNSYLVANIA FIELD. 
Summary of Completed Work. 


Comp. Prod. Dry. Gas. 
DUGRMOEY ons rccccscaye 17 63 1 1 
ee eae re 45 173 2 2 
rrr ae 27 36 5 1 
Venango-Clarion ....... 88 117 7 6 
Butler-Armstrong ...... 22 30 5 2 
S. W. Pennsylvania..... 61 1,870 16 8 
West Virgina OR aaa 150 3,238 20 36 
Southeast Ohio......... 119 856 39 2 
Total December...... 529 6,383 95 58 
Total November....... 521 56,849 74 81 
Difference ........... 8 534 21 23 
Summary of New Work. 
Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
DN ee ee eee 5 15 20 
ee Re Pe eee 24 33 57 
DIAGN cic cedavincntosses 7 11 18 
Venango-Clarion ......... 9 43 52 
Butler-Armstrong ....... 17 36 53 
Southwest Pennsylvania... 28 69 97 
West Virginia. .....000s-. 123 277 400 
Southeast Ohio........... 50 87 137 
Total December........ 263 571 834 
Total November........ 271 649 890 
Difference ......siescce 8 48 56 


During the month of December in thee 
Pennsylvania field there were 529 com- 
pletions reported, of which 95 were dry 
holes and 58 were gas wells, the remain- 
der having a new daily production of 
6,383 bbls., an increase of 534 bbls. over 
the figures of November. 

At the close of the month in all dis- 
tricts there were 263 rigs building and 
rigging up and 571 wells progressing to 
the pay. a total of 834 wells. This is a 
decrease of eight in rigs and 48 in drilling 
wells, or a net decrease of 56 when com- 





pared with the November figures. 








By H. W. 


MARKET PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHT. 





With the recent advances in credit bal- 
ances, it looks as if Oklahoma and Kan- 
sas oil would reach the highest price in 
years. The advance of the past week 
gives this grade of oil a quotation of 
$1.40 a barrel. There is nothing in sight 
that looks like a new pool of any large 
size, and that the market will reach a 
higher price there is little doubt. Pro- 
duction has decreased to some extent 
with the falling off in the Kansas out- 
put, and there has been nothing opened 
in Oklahoma to stimulate active work, 
with the exception of the development at 
Garber, in Garfield County, and that is 
yet in its infancy. A number of good- 
sized wells were completed in the Okla- 
homa districts during the past week and 
at El Dorado and Augusta, in Butler 
County, Kansas, several sizable wells 
were also brought in. The cold weather 
which has prevailed for the past two 
weeks, combined with the shortage of 
pipe and other drilling tools, has done 
much to handicap operations throughout 
these districts, and work will not be re- 
sumed on an active basis until better 
weather conditions are at hand. Several 
showings in wildcat territory the past 
week haave caused an unusual amount of 
attention and leasing is being done wher- 
ever these showings are reported. In the 
shallow-sand districts of Kansas active 
work is contemplated during the next few 
months, and while the wells are only or- 
dinary pumpers, the shallowness of the 
sand and the short time it takes to com- 
plete one of these tests makes the shal- 
low sand an attractive proposition at a 
good market. 

Wildcat work is now more prominent 
than it has been at any time in the his- 
tory of the development of the State, and 





it looks as if at least one new pool should 


Oklahoma- Kansas Fields 


WHITNEY 


be opened with all this activity. There 
hhas been a dearth of new territory opened 
and it may be that a pool of some size 
may be opened in the western portion of 
the State, which is being tested in a 
thorough way for the first time. The 
southern portion of the State also looks 
probable and it is getting its share of 
testing. Many showings have been en- 
countered in drilling in the various wild- 
eat regions, but very few have shown 
enough oil to make them paying proposi- 
tions. It has been a surprise to many to 
see the large amount of experimental 
work started with pipe 50% higher than 
it was a year ago. It has stopped the 
work of the smaller operators to a great 
extent and they are confining their activ- 
ity to the shallow-sand formation. Much 
new work jis being started by parties who 
are taking their first shot at the oil busi- 
ness and in most cases the tests will 
never reach a contracted depth. Many 
are doing their own contracting, and not 
being familiar with that end of the busi- 
ness, will lose considerable money and 
not give their locality a thorough test. 


New Work at Potwin. 


Since the completion of the Wallace & 
Mason well on the Joseph farm, in Sec- 
tion 36-24-3, near Potwin, in Butler Coun- 
ty, Kansas, hundreds of people from all 
over the country are visiting the new dis- 
vcovery, and leasing is very active. Nearly 
all of the obtainable land throughout that 
‘territory has been leased up, some hand- 
some figures being paid. <A test of the 
Joseph well was made and it is reported 
that it put three inches in a 250-bbl. tank 
inside of five hours. One of the latest 
deals of interest is that of the Ohio Oil 
Lo., when it took a lease on the west 
half of Section 5-24-4, Fairview Township, 
for a reported consideration of $48,000. 
This land is owned by Dr. W. H. Fitch, 





of Rockford, Ill., and is situated about a 


‘for $3,000. 





mile and a half from the discovery well. 
S. A. Markee has leased 40 acres of his 
land in Section 15-24-4 for $75 per acre. 
This tract lies three miles north and a 
little east of the Joseph well. J. A. Zim- 
merman has leased 320 acres of his farm 
This is in the north half of 
Section 16-24-4. 

Plans for the starting of at least a 
dozen new tests in the vicinity of Potwin 
are under way and drilling will be start- 
ed within a few weeks, as most of the 
leases taken call for immediate develop- 
ment. Among these will be one by Wal- 
lace & Mason, who drilled in the discov- 
ery well, which will be located about 500 
feet west. Crawford and associates have 
staked out a location for a test on the 
Moore farm, in the center of the north- 
east quarter of the southeast quarter of 
Section 36-24-3, and are moving in ma- 
terial for the rig. Snowden Bros. are get- 
ting ready to build a rig on the Meade 
farm, in the southwest corner of the 
southeast quarter of Section 30-24-4, and 


‘Ryan, Murphy & Slater have made a loca- 


tion on the McGill property, in the south- 
west corner of the northwest corner of 
Section 31-24-4. C. W. Buskirk has made 
a location and will start operations 
shortly. 

The troubles encountered in the drilling 
of the Joseph well were similar to those 
which occur in most every wildcat proj- 
ect. The initial well in any new pool al- 
most invariably has many mishaps and 
very seldom indicates the nature of the 
pool. Several wells are now about ready 
to commence operations and when they 
are drilled and the depth of the sand as- 


‘certained, there will be very little likeli- 


hood of any more trouble. It is probable 
that there will be considerable delay in 
getting the new wells started on account 
of the shortage of pipe and drilling tools, 
but it is not thought that work will be 
delayed any great length of time. 


Relative to El Dorado. 


Further developments on the Dillenbeck 
farm in Section 36-25-5 have added in- 
creased interest in that locality, and 
while but little information is being given 
out concerning the worth of the well, the 
report is that it is showing up to the 
satisfaction of the Tuloma Oil Co., owner 
of the well. The well has been put on 
the beam and is reported to be producing 
at the rate of 150 bbls. a day. This is the 
test that showed an extension of one mile 
to the west of the El Dorado pool about 
a month or so ago, but which has just 
been put to pumping. 

In the defined area of the El Dorado 
pool there were a number of good-sized 
completions during the past week and 
aside from their size some of the wells 
are interesting, as future developments 
may show slight extensions on some of 
the leases. The new wells being brought 
in at El Dorado each week are gradually 
increasing the daily output of that pool 
and a late estimate places the production 
at about 13,000 bbls. The best of the late 
completions in this pool is the Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co.’s No. 21 on the Howe 
farm, in Section 5-26-5, which struck the 
sand at 2,422 feet, and after being drilicd 
20 feet into the pay is good for 400 bbis. 
No. 22 on the same farm is good for 250 
bbls. The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. got 200 
bbls. production in No. 62 Adams, in Sec- 
tion 31-25-5. The top of the sand was 
found at 2,456 feet. The Carter Oil Co. 
completed No. 5 on the Wilson farm, in 
Section 22-25-5, and has a 100-bbl. we'll, 
and in Section 27-25-5, on the same farm, 
No. 10 is good for 150 bbls. In Section 
27-25-5 the Iron Mountain Oil Co. com- 
pleted Wilson No. 1 and it is good for 
100 bbls. daily. The National Refin- 
ing Co. got two producers on the Mills 
farm, Nos. 5 and 6, in Section 27-25-5, the 
former being good for 15 bbls. and the 
latter for 30 bbls. In the same section. 
the Southwestern Petroleum Co. got two 
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SILENCE In Operatian Is Now a Marked Feature of 
“Imperial” Vacuum Pumps 





“‘Ingersoll-Rogler’’ Discharge Valves now 
used on these machines are one-piece, light 
weight steel plates. 


Each is rigidly held and lifts and _ reseats 
itself without sliding friction. The lift is low, 
the valve quick in action and its operation 


NOISELESS. 


‘Imperial’? Corliss Inlet Valves give a 
poitive, full opening and are permanently tight. 


The National Supply Company ot Kansas 





IN OKLAHOMA—Tulsa, Okmulgee, Cleve- 
land, Bartlesville, Dewey, Morris, Chel- 
sea, New Wilson, Drumright, Nowata, Dorado. 
Delaware, Cushing, Shamrock, Black- 
well, Peckham. port. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


BRANCHES 


IN KANSAS—Sedan, Chanute, Independ- 
ence, Peru, Chautauqua, Augusta, El 


IN LOUISIANA—Lewis, Crichton, Shreve- 
















“Imperial” (Rogler Discharge Valve) Vacuum Pump. 
Note the stream line passages in the cylinder. 


both barrels and heads. 


satisfaction and economy of operation. 


ASK FOR CATALOGUES 





IN TEXAS—Houston, Beaumont, Sour 
Lake, Thrall, Humble, Electra, Wichita 
Falls. 

IN WYOMING—Casper, Basin. 

IN MONTANA—Billings. 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 


EXPORT INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, FOREIGN SALES DEPT., PITTSBURGH, PA. 


‘Imperial’? Vacuum Pumps are of wholly 
enclosed construction, dirt and dust-proof. 
They are automatically lubricated, thus saving 
money on oil and operative attendance. Bear- 
ing surfaces are of ample area and all bearings 
arranged for ready adjustment to sake up wear. 
Cylinders are completely water jacketed on 


The user of a vacuum pump will find in the 
“‘Imperial’’ every improvement that makes for permanent 





























AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


Over 14,000 have been built; they are 
the acknowledged leader in all the oil 
fields of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exclusive Sales Agents 
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wells on the Wilson farm, Nos. 3 and 4, 
good for 100 bbls. each. The same com- 
pany has a 15-bbl. pumper in No. 7 Mills, 
in Section 22-25-5. In Section 16-25-5, -C. 
B. Shaffer completed two dry holes on the 
Robinson farm, Nos. 3 and 11. Other 
completions made by the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co. during the week were Nos. 26 
and 29: Marsh, in Section 6-26-5, good for 
350 and 400 bblis., respectively; Nos. 26 
and 27 Hedberg, 30 bbls. In Section 31- 
25-5, Robinson No. 52 is good for 20 bbls. 
and No. 27 Stokes, in Section 33-25-5, is 
good for 40 bbls.; Nos. 25 and 26 Chesney, 
in Section 21-25-5, are good for 50 bbls. 
each. 

No new extensions have been added to 
the Augusta pool, in Butler County, and 
many are of the opinion that no outside 
wells will prove productive, although one 
can never tell and the unexpected may 
happen in some _ unlooked-for locality. 
There is a large amount of territory that 
has not been tested and this may prove 
productive and there is always a chance 
for the developing of a new sand. Pro- 
duction during the past week showed lit- 
tle difference from that of the previous 
week and the runs amount to approxi- 
mately 41,000 bbis. daily. 

The largest producer of the week was 
the Monitor Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 9 on the 
Brown farm, in Section 16-27-4, which 
struck the sand at 2,389 feet and was 
drilled 28 feet into the pay. It is good for 
400 bbls. daily. No. 12 on the same farm 
got the sand at 2,370 feet and is also good 
for 400 bbls. The Cosden Oil & Gas Co.’s 
No. 2 Beck, in Section 3-28-4, is rated as 
a 200-bbl. well. It struck the sand at 
2,603 feet and was drilled to 2,619 feet. 
The same company completed No. 3 on 
the Anderson lease, in Section 9-27-4, and 
it is good for 150 bbls. The top of the 
sand was found at 2,384 feet and the hole 
finished up at 2,400 feet. In Section 21- 
27-4, Gilliland and associates drilled in 
Nos. 13 and 15 on the Loomis farm, the 
former producing 150 bbls. and the latter 
200 bbls. No. 4 of the same parties, in 
Section 16-27-4, is producing 200 bbls. a 
day. 

With the Wildcatter. 

Near the town of Eureka, in Greenwood 
County, Kansas, there is considerable in- 
terest being shown in taking leases and 
it is reported that several new tests will 
be commenced at once. The recent ex- 
citement has been caused by the well of 
the Kansas Distributing Co. on the Bit- 
ler farm, in Section 2-16-10, which is 
showing for a fair-sized producer, some 
estimates placing the production as high 
as 250 bbls., but from late reports it is 
believed that it will make from 15 to 20 
bbls. when put on the pump. The well 
has been cased to the sand and baling 
is now in progress. A pumping outfit will 
be installed at once and the worth of the 
well should be known within the next 
few days. Acreage in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the: well is commanding good 
prices and during the past week the 
Wrightsman-Foster Oil Co., of Wichita, 
took a lease on a 20-acre tract adjoining 
the Bitler property, for which they are 
reported to have paid $100 per acre. Other 
small tracts of land have been leased, the 
prices ranging from $25 to $50 per acre 
for close-in stuff. The Kansas Distrub- 
uting Co. is doing additional drilling near 
Eureka and the production from the Bit- 
ler well will be used as fuel in the drill- 
ing of the other wells. 

Some excitement is also apparent near 
the small settlement of St. Paul, Kan., 
over the discovery of a showing of oil 
in a test being drilled on the R. N. Allen 
ranch, six miles southeast of that place. 
Large tracts have been leased up for im- 
mediate drilling and it may be that a 
new pool will be uncovered in this sec- 
tion. 

Near Corbin, in Sumner County, the 
National Union Oil Co. on the Boatright 
farm, in Section 13-34-2, had a showing 
of both oil and gas at 819 feet, and after 
drilling into the sand 12 feet it is re- 
ported that the oil flow amounts to 25 
bbls. daily. This is the first showing of 
oil in Sumner County and has attracted 
considerable attention. 

In Greenwood County, Lewis Emery 
interests of Bradford, Pa., have leased a 
big block of acreage in Section 6-28-10, 
some miles south of Eureka,in a rank 
wildcat district and have started a deep 
hole, Ernest Bryner being in charge of the 
work. Geological reports on the territory 
are very encouraging and a pool may 
be opened. 

Ten strings of tools are now running in 
the Elgin pool, in Chautauqua County, 
since the completion of the Moore et al. 
well on the Rathburn farm, which ex- 
tended the pool one mile to the north- 
west. The late completions in this local- 
ity are ranging from 30 to 100 bbls. and 
the oil is of 38 gravity. A few dry holes 
have been drilled around this pool in the 





hopes of extending it in other directions, 
but to date the operators have not met 
with any success. In Section 10-33-10, in 
the new Strait pool, Bell & Kriers, in No. 


3 on the Albert Strait farm, have. a 100- 


bbl. producer, and in Section 11-34-10 the 
Cedar Creek Oil Co. has a failure on the 
Butcher farm. The shortage of water is 
checking operations in this section, but 
as soon as this trouble is remedied there 
will be several other tests started and 
the ones now shut down will be finished. 

In Cowley County, in Section 36-30-3, 
Benedum & Trees have a water well in 
No. 1 on the Curry farm at 3,540 feet and 
has plugged and abandoned the test. It 
was located in the southeast corner of 
the section. 

Varied Developments. 

The Bixby pool, in Tulsa County, is 
showing a number of good-sized comple- 
tions of late and interest in that locality 
is increasing. One of the best wells 
drilled in for some time is that of the 
BKastern Oil Co. in the northeast corner 
of Section 12-16-13, which was drilled 
deeper, and at 23 feet in the sand is show- 
ing a production of 300 bbls. In Section 
32-17-13, Gries et al. got a 300-bbl. starter. 
This well was located one-quarter of a 
mile north of the Cosden Oil & Gas Co. 
dry hole. In Section 27-17-14, the Carter 
Oil Co. has a dry hole at 1,400 feet in 
No. 2 Clinton. In the same section, Gal- 
breath et al. got a 75-bbl. pumper ata 
1,290 feet in No. 3 Clinton. In Section 35- 
17-14, the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. got 250 
bbls. production in an initial test on the 
Clinton farm. The sand in this well was 
struck at 1,569 feet and there was 20 feet 
of pay. 

In the Bird Creek pool, north of Tulsa, 
in Tulsa County, the Liberty National 
Bank got a 150-bbl. well on fee land in 
Section 36-20-13. The sand was struck at 
1,256 feet and the well drilled 48 feet into 
the sand, a total depth of hole of 1,304 
feet. 

Britton & Johnson got a 15-bbl. pumper 
in No. 16 F. G. Keith farm, in Section 
17-21-13, and the Gypsy Oil Co. completed 
No. 3 Preston Lord, Section 19-21-13, good 
for 10 bbls. In Section 29-21-13, the Tidal 
Oil Co. has a 7-bbl. pumper in No. 3 
Grimes & Clines, and in Section 8-21-13, 
the Sequoyah Oil Co. completed No. 3 
Dan Taylor,. good for 8 bbls. 

At Cleveland, in Pawnee County, the 
Carter Oil Co. drilled in No. 2 on the Van- 
aman farm, in Section 20-20-7, and has a 
century producer. 

In Wagoner County, Green et al. got a 
failure at 1,080 feet in Section 4-16-15. 
This well was an offset to their 150-bbl. 
well. In Section 24-15-15, on the Grayson 
farm, the Caney River Gas Co. has 
plugged No. 1 at 1,440 feet. A _ small 
showing of oil was encountered at 1,370 
feet, but it did not justify shooting. 
North of Broken Arrow, Bearman et al. 
got a 200-bbl. producer on the Wiley farm, 
in Section 32-18-15. In the same section, 
Webster et al. have a 500-bbl. well after 
shot in No. 6 Wiley, and Mallory and 
others completed No. 2, good for 75 bbls. 

In the Boock sand development, in Ok- 
mulgee County, two good wells were com- 
pleted during the week. Delaney and 
associates have shut off the water in No. 
1 in Section 20-14-14 and the well is re- 
ported good for 400 bbls. The sand was 
found at 1,800 feet and the oil is coming 
from 22 feet of sand. In Section 5-14-12, 
the Producers Oil Co. has a 50-bbl. well 
at’ 2,210 feet in No. 8 Harjo. This well is 
100 feet deeper than the old wells in this 
locality and the prospects are that a num- 
ber of the first wells will be drilled deeper 
in the hope of picking up this sand and 
increasing their output. An important 
deal has just been closed whereby the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. has purchased the 
Delaney holdings in the east half or the 
northwest quarter of Section 20-14-14 for 
a reported consideration of $150,000. A 
well was just completed on the above 
property, which started off at the rate 
of 400 bbls. daily. 

In the Shamrock pool, in Creek County, 
several good-sized completions have been 
reported during the past week, and as a 
result new work is being started and 
contemplated. In Section 22-17-7 the Cos- 
den Oil & Gas Co. has drilled in No. 22 
on the Sawyer farm and it is producing 
1,500 bbls. from a sand struck at 2,744 
feet. The same company has a 500-bbl. 
starter at 2,824 feet in No. 9 Cain. In 
Section 28-18-7, the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co. got a 25-bbl. pumper in No. land the 
Slick Oil Co. has a like producer in No. 
3 Stoll. 

At Hominy, in the Osage, the Tidal Oil 
Co.’s No. 21 in Section 8-23-8 is flowing 
100 bbis. No. 2 is good for 100 bbls. 

Interest in the Garber pool, in Garfield 
County, is still keen and the outcome of 
the test being drilled by Champlin et al. 
in Section 24-22-12 is being awaited with 
a great deal of interest. This test got the 





sand at 1,115 feet and was drilled to 1,137 
feet. There is 800 feet of oil standing in 
the hole. This showing makes the chances 
look good for a western extension and 
some new work is being planned in that 
direction. In Section 30-22-38, the Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 Crew, which was 
dry at 1,130 feet, has been drilled to 1,200 
feet and will be shut in for a gas pro- 
ducer. 
Showing in Rogers County. 

The Claremore pool, in Rogers County, 
was extended to the west during the past 
week when the well on the Taylor farm 
in Section 3-21-15 was brought in at a 
depth of 565 feet with an estimated. pro- 
duction of 30 bbls. daily. This well was 
shot last Tuesday in 30 feet of oil sand. 
The well is one of the most important de- 
velopments in Rogers County in a num- 
ber of months and new locations are be- 
ing made. P 

The development in Grady County, Ok- 
lahoma, is now attracting the attention 
of the operators and the outcome of the 
tests under way will be watched with 
interest. It will be remembered that 
when the’ Healdton pool, in Carter Coun- 
ty, was first opened the prospectors start- 
ed extensive operations to the south in 
the hopes of getting a connecting link 
with the production at Electra, in Wich- 
ita County, Texas, but after drilling many 
dry holes finally abandoned that direction. 
In the meantime the operators had little 
thought that they were passing up the 
most likely-looking spot in the Carter 
County development, and after drilling 
many failures to the south returned to 
the Healdton pool and started operations 
in Section 32-31-6, which was left idle 
while they were prospecting to the south, 
and developed what is now the main pool 
in that county. About the same time that 
the Healdton discovery was made, the 
Loco field to the west was opened, and 
an effort was made to connect this devel- 
opment with the Electra. pool, but after 
drilling several dry holes work was finally 
abandoned in that direction. Operations 
then drifted back to the Healdton pool, 
and it was then that the main northwest 
extension of the Healdton pool was dis- 
covered. North of Healdton 16 miles the 
Fox pool was opened, which has one of 
the largest gassers in the State. Directly 
north of the Loco field about 20 miles, the 
Duncan field was discovered, which has 
a number of large gas wells. After lo- 
cating these two gas fields, wildcatting 
was started in earnest to try and con- 
nect these gas areas with the Loco and 
Healdton oil pools. At that time leasing 
in that locality was very brisk and leases 
were bringing as high as $200 per acre 
and many tests were drilled. After prov- 
ing by test that the gas in these two 
fields did not originate from either the 
Healdton or Loco developments, all eyes 
were turned to the north in Grady Coun- 
ty and in the west part of Garvin County. 
Several wells in Grady County have 
shown oil in commercial quantities and 
the operators are waiting to see just 
what the tests now due to be brought in 
will show. 

Near Cement, in Caddo County, the 
Keechie Oil & Gas Co. and the Oklahoma 
Star Oil Co. have encountered the third 
sand at 1,508 feet and are shut down. This 
well is located in Section 32-6-9. The bit 
is two feet in the sand and the hole has 
filled up 500 feet with oil. There is also 
considerable gas and the well is spraying 
oil. Tankage has arrived and as soon as 
it can be erected a test of the well will 
be made. 

In Grady County, near Marlow, the Big 
Anticline Oil Co. is drilling at 1,200 feet 
in Section 4-3-2, and near Alex, the Longs- 
ton Oil & Gas Co. is setting 16-inch casing 
at 300 feet in Section 36-3-6. In Section 
2-2-5, the Santa Fe Oil Co. has struck the 
third sand at 1,200 efet and it looks like 
a producer. In Section 10-2-5, the Black 
Hawk Oil Co. has reached a depth of 600 
feet. The Santa Fe has made a second 
location in Section 27-3-5 and is getting 
ready to build a rig. In Section 26-2-4, 
the Oklahoma Star Oil Co. has just fin- 
ished setting 500 feet of 16-inch casing 
and is making hole. The Homa Oil Co. 
is shut down at 1,100 feet in Section 20- 
8-4. A showing of oil was found in this 
test at 750 feet. In Section 29-8-4, the 
B. & R. Oil Co. is making progress at 
700 feet. In Section 18-5-5, the Unity Oil 
Co. of Kansas City set the 10-inch casing 
at 1,000 feet and is underreaming the 8- 
inch at 1,100 feet. A sand was found in 
this test at 935 feet and the prospects for 
a well at this location are very bright. 

The prospectors in Grady County are 
confident of opening an oil pool in that 
locality, and with the showings that have 
already been found it would not be sur- 
prising to see quite a little field devel- 
oped. The various showings encountered 
in tests being drilled to the north, south 
and west have caused this belief and the 





operators are elated over the prospects. 
At Blanchard, in the northeastern part of 
Grady County, a showing of oil was 
struck at 750 feet, and in the northwest- 
ern part, Cement people got oil at the 
same depth. In the southeast corner of 
the same county, the Santa Fe Oil Co. 
struck the first sand at 650 feet, and in 
the center of the county, at Alex, the 


‘| Unity Oil Co. struck the first sand at 935 


feet. The lay of the sand seems to be 
very regular. 


SINCLAIR CORPORATION BUYS 
REFINERY AND PRODUCTION. 





CANEY, Kan., Jan. 2.—The Sinclair Oil 
& Refining Corporation yesterday pur- 
chased the Kansas property of the Kan- 
O-Tex Refining Co., for a consideration 
said to be $1,000,000. 

Included in the transfer is the refinery 
at this place with a number of tank cars 
and 20 miles of pipe line. Two hundred 
barrels daily production and acreage in 
Kansas are also included. 


Healdcan Wield 


NEW HEALDTON, Okla., Jan. 1—The 
Healdton field begins the new year with 
1314 producing wells and with a produc- 
tion of 57,000 bbls. The amount of oil in 
steel amounts to a little over 11,000,000 
bbls. 

Since Nov. 30 the market has gradually 
climbed until the present price is 75 cents, 
or an increase of almost 100 per cent in 
30 days. Storage oil, including the steel, 
is held at about $1.50 although two tanks 
sold the past week for a sum less than 
$1.50. 

The southeast extension to Healdton is 
still an interesting feature. Carter Oil 
Co., on the E. B. Pugh farm in the south- 
west corner of Section 18-4-2 has reached 
a depth of 1,420 feet. The well is below 
the level of the sands and it may mark 
the east edge of the southeast extension, 
although deeper drilling will be done. 
Near the center of the southeast quarter 
of Section 24-4-3, the Fort Ring Oil Co. in 
No. 2 Watkins found a gas sand at 1215 
feet. This is the only gas sand of any 
consequence in that part of the field and 
it seems to indicate that the sands in the 
southeast extension are as irregular as 
they are in the main portion of the feld. 

The northeast extension has not been 
proven, but the New Healdton Oil Co. has 
held a meeting and authorized the drill- 
ing of two wells in that portion of the 
field. The Fitz Oil Co. has begun drilling 
in the southeast coorner of Section 33-3-5 
and will test the area covered by the Mc- 
Donald sand found by the Healdton Field 
Oil Co. in the southeast corner of Sec- 
tion 33-3-3. 

Gypsy Oil Co. in No. 1 Mattie Morris 
in Section 23-2-3 in the Fox district went 
into a second gas sand at a depth of 
about 2,100 feet. The production is esti- 
mated at 50,000,000 feet and the wire line 
was twisted intwo and the tools left in 
the hole. It is probable that the well 
will have to be shut in as a gasser, at 
least until the heavy pressure is gone. 
This is the deepest sand found in the Fox 
district. 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. has taken over 
the 8-inch line of the McMan Oil Co. from 
Cushing to Addington. The McMan com- 
pany owned the line to Addington and 
from Addinngton to Fort Worth the Mag: 
noila company owned the line. This deal 
will not mean anything to the Healdton 
field but it probably means that the Mag- 
nolia will become active as a buyer of 
crude in the Cushing district. The com- 
pany has no production at Cushing but 
at Yale and at other places in that por- 
tion of the. State, the company is pro- 
ducing some oil. 

It is reported here and it is probabl; 
true that the Carter Oil Co. has taken 
over the J. E. Crosbie properties at Heald- 
ton, consisting of the Roy M. Johnson 
lease of 30 acres and the Cruce-Smith 
lease of 40 acres both of which are located 
in the northwest quarter of Section 5-4-3. 
The consideration is not known. These 
properties have been producing since the 
early days of the field and the production 
for the most part has gone to the Ard- 
more Refining Co..of which Mr. Crosbie 
owns one-half when the plant was first 
built. 

The Texas Co. and the Pierce Fordyce 
Oil Association both state that they are 
in the market for Healdton production. 
The companies have storage that can be 
filled while their lines are being built. 
Both companies assert that they will 
build lines out of Healdton. The Pierce 
Fordyce company purchased two steel 
tanks full of oil recently from the Gilmore 
Oil Co. " 
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“Republic” 


LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
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“OILWELL” ROTARY PUMP 


DOCK PATENT, FEB. 17, 1914 


 OLLWELL: 


ESTD 1862 


(Reaistered) 


EVERYTHING FOR 
OIL WELLS 


BRANCH STORES IN 
ALL OIL FIELDS 








Inside View. 


The ‘‘Oilwell’”’ Rotary Pump will work against any pressure and The compactness of this outfit gives maximum volume and pres- 





has a capacity which, together with the pressure, is only limited by 
the power of the driving unit. 

It can be driven by any power, either by direct drive or belt drive, 
and operates with great efficiency at either fast or slow speeds. 

The pump is compact, has few working parts, and needs no 
lubrication. No valves or rods to get out of order and need adjust- 
ment. No attention necessary beyond turning on the power. 


PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 








sure with minimum weight. This makes the outfit especially adapted 
for drilling rigs and meets with great favor with the contractor. For 
example: an outfit weighing 1000 pounds will furnish 30 bbls. of 
water per hour against 400 Ibs. pressure, or 60 bbls. per hour against 
200 Ibs. pressure. 


The ‘‘Oilwell’’ Rotary Pump will pump any liquie. 


Main Offices: European Office: 
213-215 Water Street, oO d L W EL. L sy U ad & om Y Co. Dashwood = Broad Street 
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Oklahoma Star Oil Co. has sold its lease 
of 20 acres in the northwest of the south- 
west of Section 16-4-3 to Jake L. Hamon. 
The consideration was $600 a bbl. on a 
five-day gauge. 

It is stated here that the Oklahoma 
Natural Gas Co. will connect its lines 
with the gas fields at Ada, Okla. That 
field haas several pretty fair gas wells 
and could possibly be developed into a 
big gas field when a market has been 
provided. 

Some of the local oil men have recently 
made investments at Garber in the Enid 
district. 

B. A. Simpson, president of the Gates 
Oil Co., has been elected president of the 
Ardmore & Oil Fields Transportation Co., 
which was organized for the purpose of 
building a toll. road to the oil fields. 
Julien Fields, of Denison, Tex., will make 
the survey of the road. 

The Ringling & Oil Fields Railway Co. 
has 115 teams doing grading on the new 
railroad building into the oil fields and 
50 tents are on the New Healdton town- 
site occupied by persons who are waiting 
for the town to open so they can purchase 
or rent property and engage in business. 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. is building a 
casinghead gasoline plant and other com- 
panies are seeking gas contracts that will 


justify them in building plants of the 
same kind. 
S. A. Mills, field clerk, has returned 


from Florida, where he spent five weeks 
looking after private interests. 
Cc. G. Hilligoss, of the Lawrence Gas 
Co., was in the field today from Tulsa. 
Wirt Franklin has gone on a trip to 
California and will be absent two weeks. 
J.F.E. 


Oklahoma-Kansas Oil 
Is Advanced to $1.50 


Another advance of 10 cents in the mar- 
ket for Oklahoma-Kansas crude was post- 
ed Wednesday morning by the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Co., making the present quotation 
$1.50 per barrel. 





WEDNESDAY’S MARKET OPENING. 





Jo P. Cappeau Sons furnish the follow- 
ing quotations for the opening of the 
market Wednesday morning: Oklahoma 
Producing & Refining, 12%, 1234; Cosden 
& Co., 17%, 18; Cosden Oil & Gas, 14%, 
15; Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation, 
61, 61%; Texas Co., 234; Tidewater, 218, 
222; Mexican Petroleum, 97. 


CORRECTION iN CANEY ITEM. 





An item appearing on page 12 of this 
issue of The Journal, crediting the Sin- 
clair Oil & Refining Corporation with the 
purchase of the property of the Kan-O- 
Tex Refining Co., at Caney, Kan., is er- 
roneous. The Sinclair corporation pur- 
chased only the production and pipe line 
of the Kan-O-Tex company and contract- 
ed to deliver to the refinery sufficient oil 
to pay for the property purchased. The 
refining plant was not included in the 
deal. 


NITROGLYCERINE MEN AT FEAST. 


On New Year’s eve., in this city, at the 
Hotel Ketchum, there was a most enjoy- 
able banquet, the guests being men identi- 
fied with the well-shooting business in the 
Mid-Continest fields. Men who make a 
practice of tearing holes in petroliferous 
formations are some times neglectful of 
social activities. They don’t have much 
interest in the Tuxedo or the spike-tailed 
coat, but just the same they enjoy a 
social reunion such as they had at the 
Ketchum on New Year’s eve. It was a 
genuine success and is to be an annual 
event in the time to come. 


BIG WELL IN GOOSE CREEK. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 1.—An advance 
of 20 cents in credit balance quotations, 
a 10,000-bbl. gusher in the Goose Creek 
pool and the probability of pipe-line legis- 
lation at the coming session of the Texas 
Legislature, served to keep the interest 
of producers alert during the week. The 
Gulf Pipe Line Co. started the advance 
in credit balance quotations on Thursday 
by posting a rise of 10 cents, bringing the 
prices to 90 cents in the Sour Lake, Hum- 
ble, Saratoga, Batson, Goose Creek pools; 
85 cents for Edgerly, and 90 cents for the 
Vinton and Jennings pools. Spindletop 
was posted at 95 cents and Markham at 
65 cents. On the next day the Guif com- 
pany posted another advance of 10 cents 
and the Texas and Sun companies met 
this with a straight advance of 20 cents, 
effective Dec: 30. The new credit balance 
quotations are now as follows: Spindle- 
top, $1.05; Sour Lake, $1; Saratoga, $1; 
Humble, $1; Batson, $1; Dayton, $1; Mark- 
ham, 75 cents; Goose Creek, $1; Edgerly, 
$1; Jennings, $1; Vinton, $1; Thrall, $1.40; 
heavy Corsicana, 75 cents. 

The estimated daily average of the 
pools for the week is placed at 56,215 bbls. 
This is exclusive of the gusher in the 
Goose Creek pool, which was brought in 
on the last day of the week, and is there- 
fore not included in the daily average for 
the week. A meeting of the South Texas 
Producers’ Association will be held in 
Houston on Wednesday, at which the 
matter of contracts for the year will be 
considered. The rapid advances in credit 
balance quotations give rise to rumors 
that the pipe lines may discard the con- 
tract system and buy from producers un- 
der the credit balance method, as in other 
fields of the country. The producers them- 
selves are considering the advisability of 
organizing a marketing association and 
selling direct to marketers. Some of 
them suggest the purchase and repairing 
of the old line from Sour Lake to Beau- 
mont, built by the United Oil Retining 
Co. in the early days of the Spindletop 
and Sour Lake pools, and thus transport- 
ing their product to seaboard. Those 
favoring this plan say that the Batson 
and Saratoga pools could be connected 
with the line at not a very great expense. 
Producers assert they have been ap- 
proached by representatives of the Atlan- 
tic Refining Co. with a proposition to 
enter the Gulf Coast pools as a buyer of 
crude, provided the refining company can 
be guaranteed enough crude to justify the 
expense of erecting storage facilities and 
laying lines to the pools. The Standard 
Oil Co. of Louisiana has contracted with 
the Victory Oil Co. in the Edgerly pool 
for 100,000 bbls. of crude at 87% cents per 
barrel, delivered at Bdgerly Station, on 
the Southern Pacific line between Hous- 
ton and New Orleans. The pool is about 
two miles from the railroad and a con- 
tract has been let for that length of 414- 
inch line to extend from the pool to load- 
ing racks to be erected at Edgerly Sta- 
tion, from whence it will be transported 
to the refinery of the Standard of Louis- 
iana at Baton Rouge. The Victory Oil 
Co. ranks next to the Gulf Refining Co. 
in the pool, having nine producing wells 
with a daily average output of 700 bbls. 
The Gulf Co. has 51 producing wells in 
the pool and a daily average production 
of 3,000 bbls. The Galena-Signal Oil Co. 
is already in the Coastal country as a 
purchaser of crude through an arrange- 
ment with the J. S. Cullinan interests. 
These interests are now building an $800,- 
000 refinery plant on the ship channel 
about 12 miles below Houston. The en- 
trance of the Galena-Signal company into 





the South Texas field is significant as 





Gulf Coast Oil Operations 


By P. L. McGREAL 


demonstrating the value of the product 
for lubricating oils, as this company spe- 
cializes in that class of refinery products. 

Deals involving hundreds of thousands 
of dollars have also had a place in the 
news of the week in the Coastal region. 
The Gulf Production Co. has further add- 
ed to its holdings in the Goose Creek pool 
by the purchase of the Galliard and 
Churchill leases from the American Pro- 
duction Co. The Gulf company paid $275,- 
000 cash for the leases, comprising about 
50 acres and three uncompleted wells. 
The deal was closed late Saturday and 
the Gulf company will resume work on 
the unfinished holes at once. The gusher 
well of the American Production Co., 
brought in late in August, and which 
flowed as high as 12,000 bbls. a day be- 
fore sanding up, is on the Galliard lease. 
The bringing in of this well led to the 
present activity in the Goose Creek pool. 

The pool will add $500,000 to the as- 
sessed valuation of property in Harris 
County, according to the assessors. The 
Humble pool added $2,000,000 to the as- 
sessed valuation in 1916, and although the 
production of the pool has declined fully 
60% from what it was when the assess- 
ment was made last year, no reduction is 
promised by the board for 1917. Thus it 
is that oil in South Texas bears its more 
than just share of taxation, in common 
with other producing sections in the dif- 
ferent States of the Union. 

Field Operations. 

Just as the old year is closing, the 
Goose Creek pool sprang a surprise when 
the Humble Oil Co. completed No. 2 Gil- 
lette in the older section of the pool and 
it started flowing at a rate of 10,000 bbls. 
a day. The well was completed around 
2,580 feet and really means the develop- 
ment of a new producing level in the 
pool. The hole started to gas after the 
strainer was set, then suddenly com- 
menced to flow oil, the capacity of the 
well increasing during the night. The 
Gulf Production Co.’s No. 6 Tabb, the 
next best well in the pool, is still making 
about 1,200 bbls. a day, the initial flow 
starting at 2,500 bbls. The Houston Deep 
Well Oil Co.’s No. 5 Galliard is about 700 
feet from the Humble Oil Co.’s gusher. It 
was tested at 2,100 feet and now will be 
drilled deeper. The company will also 
deepen its No. 1 and No. 6, now drilling 
around 2,000 feet. The Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co. has abandoned No. 1 Duke at 
2,680 feet, located about 1,700 feet north 
and west from the original flowing well. 
The Producers Oil Co. is deepening No. 1 
Isenhour. The Gulf Production Co. has 
started No. 1 Scrogges, west of the creek, 
and is drilling below 900 feet. Staiti et 
al.’s No. 1 Duke is temporarily shut down. 
Meyers et al.’s No. 1 Anna Schilling is 
drilling below 2,500 feet, and H. H. Mey- 
ers is drilling No. 1 Schilling two acres 
at 2,700 feet and No. 1 on the Tabb at 
about the same depth. The Humble Oil 
& Paraffine Oil Co.’s No. 2 Tabb, a joint 
test, is drilling at 650 feet, with a rig up 
for No. 3 on this lease. The Gulf Coast 
Oil Corporation has a fishing job in No. 3 
Galliard at 2,020 feet, and the West Vir- 
ginia Oil Co. is also fishing in No. 1 
Adey at 2,100 feet. The Houston-Goose 
Creek Oil Co. is deepening No. 1 De Mer- 
ritt from 2,240 to 2,800 feet, and the 
Goose Creek Oil Co. is starting No. 1 
Leger and No. 1 Black Duck Bay. The 
Gulf Production Co. has set 10-inch in 
No. 1 Tabb and is drilling No. 1 Preather 
at 1,000 feet. This company’s No. 4 Briggs 
is in gumbo at 2,310 feet. It has a der- 
rick up for No. 3 Paddock on the east 
side of the pool, for which it recently paid 
W. A. Paddock $30,000 for a one-half in- 
terest in a 25-acre tract out of the Ash- 
able Smith survey. It is also rigging to 





start No. 4-A on the Wright. The Gulf 
Coast Oil Corporation is putting No. 2 
Galliard on a standard rig to pump. The 
American Production Co.’s No. 2 Gal- 
liard is in gumbo at 2,085 feet, and the 
Churchill Oil Co. is drilling No. 5 Galliard 
at 1,350 feet and preparing to set screen 
in No. 6. Its No. 7 is in rock at 850 feet 
and drilling ahead. Rucker et al.’s No. 1 
Smith is drilling at 2,300 feet. Their No. 
1 DeMerritt is temporarily shut down at 
2,145 feet in gumbo. Simms et al. are 
drilling No. 1 Smith at 2,310 feet. The 
Goose Creek Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 Town- 
site is a blowout. C. T. Rucker has con- 
tracted his production in the pool to the 
Sun Pipe Line Co. at $1 per barrel. The 
Sun Co. is laying 4,500 feet of line from 
the pool to Blackwell’s Peninsula and will 
construct 600 feet of wharfage, where 
tankers will be loaded and the oil trans- 
ported to its storage tanks at Sabine. The 
Texas Co. has laid a 6-inch line from the 
pool to deep water in the bay and will 
also transport oil by tanker and barge 
to Port Arthur. The Gulf Co. has a 6- 
inch line from the pool to Lynchburg and 
is now handling the bulk of the output 
of the pool. The Southern Pipe Line Co., 
which has heretofore handled practically 
all the production of the pool, has a 4- 
inch line from the pool to Hogg Island, 
where it delivers to the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co. on contract at 90 cents a bar- 
rel. 
Humble Pool. 

Eleven completions were recorded in 
the Humble pool during the week, of 
which four are producers, one a gas well 
and six abandoned. The Texas Petroleum 
Co. abandoned No. 9 Hirsch at 1,450 feet 
and the National Oil & Refining Co.’s No. 
4 Wimberly at 1,100 feet. The Lee Oil 
& Gas Co. quit No. 1 Hamblin at 2,900 
feet, and the Humble-Texas Oil Co. No. 
2 Morris at 3,525 feet. The Hancock Oil 
Co. has a small gas well in No. 2 Bender, 
while the Logan Oil Co.’s No. 4 Echols 
will make a 5-bbl. pumper. Decker et al. 
pulled out No. 11 Moore, an old hole, at 
745 feet. The Clay Oil Co. has a 5-bbl. 
producer in No. 3 Patterson, and the 
Humble Oil Co. a 25-bbl. well in No. 21 
Hirsch. The American Guarantee Oil Co. 
tested No. 1 Sayers at 3,200 feet and got 
salt water. The Delta Oil Co. has a der- 
rick up for No. 1 Bender and the Gulf 
Coast Oil Corporation is bailing No. 13 
on the Long at 700 feet. The Producers 
Oil Co. is rigging up to deepen No. 11 
Burt, 50 acres, and also No. 10-on this 
lease. It is drilling No. 11 Koehler at 
2,315 feet, with a derrick up for No. 181 
Mason. On the Landslide, this company 
is drilling No. 214 at 3,267 feet and No. 
15 Foster at 4,115 feet. No. 7 on the 
House is still shut down at 2,910 feet. On 
the Hermann, the Producers has two rigs 
running, drilling No. 159 Harold at 1,020 
feet and No. 137 at 825 feet. It is drilling 
No. 159 Harold at 876 feet and rigging up 
for No. 26 on the Cong, near Moonshine 
Hill. The National Oil & Refining Co. 
has probably a 50-bbl. pumper in No. 5 
Bailey at 1,160 feet. It is being put on 
a standard rig. This company is bailing 
No. 1 Wimberly at 1,110 feet and rigging 
up to start No. 6, with a derick up for 
No. 7 on this lease. The Southern Petro- 
leum Co. has started No. 17 on the Land- 
slide. To the west of the pool the Atlan- 
tic & Gulf Oil Co. is drilling No. 2 Bod- 
man at 2,324 feet and No. 3 Bodman at 
2,235 fet. The Singleton Ranch Oil Co. 
is below 2,960 feet with No. 1 Singleton. 
The Sun Co. has started No. 18 River and 
is drilling around 450 feet. The Huffstut- 
tler Oil Co. has a 25-bbl. pumper in No. 9 
Herman at 795 feet and is drilling No. 10 
on the same lease at 386 feet. The Great 
State Oil Co. is now putting No. 3 Weed 
on the beam and it looks good for a 15)- 
bbl. pumper. The Gulf Coast Oil Corpor- 
ation is rigging to offset on the Weed. 
The Logan Oil Co. is drilling No. 5 Echols 
at 654 feet and the Chicago-Texas Oil Co. 
is driling No. 2 Dunman at 1,100 feet. 
North of the river the Onolaska Oil Co. 
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1st Well Drilled, 1911, Hastings, W. Va. 


Steel for Service 


This Steel Drilling Rig 


Has drilled 16 wells for the Hope 
Natural Gas Compz ~y. 


Isn’t this service sufficient to convince 
any operator of the superiority of steel for 
such use—Why not try one at your next 
location and yourself secure the fruits of 
this advantage. 


The mark of It protects the 
quality user 


Carnegie Steel Company 
‘ General Offices: Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Erection in Process at 17th Well. 
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is sidetracking in No. 2 House at 2,375 
feet and building a standard rig to put 
No. 4 House on the beam at 3,000 feet. 
The Invincible Oil Co. is drilling No. 49B 
Herman at 2,000 feet and No. 50 Herman 
at 2,824 feet. The Ninety Nine Pumping 
Co. is below 3,100 feet with No. 11 Foster. 
The Producers Oil Co. is preparing to 
start six rigs on the Stevenson next week. 
and it is probable that the Republic Pro- 
duction will also resume work on the 
Stevenson. No work has been done on 
this lease for more than 60 days. The 
daily average of the pool for the week is 
estimated at 20,085 bbls. 
Sour Lake. 

The big well of the Humble—Gulf Co.’s 
on the Hardin is displaying remarkable 
staying qualities for the Gulf Coast region 
The well is now about 25 days old and 
started off at 12,000 bbls. a day. The well 
is still fiowing in the heighborhood of 
9,000 bbls. daily. It is No. 14 on this lease. 
No. 15 is drilling at 1,550 feet in gumbo, 
the location being about 200 feet south 
from No. 14. The Producers Oil Co. is 
offsetting on the north line of its 1,000- 
acre fee piece, drilling No. 286 fee at 
2,000 feet and No. 287 fee at 1,500 feet. 
Three hundred feet east of the west line 
of the boundry on the Hardin, the Traver 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 29 Hardin at 1,900 


feet, having set six-inch at 1,865 feet. 
This company is also working over its 
No. 14 Hardin, drilling at 1,550 feet. 


Simms et al. are drilling No. 1 fee at 
2,450 feet and No. 2 feet at 1,565 feet. 
The Producers Oil Co. is pulling strainer 
from No. 1 Ashe, which is about 2,000 
feet east of production and which came 
in making 400 bbls. a day. It turned to 
water and the company is trying to drill 
it deeper. The Humble Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Faerhman at 3,485 feet in gumbo 
and the Sun Co. is preparing to test No. 
51 Higgins at 2,375 feet. The Sour Lake 
Development Co. is drilling No. 4 Mer- 
chant at 3,455 feet and No. 5 at below 
3,300 feet. No. 6 is drilling around 2,950 


feet. The producers Oil Co. is fishing in 
No. 1 Merchant in the south end of the 
pool near the Yount-Lee and Gulf Pro- 


duction Co. tests, at 2,165 feet. The 
Crosbie Oil Co. is sidetracking drill pipe 
in the hole in No. 4 Hart at 3,225 feet, 
and the Lake Graham Oil Co. is side- 
tracking No. 9 Bashara at 2,156 feet. The 
Lake Oil Co. likewise has a sidetracking 
job in its No. 7-C Jackson at 1,165 feet. 
Farish et al.’s No. 2 Lynn is drilling 
around 3,000 feet. The Holt Oil Co. is 
pulling screen from No. 1 Franco to go 
deeper, and the Town Oil Co. is prepar- 
ing to test No. 1 Carpenter. The Boston- 
Texas Oil Co. is drilling No. 2 Gilbert- 
Martin at 2,300 feet, having -sidetracked 
above 2,250 feet. The Lake Oil Co. com- 
pleted No. 6 Jackson at 2,165 feet and it 
is pumping 30 bbls. a day. The Humble- 
Gulf Co. has started No. 16 Hardin, lo- 
cated across the road from the two tests 
under way by the Producers Oil Co. on its 
fee land, and is drilling at 985 feet. The 
daily average of the pool for the week is 
estimated at 19,000 bbls. 
In Other Pools. 

In the Markham pool, the Clem Oil Co. 
has tested No. 12 Meyers at 1,450 feet 
and it shows for a 50-bbl. well. One mile 
north of the pool the Producers Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Gray at 2,500 feet. In 
the pool proper this company is drilling 
No. 4 Meyers around 1,900 feet and pre- 
paring to make a test at that depth. 
South of the pool, Doheny et al. are drill- 
ing No. 1 Smith with cable tools at 2,400 
feet. No. 2 Smith was abandoned two 
weeks ago at 2,200 feet on account of the 
bottom of the hole heaving. Their No. 1 
Kountz, to the west of the Smith, is drill- 
ing at 2,000 feet, and No. 2 Kountz at 546 
feet. Four miles northwest of the pool, 
Dr. P. S. Griffith, of Houston, is drilling 
No. 1 Northern Irrigation Co. lands be- 
low 1,300 feet, having tested and got a 
water sand at 1,150 feet. In the Batson 





Milhome at 1,900 feet. The Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. has three rigs going in this pool, 
drilling No. 7 Kirby in gumbo at 1,625 
feet and No. 55 Cchoate in rock at 2,235 
feet. No. 16 on the Knight is being deep- 
ened. The Batson-Milhome Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 45 Milhome at 1,000 feet. In 
the Saratoga pool, the Gulf Production 
Co. is drilling No. 20 BBc at 867 feet, and 
the Rio Bravo Oil Co. is rigging up for 
No. 354 fee. The estimated daily average 
of the pool has fallen off from 2,000 to 
1,900 bbls. during the past 10 days. 

As already stated in this review, the 
Gulf Refining Co. controls the bulk of the 
defined acreage and production in the 
Edgerly pool. This company is drilling 
No. 18 Bright-Penn in gumbo at 3,100 feet 
No. 19 Bright-Penn in sand and boulders 
at 2,345 feet, while No. 20 on this lease 
is drilling in sand at 1,375 feet. The com- 
pany is rigging up for No. 3-A Reed. It 
has worked over No. 4 B. Higgins, bring- 
ing it back to a 350-bbl. well. The Vic- 
tory Oil Co. is drilling No. 5 Lilliard at 
2,885 feet, and the Chastain Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 1 Burton below 2,875 feet. 
The Travelers Oil Co. has set 6-inch in 
No. 2 Muller at 2,800 feet and shut down 
waiting for it to set. The Victory Oil Co. 
is making a shallow test in No. 11 Lilliard 
at 1,200 feet and has set strainer at that 
depth. The Miller Oil Co. is below 2,756 
feet in No. 2 Reed, while the Lyons Gulf 
Coast Oil & Development Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Farichild at 2,450 feet. 

Wildcats. 

Off Morgan’s Point, across the bay from 
the Goose Creek pool, Briant et al. are 
drilling on the island at 3,400 feet. The 
Cudahy Oil Co. has a 10,000,000-foot gas- 
ser in Duvall County and has skidded the 
derrick over to start another hole. Three 
miles southeast of Piedras Pintas the 
Pepper Oil Co. is drilling at 300 feet and 
will probably abandon the hole. Brazier 
et al. have set 8-inch in No. 1 in the 
Piedras Pintas pool. Southeast of the 
Humble pool, the Gas Lake Oil Co. is 
drilling on the Victor Blanco league at 
1,500 feet. In the Mexia gas district, the 
Mexia Oil & Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 
Hayter at 900 feet and No. 1 Desenberg 
at 875 feet. The test of the Freeman Oil 
& Gas Co. on the Haddick is shut down 
temporarily. Hurley et al. are starting 
on the Hughes, north of Mexia. The In- 








dustry Oil Co. is preparing to start an- 
other test near the town of Industry, 
Washington County, where a test was 
made last year during the Mill Creek 
excitement in that county, southwest of 
Brenham. The Brenham Oil Co. has put 
a vacuum pump on the only well devel- 
oped in the Mill Creek district, and it is 
said, increased the output from 8 to 15 
bbls. per day. Alkemeyer et al. are drill- 
ing near Seabrook, in Galveston County, 
at 1,367 feet in gumbo, and the Alvin Oil 
& Gas Co. has resumed work on its test 
south of Alvin at 1,675 feet. The Gulf 
Production Co. has started a second test 
at Barber’s Hill, Chambers County, drill- 
ing at 689 feet. Pitts et al. are below 
1,700 feet on the Dorsett tract, about 12 
miles south of Dayton, Liberty County, 
and the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is drill- 
ing on the Minchey at 546 feet. The Katy 
Oil & Development Co. is below 2,050 feet 
at Katy, while the Yokum Oil Co. has 
started a test one mile seuth of Sheldon, 
Harris County. Brown et al. are shut 
down temporarily at Blue Ridge, Fort 
Bend County. Brown et al., of Beau- 
mont, have started a test on the Jackson 
ranch in Chambers County. The Sun Co., 
Gulf Production Co., Producers Oil Co. 
and individuals have all taken an interest 
in the lease of 2,000 acres secured by Mr. 
Brown. 
Personals. 

J. P. Sweeney, who recently joined the 
J. §S. Cullinan interests, has returned 
from a business trip to California. 

M. J. Spellacy, well known in all oil 
regions, is here from Los Angeles. 

Frank Phillips, president of the Bar- 
tlesville National Bank, of Bartlesville, 
Okla., spent part of the week in Houston 
on a business visit to the Goose Creek 
pool. 

A. C. Ebie, manager of the sales de- 
partment of the Magnolia Petroleum Co., 
with Dallas headquarters, and Marshal 
Courtaney, secretary of the company, 
were in Houston during the past week. 
It is rumored that the Magfiolia company 
will increase its capital stock from $20,- 
000,000 to $30,000,000 at the annual meet- 
ing to be held in Galveston during next 
month. It is also predicted that the divi- 
dend will be increased, as the earnings 
of the company have been very satisfac- 
tory during the past year. 








By M. L. 
PRODUCTION STEADILY DECLINES. 





SHREVEPORT, La., Jan. 1.—The steady 
decline in production in the North Louis- 
iana field has finally resulted in a soar- 
ing of prices, and credit balances are 
shooting up toward the record-breaking 
quotations reached in March of last year 
and maintained throughout the months of 
April, May and June and up to the mid- 
die of July. At that time, the highest 
grade of Caddo light brought $1.55 per 
barrel, and it was not until the month of 
August that the prices seriously declined. 
During that month there were six cuts 
made, bringing the price down to 90 cents 
a barrel, and only 65 cents for heavy oil 
in Caddo, with De Soto oil bringing 80 
cents and Crichton oil 60 cents. On Dec. 
2 the first advance was made, and five 
postings that month have shot the price 
up as fast as it had fallen down, until 
it is now quoted at $1.40 for Caddo light, 
85 cents for Caddo heavy, $1.30 for. De 
Soto and $1.10 for Crichton. 

Operations during the past month have 
been almost devoid of interest, but it is 
expected that after the first of the year 
there will be a general improvement in 
conditions, as leasing has been unusually 
active and many locations have been 
made in both proven and wildcat terri- 





pool, the Sun Co. is sidetracking No. 58 


tory, on which work is expected to start 
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in the near future. The completions of 
the past month numbered 26, of which 
14 were dry holes and only 420 bbls. of 
new production. Twelve of the completed 
wells were drilled in Caddo, with an in- 
itial production of 380 bbls., showing that 
most of the present drilling operations 
are in this field. The production of the 
field continues to decline, last week’s daily 
average in De Soto and Red River 
amounting to 9,625 bbls. and that of Cad- 
do and Northeastern Texas 14,540 bbls., a 
decrease of 595 bbls. daily. The best com- 
pletion of the week was made in the 
Grand Bayou district, in Red River Par- 
ish, the Producers Oil Co. getting a 260- 
bbl. flowing well in Sample D-4, Section 
33-13-11. An important feature of the 
week’s development was the completion of 
a small pumper on the Frost-Johnson 
lease, in the Logansport district, by the 
Logansport Oil Co., in Section 1-11-16, and 
this well, which is making about 10 bbls. 
daily. will undoubtedly encourage further 
drilling operations in this territory. The 
State Oil & Gas Co. got a 15-bbl. pumper 
on the Rogers lease, near Lewis, in the 
old Caddo field, in the shallow-sand terri- 
tory, in Section 13-21-16. The Producers 
Oil Co. got a dry hole in No. 6 V. S. & P., 
south of Ferry Lake, in Section 33-20-16, 
and the Producers Oil Co.’s test on the 
Wemple lease, two miles north of the 





Naborton field, in De Soto Parish, Sec- 
tion 14-13-12, also resulted in a dry hole. 


Caddo and De Soto. 

Numerous locations made during the 
past week in the Caddo field indicate an 
increase in activity for the coming ‘month 
affecting nearly every district in the field. 
The De Soto Oil & Gas Co. has made a 
location for No. 3 Joyce in Section 35-20- 
16, south of Ferry Lake; the Louisiana 
Petroleum Co. has derrick up for No. 1 
Tricksell on fee land in Section 18-21-15, 
east of Lewis and just north of here; the 
Producers Oil Co. has made a location on 
the G. M. Huckaby lease in Section 7-21- 
15, while just east, in the same district, 
the Vivian Oil & Gas Co. has derrick up 
for No. 1 Herndon, in Section 17-21-15. A 
little north of Lewis, the State Oil & Gas 
Co. has derricks up for No. 41 and No. 42 
Rogers, in Section 13-21-16, and half a 
miles southwest of Lewis the Producers 
Oil Co. has made a location for No. 8 
Brooks, in Section 23-21-16. The Produc- 
ers Oil Co. has also made a location for 
No. 48 Harrell, in Section 2-21-16, two 
and one-half miles north of Lewis, and the 
Lucky Strike Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 
Evans, Section 28-22-15, three miles east 
of Vivian, at 960 feet. 

The Gulf Refining Co. has extensive 
drilling operations in progress on the 
Ferry Lake lease, extending around all 
sides of the lake, and also has several 
rigs running on the Caddo Levee Board 
lease, both north and south of the lake, 
They also have a test drilling on the J. 
H. Harris lease, in Section 29-20-15, two 
miles east of Mooringsport, and location 
has been made for No. 1 Nunnaly in the 
same section. Marsh & Wilson tested 
dry in their Stiies & Lewis well, north of 
the lake in Section 10-20-16, and are drill- 
ing deeper; the Peerless Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 2 Hammett, Section 29-20-15, two 
miles east of Mooringsport, at 850 feet, 
and in Section 3-20-15, three miles east of 
Oil City, the Louisiana Petroleum Co. is 
drilling No. 1 fee at 1,650 feet, and the 
Penn-Wyo. Oil Co. is down 500 feet in 
the deep test on the Harrell lease in Sec- 
tion 4-21-16 and has one well drilling on 
the Teat lease south of Ferry Lake, in 
Section 34-20-16. 

In De Soto Parish, there are only two 
rigs left running in the west end of the 
Naborton field, the Gulf Refining Co.’s 
No. 1 Brownfield, Section 4-12-12, bailing 
at 2,575 feet, and the Producers Oil Co.’s 
Saunders A-18, Section 34-13-12, drilling at 
1,600 feet. In the east end of the field, 
in the Grand Bayou district, the Produc- 
ers Oil Co. is rigging up to drill Williams 
No. 1 in Section 33-13-11, and in Section 
32-13-11 the Gulf Refining Co. is drilling 
Wemple A-10 at 150 feet and setting liner 
in Williams E-1 at 2,400 feet. Derrick is 
up for Jenkins A-32, in Section 2-12-11, 
and Williams C-10 is drilling at 750 feet 
in Section 31-13-11. 

In the Logansport district, the Logans- 
port Oil Co. got a small well in its second 
test on the Frost-Johnson lease in Section 
1-11-16; No. 1 Pace, Section 2-11-16, has a 
fishing job at 1,300 feet; No. 1 Nash has 
6-inch set at 300 feet in Section 24-12-16; 
No. 2 Stephens made a test for gas at 
800 feet and not getting satisfatcory re- 
sults is drilling deeper, at 1,500 feet, and 
No. 1 Gannon, Section 12-11-16, is rigging 
up to drill. The Producers Oil Co. has a 
fishing job in No. 2 Baker, Section 34-13- 
12, at Spider. Seven miles north of Spider 
the Seminole Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Pey- 
ton-Courtney, Section 31-13-14, at 2,000 
feet, and eight miles further north the 
Oil & Exploration Co. is bailing for a 
test in No. 1 Dowling, Section 29-14-14, 
at 2,425 feet. 

Red River. 

Another test is being drilled on the 
Chicago Coal & Land Co.’s lease, north of 
the Naborton field and four miles west 
of Gusher Bend, by the Standard Oil Co., 
which is now down 900 feet. A number 
of tests were made on this lease during 
the early days of the DeSoto Parish de- 
velopment, but without success, and re- 
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GASOLINE 


HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, O. TULSA, OKLA. 








Mr. Up-to-Date Gas Man:— 
Any Gas Field, Earth. 
Dear Sir: — 


Are you saving your gasoline? If not, let us show you 
your great opportunity. Do it now while the great harvest 
ison. We build gasoline extraction plants, using the com- 
pression and absorption methods. 


Do you need a pipe line? Our experience in acetylene 
welding pipe line is unequaled. Several large contracts now 
in process of construction and many more in successful oper- 
ation. If you need pipe lines of any kind, wire us. 


Yours sincerely, 


Hope ENGINEERING & Suppty Co. 


PROFIT 

















PRODUCER EXPORTER 
SHIPPER REFINER 









Western Union 


Codes used: Liebers 
A. B. C., 5th Edition 


Cable Address—Sun-Phila. 


GASOLENE 


FUEL OIL 
NAPHTHA GAS OIL 
BURNING OILS ASPHALTS 
LUBRICATING OILS FLUX OILS 
CYLINDER OILS PARAFFINE WAXES, ETC. 
OILS FOR ALL SPECIAL PURPOSES TURPENTINE SUBSTITUTES 


SUN COMPANY, ruivavecrnia, pa. 
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cent development in the vicinity had re- 
vived interest in this territory. Another 
item of interest is a renewal of drilling 
operations in the old Crichton field, the 
Gulf Refining Co. making a location for 
No. 7 Christopher, in Section. 16-13-10. A 
location has also been made by this com- 
pany for Natalie A-21, in Section 19-13-10, 
east of Gusher Bend and south of Crich- 
ton, and on the west side of the river, in 
the old Abington field, location has been 
made for No. 28 Marston, in Section 14- 
13-11. The Gulf Refining Co. has derrick 
up for No. 19 Kennedy, in Section 23-13- 
11, having just completed No. 17, for 
which standard rig is being built to pump. 
No. 33 Robinson, Section 26-13-11, is bail- 
ing at 2,600 feet and Jenkins E-2, Section 
11-12-11, is drilling at 2,550 feet. 

In the Grand Bayou district, a 260-bbl. 
well was completed by the Producers Oil 
Co. on the Sample lease in Section 33-13- 
11, and another is bailing at 2,450 feet. 
No. 5 Hicks is drilling at 1,580 feet. T. B. 
Owens et al. are drilling No. 1 Nabors, 
Section 28-13-11, at 1,750 feet. 

South of the Red River field, in the 
Black Lake district, in Natchitoches and 
Winn Parishes, there is every indication 
of an active drilling campaign in the near 
future, and a test started by the Produc- 
ers Oil Co. on the Griggsby lease in Sec- 
tion 9-1-6 will add still greater interest 
to operations in this territory, already 
looked upon as a probable oil field. In 
Winn Parish, the A. J. Yoke Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling No. 1 Giddens, Section 17- 
10-5, at 560 feet, and the Pardee Oil Co. 
is drilling at 2,300 feet in No. 1 Gee, Sec- 
tion 30-11-2, and over on the west side 
of the river the Lake End Oil & Gas Co., 
which has been closed down for some 
time, is getting ready to resume drilling. 


In Various Districts. 


Bossier Parish development has resolved 
itself into a few important tests by the 
large companies, most of the independent 
operators having become discouraged by 
the failure to find oil. Its importance as 
a gas field can not be overestimated, and 
it is expected that as soon as a market 
is provided for the output there will be 
more drilling in this district. The Atlas 
Oil Co. is down 2,800 feet in No. 4 Elston, 
Section 19-16-10; the Gulf Refining Co. is 
drilling at 2,800 feet in No. 2 Caplis and 
at 900 feet in No. 1 Curtis; the Hodges 
Oil Co. has a gas blowout in No. 1 Burke, 
Section 21-16-11, which it will kill and go 
deeper, and on the west side of the river, 
in Caddo Parish, the Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling at 1,200 feet in No. 1 Huron Land 
Co., Section 18-15-12. 

In the Bethany district, Panola County, 
Texas, work has been taken up by the 
big companies and serious efforts are be- 
ing made to locate a pay sand in this 
territory. Several small wells have been 
brought in, but hardly of enough import- 
ance as yet to be called paying producers. 
The Producers Oil Co. is making a deep 
test on the Furrh lease, in which it is 
down 3,075 feet and drilling ahead; Woolf 
& Keen are drilling at 600 feet on the 
Werner Saw Mill Co. property; the Gulf 
Production Co. has set 6-inch casing at 
2,350 feet in No. 1 Palmetto-Jernigan, and 
the Bethany Oil Co. in No. 1 Sol Jernigan, 
and the Excelsior Oil & Gas Co. bailed 
dry in No. 1 McLain at 2,550 feet and it 
is standing idle. 

Across the State line from the Logans- 
port development, in Shelby County, Tex- 
as, the Producers Oil Co. is down 3,550 
feet in the Pickering well and reaming 
to set 4%-inch casing. 


North of Sulphur Springs, in Lamar 





County, Texas, a location has been made 
for No. 1 Bath, the test to be drilled by 
the Lamar Oil Co. 

In the Hart’s Island district, just south 
of Shreveport, a number of important 
tests are being made, the territory having 
already been proven a splendid gas field, 
but now being tested for oil. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. has two rigs running in 
this district, one on the Leonard lease, 
drilling at 750 feet, and No. 1 Deal, in 
which 6%-inch casing has been set at 
2,350 feet. The Arkansas Natural Gas Co. 
has set 10-inch casing at 350 feet in No. 
53 Wilson; the Southwestern Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. has set 6-inch casing in No. 164 
Berry fee at 2,450 feet; the Standard Oil 
Co. is down 2,000 feet in No. 2 Mattie 
Meyer, and the Louisiana Gas & Fuel Co. 
is down 1,950 feet in No. 1 Burkett. 

East of the Bethany development, an 
interesting test is being made by Dick- 
ingson & Woodley, who drilled to con- 
tract depth of 2,700 feet in No. 1 Alfred, 
Section 22-16-16, and were encouraged by 
the formation and general indications to 
go deeper. ° 

In Bienville’ Parish, east of the Elm 
Grove development, 6-inch casing has been 
set in both tests now drilling in this ter- 
ritory, the Gulf Refining Co.’s State D-1, 
Section 29-16-10, and the Arkansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co.’s No. 1 Shee, Section 11- 
16-10. 

In the Bastrop-Monroe district there is 
a prospect of extensive drilling operations 
in the near future. An active leasing 
campaign has been in progress during 





the past two weeks and an enormous 
acreage has been acquired by the Gulf 
Refining Co. and the Doherty interests 
about 20 miles south of Monroe. One 
tract alone of 11,000 acres was leased by 
the Gulf Refining Co. from A. J. Mercer, 
and the Doherty interests have at least 
30,000 acres leased for immediate drilling 
operations. 

In Morehouse Parish, the Ouachita Nat- 
ural Gas & Oil Co. had a blowout in No. 
1 Smith, Section 41-29-4, which they will 
kill and drill deeper, and the Morehouse 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling on the Crossett 
Lumber Co. lease in Section 33-22-5, at 
2,100 feet. In Ouachita Parish, the Perry- 
ville Oil & Gas Co. is down 1,700 feet in 
No. 1 Perry, Section 19-20-5. 

In Rapides Parish, the Concordia Oil & 
Gas Co. is rigging up to drill No. 1 Splaine 
in Township 6, Range 3. 

. Personal Mention. 

E. D. McCally, manager of the National 
Supply Co. at Shreveport, has returned 
from a three weeks’ trip to Pittsburgh 
and other Eastern points. 

Alvin Gardner, who has charge of the 
Gulf Refining Co.’s interests at Fort 
Smith, Ark., spent the Christmas holidays 
in Shreveport, and has gone to Beaumont 
for a short stay before returning to his 
home. 

R. A. Howe, recently connected with 
the Lucey Manufacturing Corporation at 
Houston, Tex., has returned to Shreve- 
port, and will take charge of the Gulf Re- 
fining Co.’s warehouse at Mooringsport, 
La. 











In The Texas Panhandle 


By F. W. 


OPERATORS ARE OPTIMISTIC. 





MINERAL WELLS, Tex., Jan. 1.—The 
continued increase in the price of North 
Texas oil, while very satisfactory to the 
operators of the Panhandle, has been no 
surprise to them, as, although the produc- 
tion of the pools has not been falling off, 
the consumption and shipments have in- 
creased and the amount of oil in storage 
is rapidly dwindling. Unless a consider- 
able amount of new production is devel- 
oped soon the stocks will have reached 
the vanishing point. A spirit of opti- 
mism prevails throughout the district 
and further advances are confidently ex- 
pected, a price of $2 or over being freely 
predicted within the near future. 


It is also prophesied that the next 90 
days will see an era of development and 
prospecting that has never been equalled, 
much less surpassed, in the history of 
North Texas. The wildcatters are espe- 
cially active and plans are being made 
for drilling, not only in localities where 
drilling has been carried on in the past, 
but also in virgin territory, heretofore 
considered unfavorable. 

The operators of North Texas fail to 
agree with the opinions of Dr. Oscar E. 
Bransky, the oil expert, who informed a 
convention of agricultural engineers at 
Chicago this week that the oil deposits 
of the State of Texas were 80% exhaust- 
ed. As a matter of fact, it is believed in 
Texas that the petroleum sands _ un- 
derlying the State have barely been 
scratched, and while it is true that some 
of the shallower sands are decreasing in 
output, up to the present time few really 
deep tests have been drilled on favorable 
structures. Now, however, a few deep 
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holes are being drilled, in several differ- 
ent localities, one or two of which have 
already encountered pay, and many oth- 
ers are being contemplated, and only the 
difficulty experienced in obtaining tools 
and machinery is preventing immediate 
drilling. 

Among the deep tests already drilled, 
or being drilled, can be mentioned two 
in Stephens County, which have only re- 
cently developed pay at 3,170 feet, and 
although the production is not very large, 
the stratum in which the oil is found is 
exceedingly hard and it is thought that 
a shot will wonderfully increase the ca- 
pacity when it is deemed advisable to 
use one. Electra has aiso several deep 
tests under way, though they are shut 
down just now on account of water short- 
age; Jones County has one test; Jack 
County has one, and Palo Pinto County 
one, all of which will be carried to 4,200 
feet or deeper, unless accident or pay 
intervenes. 


The holidays and the water shortage 
have interfered with actual work in this 
district to such an extent during the past 
week that there is little to report, either 
from the defined area or the wildcat ter- 
ritory, but it is expected that the next 
two or three weeks will furnish devel- 
opments enough to make up for the pres- 
ent dearth of news. 

Electra has shown up two important 
developments for the week, the one being 
the well completed by the Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Co. on the Piper, its No. 4, 
drilled to the 1,965-foot pay. This is the 
second good well completed within the 
last three months on the Piper tract, and 
as this one starts off with a production 
of 2,200 bbls., against 1,400 for the first, 





it is very satisfactory to the operators, 
especially as the first well increased its 
initial production considerably after flow- 
ing for a few days. Producers Oil Co.’s 
No. 8, ist Bywaters, has been drilled 
deeper after failure in the shallow sand 
and has repaid the extra development 
with a flow of 150 bbls. of oil and 15,000,- 
000 feet of gas at 2,024 feet. Forty-four 
rigs are still drilling, 10 are built ready 
for the machinery and several new loca- 
tions have been made. 

At Burkburnett,.there were several small 
completions, the largest being McBride’s 
W. Thom No. 14, which was good for 30 
bbls. at 1,808 feet, with 18 feet of sand, 
and Skeliy’s No. 2 Ramming, drilled to 
924 feet, also a 30-bbl. producer, after 
being drilled 10 feet into the sand. Pierce- 
Fordyce got a 15-bbl. well with Schultz 
No. 8 at 1,630 feet, Woodale Oil Co. fin- 
ished No. 11 Thom at 1,623 feet with a 
like amount of production, while the Tex- 
ahoma Oil Co.’s No. 15 Powell, No. 2 
Dodson, Walker et al., No. 7 Willis & 
Knight et al., No. 6 Powell were all 5- 
bbl. wells in the shallow pool, southeast 
of Burkburnett, drilled to depths between 
580 feet and 602 feet. The Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Co. got a 30-bbl. well in its No. 
30 Reilly at 602 feet, with eight feet of 
sand. No. 3 Warren, drilled in by Mor- 
rissey, Heydrick & Shaw, is still in 
trouble from the shot and they are. swab- 
bing about 40 bbls. from the hole and it 
will probably be a good well as soon as 
the damage has been adjusted. Hodge 
No. 1 of the Hodge Oil Co. has had the 
rig burned while drilling at 1,305 feet. 
Chaffee No. 1 Weith was abandoned as 
dry at 675 feet. Twenty-five wells are 
still drilling, six new rigs have been built 
and a few locations. made. 


With the Wildcatters. 


So far as actual drilling goes, the 
Christmas season appears to have par- 
alyzed the industry completely in every 
part of the district, with the exception 
of Stephens and Palo Pinto Counties, and 
little progress has been made even there. 

In Stephens County, the well of the 
Texas & Pacific Coal Co. on the Wright 
farm, after setting casing, drilled an un- 
known distance into the hard rock, en- 
countered at about 3,127 feet, and the 
hole finally filled up with oil. The fluid 
could not be lowered with an ordinary 
bailer and last night it was reported that 
after bailing two days with a sectional 
bailer the oil had been lowered to 500 
feet. This is the same formation in which 
the pay was found in the Parks well of 
the Producers Oil Co., near Breckenridge, 
to the southwest, and is pronounced by 
oil men to be similar to the Trenton rock, 
in which oil is found in Ohio. The lower 
strata passed through in these two wells 
indicate the Cisco division of the Penn- 
sylvania formation. Other wells drilling 
in Stephens County are the T. & P. test 
on the Boody at 1,040 feet; the Sloan. 
near Crystal Falls, which is underream- 
ing 10-inch casing at 1,210 feet to shut 
off a flow of salt water; Harrison No. 1 
has two strings of tools in the hole at 
900 feet and a consequent fishing job, and 
Binney No. 1 is shut down waiting a 
stem; the Producers Oil Co. test on the 
Smith is drilling at about 1,800 feet, and 
Parks No. 2 at 900 feet. 

Palo Pinto County has but one com- 
pletion, that being at Strawn—T. & P. 
Coal Co. well No. 184, located northwest 
of the town, drilled in at about 1,000 feet 
and shot, showing good for 25 bbls. South 
of Mineral Wells, the deep test of the 


Empire Gas & Fuel Co. on the Chestnut 


ranch has been shut down, as the boiler 
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LEWIS SAFETY TONGS—SIMPLE, STRONG AND DURABLE. 
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LEWIS SAFETY TONGS 
CANNOT CRUSH PIPE 
KISSICK SAFETY SUCKER ROD HOOK positively 


ping elevators on your workmen. 
easy of operation. Solid Forged Punched Drive Shoes and 


ROTARY FISH-TAIL BITS 
Sold only by the pound. Ask 
your dealer or write direct to 


BEAUMONT IRON WORKS Co. 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS, U. S. A. 
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Give Satisfaction Under the Most Exacting Conditions. 


This is due to: 





1. Their extra weight. 


2. Thoroughness in design and 
construction. 


3. High grade materials used. 
When you need additional pumping equip- 
ment it will pay you to investigate Goulds. 
It has been proved in actual service that if 
your pumps are Goulds the quality is there. 


Write our nearest office for bulletins and prices. 


ey . THE GOULDS MFG. COMPANY 


Main Office and Works, Seneca Falls, N. Y. 


Branch Houses, BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, PHILADELPHIA 


District Offices, ATLANTA, HOUSTON, 
PITTSBURGH, BALTIMORE 


Goulds Figure 1521 Horizontal Triplex Pump. 
Type of Pump for Capacity from 8,000 to 20,000 Barrels per 24 hours Represented by 
Against Pressures of 1,000 to 700 Pounds. THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO., OF KANSAS, Independence, Kans. 

















A DUST SETTLER WITH ALARGE DEMAND 


In the home, public buildings, stores, railway stations, offices, etc., dust is one of the 
greatest menaces to health. The dust question is being discussed and measures adopt- 
ed to combat it by both physician and layman. This has assisted materially the sale of 


STANDARD 


_ Floor Dressing 


Wherever it has been used it has proven successful. It not only keeps down the dust but prevents the 
spread of disease germs and acts as a powerful disinfectant. It also preserves the floors and prevents 
shrinkage and splintering of the wood. 

Wide publicity has spread the name and fame of Standard Floor Dressing, till today it is known and used 
all over the country. People are being educated to the use of Standard Floor Dressing and are asking for it. 
Be ready for the business. Standard Floor Dressing comes in one and five gallon cans, also barrels. 


SOLD THROUGH JOBBERS MANUFACTURED BY 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY 


(INCORPORATED) 
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needed repairs. Drilling has been re- 
sumed and will be prosecuted vigorously. 
For the last 200 feet the drill»has been 
in hard, black slate and a change from 
this stratum is being watched for care- 
fully, it being believed that pay will be 
found close by. On the Yell farm the 
gas well is drilling at 160 feet, with a 
heavy flow of fresh water; Palmer & 
Owen, drilling on the Nobles, are at 700 
feet, carrying salt water and will case 
soon. Of the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co.’s 
tests west and north of Palo Pinto, only 
one is in active operation, that being the 
one just south of the river, on the Beld- 
ing ranch, being drilled by the Star ma- 
chine, which is drilling at 1,450 feet. 
Where the standard rig was burned, fur- 
ther south, a new rig is going up and a 
water tank is being built on the Holt 
ranch and drilling will begin again there 
tomorrow. The latest news from the test 
south of Gordon shows it shut down at 
1,615 feet. 

In Parker County, Harry English is 
pulling casing for the Parker County Oil 
& Gas Co. from the test on the Peaster 
farm, preparatory to moving everything 
to the new location south of the gas well 
drilled last summer on the Morton farm. 
Mr. English has also taken over the well 
drilled by Cook & Woodruff to 1,200 feet, 
near the Polytechnic College, in Fort 
Worth, Tarrant County, has carried it 
on down to 2,350 feet and is still drilling. 

The only news that came through from 
Archer County this week is exceedingly 
discouraging, as the test of the South 
Side Oil Co. on the Wilson ranch got a 
flow of salt water at 1,633 feet. Drilling 
is being continued in the hopes of finding 
deeper pay. 





The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has made a 
location for a test on the P. W. Reynolds 
ranch, two miles north of the town of 
Albany, and will begin drilling at an early 
date. 


In Hopkins County, Geo. W. Stough has 
secured a block of acreage about three 
miles east of Sulphur Springs and has 
made a location. This vicinity is on the 
narrow strip of the Gulf formation south 
of the Red River in Northeast Texas and 
a rotary drilling rig will be used. One 
has been bought and will be moved in 
at once ready for drilling, to start during 
the month of January. Two holes have 
previously been drilled about 15 miles 
north of the proposed test, both being 
absolutely dry at 2,700 feet, but as each 
had a good gas flow at 1,442 feet, they 
were plugged back to that depth and the 
wells capped for future use. 


Personals. 


All of the wells of the Texas & Pacific 
Coal Co. at Strawn are now being shot 
by J. H. Chaffee, of the Illinois Tor- 
pedo Co. 

J. E. Sharp, of the Gulf Refining Co., 
paid a visit to Mineral Wells during the 
past week. 

F. T. Matteson, the tool pusher, has 
been spending the holidays with his 
friends in Mineral Wells. 

The friends of L. C. Heydrick will be 
pleased to learn that he has discarded, 
first, the wheel chair in which he ‘“‘loco- 
moted” when he first arrived in Mineral 
Wells; second, the stout crutches which 
replaced the wheel chair, and is now get- 
ting ready to rid himself of the cane he 
is carrying and to return to business at 
an early date. 








Pennsylvania-West Virginia 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


COMPLETIONS ARE SMALL. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa. Jan. 2.—The last 
week in the old year was featureless so 
far as related to development work in the 
Eastern fields. Fewer wells were com- 
pleted than for any one week since early 
in the year. In the list of completions 
there were no large wells. All are located 
in old territory, long under development 
work. 

While work in sthe fields was feature- 
less the market on last Friday was ad- 
vanced and this was of interest to every 
producer and operator in the Eastern 
fields. The new quotation is an advance 
of ten cents, bringing the price quoted 
by the purchasing agencies from $2.75 to 
$2.85 for crude of the Pennsylvania grade. 
The recent advances have raised the price 
of crude to a higher point than at any 
time since the industry reached out and 
has extended to a great many states west 
of Pennsylvania. At the beginning of the 
New Year the future looks most promis- 
ing and an extremely low market a thing 
of the past. Owners of old wells who 
nursed them along through many periods 
of depression now have a valuable asset. 


In the new development in Springhill 
Township, Greene County, Pa., the Car- 
negie Natural Gas Co.’s well on the 
George Isiminger farm shows good stay- 
ing qualities. No.1, drilled a little deeper 
last Thursday is producing 480 bbls. and 
No. 2, 100 bbls. The market value of the 
produuction from these two wells is 
$1,652 per day. When this is considered, 
it is no surprise that holders of territory 
in that locality are bending every energy 
to start new work. 

At the close of the week, light pumpers 
or gas wells were very much in evidence 
in all districts. On Little Creek, Spencer 
district, Roane County, W. Va., the Carter 
Oil Co. has completed and put to pumping 
its test on the T. L. Bartlett farm. It is 
producing six bbls. a day. On Yellow 





Creek, Center district, Calhoun County, 
G. L. Cabot has drilled in a second test 
on the D. M. Whipkey farm, which is 
showing for a gasser in the Big Injun 
sand. 

Operators are still trying for new pro- 
ducing territory in Sherman district, Cal- 
houn County. On Sycamore Run, the 
Hope Natural Gass Co. has drilled a test 
on the Baxter Poling farm into the Big 
Injun sand. It shows some oil in that for- 
mation. On the same stream, the came 
company’s test on the Franklin Robinson 
farm has a showing of oil in the Maxon 
sand. The same company has started to 
drill a test on the A. P. Poling farm and 
is down 500 feet at a test on the Hanning 
Poling farm. 

On Isaac Creek, Union district, Harri- 
san County, the Hope Natural Gas Co.’s 
test on the J. H. More farm is showing for 
a four-bbl. pumper in the fifth sand. On 
Freemans Creek, Freemans Creek dis- 
trict, Lewis County, the same company’s 
test on the Lewis C. Wooster farm is a 
fair gasser in the Gordon sand. 


On Grave Creek, Cameron district, Mar- 
shall County, the Patterson Glass Co. 
drilled a test on the D. H. McCracken 
farm into the Big Injun sand. It is a 
gasser in that formation. On Tar Kiln 
Run, Grant district, Doddridge County, 
the Hope Natural Gas Co.’s test on the 
W. A. Chess farm is a gasser in the 50- 
foot stray sands. On Sycamore Run, Mc- 
Clellen district, the Hope Natural Gas Co. 
is starting a test on the Oma Young farm. 
In Greenbrier district, the Sun Gas Co. 
drilled its test on the Boyle heirs’ farm 
through the Gordon sand; nothing was 
found in that or any of the upper forma- 
tions and the hole has been abandoned. 
In Greenbrier district, Doddridge County, 
the Victoria Oil Co. drilled No. 5 on the 
Adams farm through the Gordon sand. 
It is dry and has been abandoned. 

In Church district, Wetzel County, the 
Philadelphia Co. drilled a test on the 





G. F. Throckmorton farm through all 
sands and found nothing but a high gas 
pressure in the fourth sand. The same 
company’s No. 3 on the Moses Bartrug 
farm is a gasser in the same formation. 
In Central district, Doddridge County, the 
Pittsburgh & West Virginia Gas Co.’s 
test on the C. I. Cox and J. R. Hiley 
farms, are gassers in the Big Injun sand. 
In the Burning Springs district, Wirt 
County, the Nutter Oil Co.’s second test 
on the G. W. Nutter farm and Cox & 
Lockhart’s No. 6 on the Burton Robinson 
farm are 10-bbl. pumpers in the salt sand. 


Drilling and Starting Tests 


On Grass Run, Ten Mile district, Har- 
rison County, Ernest Randolp & Co. are 
getting in rig material for a test on the 
Amos Maxwell farm. On Tar Kiln Run, 
Greenbrier district, Doddridge County, 
the Wayland Oil & Gas Co. has drilled 
its test on the Michael Shaugnessy farm 
to a depth of 2,895 feet and found nothing. 
Drilling has been suspended. On Patter- 
son Fork, Ernest Randolph & Co. are due 
in the Gordon sand on the William Pepper 
farm. On Buckeye Fork, the same parties 
have made a location on the Lydia Sutton 
heirs’ farm. 

Southeastern Ohio. 

Late completions in the Southeastern 
Ohio fields are confined to the shallow 
sand districts. In the Rinards Mills dis- 
trict, Washington County, the Little Rock 
Oil Co.’s No. 3 on the W. A. Holland farm 
is a light pumper in the first Cow Run 
sand. In the same district, the Carter 
Oil Co.’s second test on the Elizabeth 
McMullen farm is dry in the Maxon sand. 
In the New Matamoras district, Hollstein 
& Co. got a four-bbl. pumper in the 
Keener sand at a second test on the 
Catherine Yester farm. 

In the Macksburg district, Stephens 
Bros. completed No. 29 on their own farm 
and haave a 10-bbl. pumper. In the same 
district, Lee & Mosley have a duster at 
a second test on the J. Noll farm. W.M. 
Hotchkiss completed No. 15 on the Leo 
Crum farm and had the same kind of 
luck. In the same locality, Edward Brown 
& Co. have the rig completed for a test 
on the George Hurst farm. In Penn 
Township, Morgan County, Ralston & 
Maynard have a duster at No. 12 on the 
J. J. McCarty farm. 


ARCHBOLD GAVE HALF MILLION. 





Last week when the New York Kinder- 
garten Association adopted a resolution 
expressive of its appreciation of generous 
donations received by it, the fact became 
known that the late John D. Archbold, 
who was president of the Standard Oil Co. 
of New Jersey, had given $500,000 to that 
organization during the years past. He 
was interested in the welfare of the chil- 
dren of the great metropolis and his in- 
terest took on a practical! from. 


GAS AND OIL IN TEST, BUT 
NOT IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES. 





SANTA FB, N. M., Dec. 27.—H. B. 
Gooch, expert on the development of oil 
lands, well known in the Tulsa (Okla.) oil 
section, and who is striving his utmost to 
develop an oil field in the Aztec-Farming- 
tion section, arrived from the lower coun- 
try last evening. He was accompanied 
by A. H. Masters, a merchant of Flora 
Vista, and Attorney George T. Bruington, 
of Aztec. The first well put down by Mr. 
Gooch and associates was drilled 2,080 
feet without material results. Gas in 
quantities and some oil were found, but 
it was concluded to abandon this pros- 
pect and move east and north. The 
company now has a rig up at a point 
north of Elora Vista below Aztec. The 
stout rigging, the best they have had, is 
practically up, but it will take two days 
more to install the machinery. The gen- 
tlemen are up to. order 2,500 feet of 2%- 
inch cable. They expect it here in time 
to start drilling in about a week. 





Magnolia Company Is 
Owner of Mc-Man Line 


Purchase of the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s pipe 
line from Cushing to Addington, the 
pumping station for the Healdton district, 
was announced Saturday by David C. 
Stewart, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Magnolia Petroleum Co., of 
Dallas, Tex. The price paid by the Mag- 
nolia is $2,000,000. The line is 137 miles 
long and 8-inch all the way. It was laid 
in 1914 and by special order of the Cor- 
poration Commission of Oklahoma was ex- 
empted from the provisions of the com- 
mon carrier act. The transfer of the prop- 
erty took place on Dec. 30. The Mc-Man 
Oil Co. also sold the storage tanks, some 
15 in number, which were listed as pipe- 
line property. 

It is announced by the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co. that it will open an office in 
Oklahoma and become a common pur- 
chaser and common carrier of oil on the 
same terms and under the same regula- 
tions as the Gulf Pipe Line Co. of Okla- 
homa and The Texas Co. It will also 
post prices. 

The purchase of the line gives the Mag- 
nolia an entrance into the Cushing dis- 
trict that it has long desired. At present 
it is paying 50 cents premium on a great 
deal of the oil shipped from the Cushing 
district and has been doing this for two 
years. As soon as these contracts expire 
it is probable that the company will be 
in the market on the same conditions as 
the other large purchasers of oil in Okla- 
homa. 

The transfer of the pipe line is more 
in the nature of carrying out the final de- 
tails of a contract than an absolute sale. 
When the Mc-Man Oil Co. laid the line 
it was with the distinct understanding 
that the Magnolia would take it over at 
the end of two years at a price fixed on 
at the time and during the interim state- 
ments from time to time have all been 
to the effect that the Magnolia was anx- 
ious to carry out its part of the agree- 
ment just as soon as the time limjt ex- 
pired. 

With Mr. Stewart on his trip to Okla- 
homa were Edward Greer, of Dallas, Tex., 
general counsel for the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co., and W. C. Proctor, general sales 
agent of the company. Mr. Stewart left 
for his home in Dallas Saturday night. 





SECOND EDITION IS PRINTED OF 
“PRACTICAL OIL GEOLOGY.” 





“Practical Oil Geology,” by Dorsey 
Hager, of Tulsa, has been revised and en- 
larged, much valuable, scientific infor- 
mation being added. The second edition 
has just been received by The Journal 
from the printing house of the McGraw- 
Hill Book Co., Inc. New York, and is a 
neatly bound, handsome, well-written, ill- 
ustrated and very informative work. Mr. 
Hager’s first edition of the same work 
attracted much favorable attention 
throughout the oil world and had: large 
sales. The second edition is still more 
attractive to seekers after geological 
knowledge and will doubtless be in brisk 
demand. Mr. Hager is to be congratu- 
lated on the success of scientific and lite- 
rary labors. 


HONOR FOR MISS IDA TARBELL. 





TITUSVILLE, Pa., Dec. 30.—It is un- 
derstood that Miss Ida Tarbell, widely 
known as an author and writer on eco- 
nomic subjects, has been tendered a posi- 
tion on the Tariff Commission by Presi- 
dent Wilson. Miss Tarbell passed her 
youth here, being a member of a family 
prominent in early oil-region history. In 
the late campaign Miss Tarbell wrote 
strongly in behalf of Wilson’s claims for 
re-election. 











Everything to Drill and Equip Oil, Gas and Artesian Wells. 


Will Drill or Ream Straight or Straighten Crooked Holes. 


Improved Hole Straightener and Reamer Combined. 





We make a Specialty of Nickel Steel Fishing Tools. 


Cameron Tool Company, cameron, w. va. 
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Fields of The 


Central West 


By “WHIT” © 


ANOTHERR ADVANCE IN MARKET. 





FINDLAY, O., Jan. 2.—The Ohio Oil 
Co. this morning posted an advance of 
10 cents in the price of North and South 
Lima. Indiana, Wooster, Illinois and 
Princeton crudes. 


FIELD IS EXTENDING. 





TOLEDO, O., Jan. 1—Where the Irvine 
field, in Kentucky, will end is not yet de- 
termined, as it is being extended in some 
direction each week. Now comes the re- 
port that a well near the town of Heidel- 
berg, in the southwestern section of Lee 
County and about 20 miles to the south- 
east of Irvine, is showing for a light pro- 
ducer, which will add a vast area of ter- 
ritory to the old development. Directly 
east of Irvine, near the town of Torrent, 
the western portion of Wolfe County is 
showing far above expectations. The 
drilling in of a second good well on Judge 
Bambord’s farm, near Standing Rock, 
and the new well rated good for 
about 25 bbls. of ‘Pat’ White, about 
two miles east of Pilot, practically proves 
up a large extension of the original Ir- 
vine pool. Already a number of contracts 
have been let for new wells in that sec- 
tion and it seems almost certain that a 
continuous pool will be developed from 
Irvine to near Torrent. A most encour- 
aging feature is the extraordinary thick- 
ness of the oil sand in the new territory, 
it being from 35 to 90 feet thick; this will 
more than compensate the operator for 
the additional expense incurred by deeper 
drilling. The sand is reached in the new 
territory from 800 to about 1,200 feet, 
which is some 300 to 400 feet deeper than 
the sand in the original field. Much leas- 
ing is still being done in both Kentucky 
and Tennessee. The Oil Fork Develop- 
ment Co. has been organized by Pitts-, 
burgh oil men and a block of close to 
15,000 acres has been leased in Cumberr 
land County, Kentucky. 

In the Irvine field, in Bstill County, 
Meldren & Keating have just drilled in 
two fine wells in Nos. 6 and 7 on the A. 
Q. Wilson farm, which produced 150 bbls. 
each. The LeRoy Adams Oil Co.’s No. 4 
on the John Shouse farm pumped 5 bbls. 
No. 1 Walter Shouse farm was dry and 
No. 2 pumped 10 bbls., while No. 1 W. M. 
Adams farm pumped 15 bbls. No. 1 on 
the William Shouse farm pumped 10 bbls. 

Williams, Hare & Neely’s second well 
on the Simp Horn farm pumped 25 bbls. 
Edward H. Everett’s No. 8 Pleas Tipton 
farm pumped 20 bbls. The Maple Oil 
Co.’s No. 15 on the Williams & Co.’s farm 
pumped 25 bbls. The Wood Oil Co.’s No. 
12 Margaret Puckett farm pumped 10 
bbls., and White, Newton & Moore’s No. 
3 W. B. Sutton farm pumped 5 bbls. 


Wlinois Field. 

The extreme cold weather has delayed 
the completion of many wells in the Illin- 
ois field during the past couple of weeks. 
More or less trouble is caused by the 
freezing of water lines. 

In Parker Township, Clark County, J. I. 
Campbell and others’ No. 8 on the south- 
east corner of the Fred Knecht farm, Sec- 
tion 32, pumped 30 bbls. at 405 feet. In 
the Siggins pool, northwest of Casey, in 
Union Township, Cumberland County, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 15 on the T. J. Stroch- 
bine farm, Section 11, pumped but 2 bbls., 
while James Harper’s No. 3 on the C. H. 
Gochenour farm, Section 25, pumped 10 
bbls., and the Ohio Oil Co. is drilling No. 
25 S. E. Underwood farm, Section 13. 

In Oblong Township, Crawford County, 
the W. C. Kennedy Co.’s No. 10 on the 
southeast corner of the BE. V. David farm, 
Section 31, pumped, 5 bbls., and the Ke- 
wanee Oil & Gas Co. drilled a dry hole 
in No. 9 on the Lucy Wertzenberg farm, 
Section 28, at 966 feet. 

In Licking Township, Crawford County, 
the Terrain Oil Co. drilled a 5-bbl. pumper 
in a test on the John Payne farm, Section 
14. In Montgomery Township the Enter- 
prise Oil Co. drilled a 2-bbl. pumper in a 
test on the L. N. Tohill farm, Section 9. 

In Honey Creek Township, Crawford 
County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 20 on the 
Washington Parker farm, Section 6, 
pumped 20 bbis., and No. 4 H. F. Jones 
farm, Section 12, pumped 5 bbls. Craig 
& Lowrie’s No. 5 on the southwest cérner 
of the Grove C. Parker farm, Section 13, 
pumped but one barrel. The Silurian Oil 
Co.’s test on the Mary Liston farm, Sec- 
tion 3, pumped 15 bbls. 

In Petty Township, Lawrence County, 
the Ohio Oil Co. drilled its old No. 1 on 





the Maria E. Ridgley farm, Section -7, 


down from the Ridgley sand to a depth of 


1.650 feet and increased its production to 
48 bbls. The Indian Refining Co. is drill- 
ing No. 39 on the C. Lewis farm, Sec- 
tion 20. 

In Dennison Township, Lawrence Coun- 
ty, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 6 on the north- 
east corner of the H. A. Seed farm, Sec- 
tion 21, pumped 20 bbls. from the Buchan- 
nan sand at 1,375 feet. 

In Wabash Township, Wabash County, 
the Associated Producers Co.’s No. 4 on 
the northwest corner of the Harrison 
Buchannan farm, Section 10, pumped 10 
bbls. at 1.474 feet deep. The Allendale 
Oil Co. is drilling Nos. 7 and 8 on the 
Lucy Courtier farm, Section 3. It is an- 
nounced that this company has turned 
down an offer of $750,000 for its holdings. 

In Sandoval Township, Marion County, 
the Southwestern Oil & Gas Co. has a 
rig in for No. 20 on the A. E. Benoits 
farm, Section 8. 

Indiana Field. 

The Indian Refining Co. has drilled in 
its wildcat well on the northwest corner 
of the C. Ford farm, in the Militia Dona- 
tion, Lot 121, Washington Township, Gib- 
son County, Indiana, and has a 30-bbls. 
pumper. The some company has a rig 
in for a test on the M. Nixon farm, in 
Lot 122. The Central Refining Co. is 
drilling a test on the J. C. Jones farm, 
Lot:116, and Taylor and others are drill- 
ing on the High School plat, in Lot 12, 
same township. The Ford farm well 
struck the pay at a depth of 1,525 feet. 

In Madison Township, Pike County, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s second well on the north- 
west corner of the J. R. Shonse farm, Sec- 
tion 35, pumped 15 bbls. The top of the 
sand was found at 1,273 feet and drilled 
to a total depth of 1,275 feet. The sand 
in the field is very shallow and only a 
small space divides the oil from the wa- 
ter and care must be taken in drilling 
the wells in. This company’s No. 4 on 
the J. C. Brady farm, Section 30, pumped 
8 bbls. The sand was found at 1,274 feet 
and drilled but four feet in. 

The Lima Field. 

The Lima field is also quiet on account 

of the same troubles that prevail in In- 


diana and Illinois, the freezing of the 


water lines and the extreme cold weather. 

In Plain Township, Wood County, Ac- 
kerly, Leonard & Rouse drilled No. 3 on 
Township, the Home Banking Co.’s No. 3 
on the northwest corner of the J. Kimble 
farm, Section 36, pumped 15 bbls. The 
top of the sand was found at 1,202 feet 
and drilled 75 feet in. In Henry Town- 
ship, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 22 on the 
southeast corner of the W. Hough farm; 
Section 26, pumped 10 bbls. at 1,404 feet. 
In Liberty Township, the same company’s 
No. 23 S. H. Powell farm, Section 11, 
pumped 8 bblis., and No. 23, same farm, 
was dry. A. B. Spear’s No. 3 on the Wm. 
Fearnsides farm, Section 10, pumped 10 
bbls. 

In Monclova Township, Lucas County, 
and near Waterville, A. J. Doblinger and 
others’ No. 4 on the D. Shoemaker farm, 
Section 9, pumped 3 bbls. 


ACTIVITY IN ALLEN COUNTY. 





SCOTTSVILLE, Ky., Jan. 1.—Business 
is getting real active in the Allen County 
oil field, and this part of Kentucky is en- 
joying a greater boom than ever known 
in its history, and it all:comes from the 
oil developments that have been going 
on during the past couple of years. The 
real drawback is the marketing ‘of the 
product when brought to the surface, as 
there are no pipe lines in the field, out- 
side of those from the farm tanks to the 
railroad, where a loading rack is located 
with a little storage. Many cars of oil 
have been shipped from the field to the 
refineries at Louisville, Ky., and to Knox- 
ville, Tenn., but there are not sufficient 
cars to handle the output of the wells 
and many of them are shut in. The build- 
ing of a large new refinery by the Stan- 
dard Oil Co. of Kentucky, at Louisville, 
will no doubt mean an extension to the 
Cumberland Pipe Line Co.’s trunk lines 
from Somerset to Louisville and a pos- 
sible line south from Louisville to the 
Allen County field, as there are prospects 
of oil in many of the counties south and 
a little west of Louisville as well as to 
the south and east of that city. 

The Republic Oil Co., a Delaware cor- 
poration, has entered the Allen County 
field and has secured leases on about 
1,000 acres in the county and now has 
three drilling machines at work. One is 
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on the Fishbrun farm, where an old well 
is good for close to 5 bbls. a day; another 
on the Burton farm, where the largest 
gas well ever found in the county was 
drilled during the war, and one machine 
working on the Fisher farm. This com- 
pany is also negotiating with parties for 
a block of 7,000 acres in Allen County, 


which, if they secure, will give them 
about 8,000 acres. This company also 
holds leases on 500 acres in Tennessee 


just across the Allen County line. The 
producing well the Republic Co. has on 
the Fishburn farm furnishes a_ better 
grade oil than that produced in the Rode- 
mar pool. This oil is green and has a 
gravity of 39 degrees. This company also 
owns leases on 2,000 acres in Estill and 


Powell Counties, 1,000 acres in Madison 
County and 5,000 acres in Rockcastle 
County. 


The Allen County Oil & Gas Co., a local 
concern affiliated with parties from Wich- 
ita, Kan., controls about 5,000 acres of 
leases in Allen County, with one produc- 
ing well in the Petroleum district, and 
has just let a contract for five additional 
wells on its holdings. 

The Ocala Oil Co., one of the early 
companies in the field, has closed a con- 
tract for the drilling of 10 wells in the 
western section of Allen County near ‘the 
old wells on the Walker land and close 
to Pope and Trammell Postoffice. They 





are also making arrangements to drill a 


deep well on some of the holdings about 
the first of the year. There has never 
been any deep tests drilled in the county 
and the one to be drilled by the Ocala 
company will be watched with much in- 
terest by the oil companies. 

The well of Heft and others on the A. 
B. Miller farm, about two miles south of 
the Rodimer pool, has been drilled in and 
is repoted as showing for 25 bbls. If this 
is true, it will extend the producing area 
at least two miles. This well almost com- 
pletes a circle of 10 miles around the main 
pools since the field has been extended 
several miles north, northeast and north- 
west within the past four weeks. 

The Long Creek Oil Co. is drilling an 
important test on the Joe Meredith farm, 
in the eastern part of Allen County, near 
the Barren River, and the location looks 
like an ideal one. 

Reports from Franklin, in Simpson 
County, is that Mike Holleran, the vet- 
eran oil man of Indianapolis, has struck 
a good-sized gas well on the C. R. Peden 
farm, near Franklin, and will not stop 
at this well, but will test out all corners 
of the Peden farm. The gas was found 
at 175 feet. The location is only about 
500 feet from a well that Mr. Holleran 
drilled for a company some 14 years ago, 
and he is enthusiastic over the prospects 
of getting oil before giving up the testing 
of the surroundings. 
him 14 years ago and looks better today. 








California Field Operations 


By C. H. 


WHITTIER-FULLERTON PROSPECTS. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 30.—In the 
Whittier-Fullerton field, the year 1916 will 
show a large and substantial increase in 
production over the year 1915, the returns 
so far completed showing, with the month 
of December, 1916, estimated, an increase 
of 1,456,475 bbls., the output for 1915 be- 
ing given at 12,871,911 bbls. and that of 
the present year at 14,328,386 bbls. These 
figures are compiled from Agency statis- 
tics. 

A newspaper published in the town of 
Brea, which is in the heart of the oil 
fields, surrounded by Brea Canyon, Olin- 
da, and in fact the most prolific part of 
the field, makes the following statement: 
“Intensesactivity are the words that ade- 
quately express the conditions existing 
in the local oil fields. As the year draws 
to a close none of the operating com- 
panies have laid off a man or slowed down 
on the work in the least. December is 
preparing for great things to start off 
with the opening of the near year in the 
oil business. The local field during the 
past month produced 12,000,000 bbls. of 
oil, and none of the producers shows an 
appreciable amount of oil on hand. The 
oil is moving as fast as produced. The 
local field has 62 strings of tools running, 
six new rigs up and new wells added to 
the production brings the number up to 
659.” 

This editor believes in putting the pro- 
duction figures so far above other fields 
that there will be no possibility of any of 
them competing for the honor of being 
the greatest producer. 

The large factor in the increase in pro- 
duction in this field has been the result 
of activities carried on by the Standard 
Vil Co. in the Coyote Hills possessions, 
where a large number of good wells have 
been completed. In the Brea Canyon 
district, where in former years wells like 
the Birch No. 5 ran the production up 
several thousand barrels a day, there has 
beeh a most notable decline, and none of 
the wells completed in the past 12 months 
can in any way be compared to their 
predecessors. The largest gain in output 
ean be attributed to the Amalgamated 
holdings and the Union Oil Co.’s develop- 


ment in the East Coyote Hills, located 
along the range of hills adjoining the 
northern city limits of Fullerton. This 


district shows great promise for the com- 
ing years, as there is good evidence of 
some very prolific territory, the larger 
part of which is controlled by the Union 
Oil Co., which at this time is extending 
developments south. A number of new 
rigs have been built and more are under 
way, and these will be started to work 
as soon as arrangements are completed. 
The Amalgamated owns in fee a tract of 
200 acres known as the Hualde ranch, on 
which about one dozen wells have been 
completed. As a rule, they are all big 
producers. The Hole property of the 
Union, 20 acres, sandwiched in between 
these prolific holdings, has supplied a 
humber of large producers, one of which 





GILMAN 


had the earmarks of a Lakeview gusher 
for several days, the oil flowing from the 
hole at a rate of 2,000 bbls. an hour. Few 
of the wells along this range come under 
the 500-bbl. mark, and as there are a 
dozen or more now nearing completion, 
the prospects look very good for a sub- 
stantial increase in the future. 


The Menace of Water. 


In the extreme eastern part of the 
field, operations are virtually at a stand- 
still, and it is only fair to state that op- 
erations carried on during the past year 
have been anything but encouraging. The 
overcoming of water infiltration into the 
oil sands has been a costly experience to 
those who have been up against it, so 
much so in fact that few are willing to 
start any new work. The Quintuple Oil 
Co. has stopped all new development and 
is confining its efforts to the producing vf 
two wells. They have had a long and 
tedious, as well as costly, experience with 
the water trouble, and they have come to 
the conclusion that instead of putting 
more money into these never-ending ex- 
penses, as the two wells are making 
something about 200 bbls. a day, they will 
draw down a few dividends from the 
present earnings, and so the company 
has gone on a dividend-paying basis of 
1% a month. The Caloka Oil Co. is about 
in the same position as the Quintupe. its 
directors declaring that there is no meth- 
od in spending every dollar produced from 
the wells in fighting water troubles. There 
is a possibility of these wells holding up 
for years to come, and in this way, as 
their lease requirements for drilling are 
easily overcome by mutual understanding 
among the producers, they will probably 
fare just as well and make more money 
than if they were to continue to try and 
get more wells. 


The Union Oil Co. is still drilling on one 
well offsetting the Quintuple No. 1 to the 
west. No. 3 of the Quintuple looks like 
a dry hole, and No. 2 of the Standard, 
offsetting this well on the Stearns No. 3 
lease, also looks bad. Both are suspe 14- 
ed, and there is little indication of either 
of them starting, as each are waiting for 
the other to go ahead and prove up the 
district. 


There is little to expect from the old 
Olinda field in the way of increasing the 
output for the future. It will do well to 
even hold its own through the redrilling 
and cleaning of old wells and the occa- 
sional drilling in of a new well on some 
of the inside locations. The Brea Can- 
yon has made a hard effort to hold its 
own during the past year, and this field 
will probably meet with a big decline 
from this time on, for the field has had 
a strenuous development campaign car- 
ried on for many years, and it goes with- 
out saying that gushers are a thing of 
the past. Some of the new wells drilled 
on locations inside the former big pro- 
during area now turn out a very small 
production, some even as low as 5 bbls. 
a day. This will not pay for drilling 4,000 
feet. 

The only new development in the old 


It looked good to} 





Whittier field is that of the Standard il 
Co. on the Murphy holdings, although dur- 
ing the past few weeks they have taken 
over some old properties which may be 
improved, but only to a very small ex- 
tent. It is not improbable that the pres- 
ent year’s production will be recorded as 
the largest in its history. This is not 
stated in any disparagement, but as an 
open statement of the true conditions. 
Much of the new territory that looked 
favorable a few years ago has been dis- 
appointing, and a number of prospectors 
who were carried away with enthusiasm 
two or three years ago, have long since 
retired from the field, many of them pay- 
ing heavily for their experience. The 
most promising part of the field at this 
time lies in the East Coyote Hills and the 
large acreage controlled by the Standard 
and formerly operated by the Murphys. 
In these two districts there is room for 
much encouragement, as some good, big 
wells are still being brought in. As for 
the rest of the field, there is a large 
element of doubt and the location of any 
new prolifis territory is a matter of the 
most serious consideration. 


HIGHER TAXES ON OHIO OIL IS 
ORDERED BY STATE OFFICIALS. 





TIFFIN, O., Dec. 30.—Local oil opera- 
tors and those owning oil-producing lands 
recently receied an unpleasant surprise 
when they learned that their taxes on 
such holdings were to be almost doubled. 
W. W. Weaver, deputy in the tax de- 
partment of the County Auditor’s office, 


Commission, instructing him to plaace 
these properties on the duplicate at higher 
valuations than heretofore. All produc- 
ing wells, which arelisted on a basis of 
their production, were ordered placed on 
the duplicate at $700 per barrel. Last 
year the valuation was $400 per barrel. 
.Thus a well producing 10 barrels per day 
-will be listed at $7,000. This tax is paid 
by the owner of the lease. 

On royalties, which is that portion of 
the production which goes to the owner 
of the land, the vaulation is placed at 
$900 per barrel. Last year the valuation 
was $500 per barel. 


has received notice from the State Tax} 





Has Navy Department 
Interfered With Law? 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 3.—At the meet- 
ing of the Senate Committe on public 
lands today, Senator Pittman charged that 
the Navy Department has interfered with 
the operation of the 1914 law of Congress 
giving relief to the oil operators located 
in the naval oil reserves and other with- 
drawn public lands. Great indignation 
was expressed by senators, and the com- 
mittee plans to have a meeting tomorrow 
to consider this charge and proposals to 
further amend the Phelan bill. 

The Interior Department has an amend- 
ment to grant remedial legislation for the 
California oil operators in opposition to 
the attitude of the Navy Department. 





UNKNOWN OIL WORKER DEAD. 





Last week a young man wandered into 
a Tulsa hospital, suffering from jaundice 
and so weak that he was unable to give 
an account of himself coherently. His 
mind seemed affected. The unfortunate 
was given treatment, but the inroads of 
his affliction were such that no cure for 
him was possible. He died and was taken 
to Mowbray’s undertaking rooms. In his 
pocket were found letters addressed to 
G. Clark and that name is the only clew 
to his identity. The young man was a 
driller or tool dresser. 


KERN RIVER OIL PROPERTY SOLD. 


FRESNO, Cal., Dec. 26.—Ownership of 
80 acres of oil-bearing land in the Kern 
River fields and known as the Oevrland 
properties, yesterday passed from _ the 
hands of the Bakersfield-Fresno Oil Co. 
into the possession of six prominent Fres- 
nans, whose identities were being kept a 
secret. The deal was arranged through 
W. F. Arnold, owner of the Budo Cafe, 
and a well-known oil man. 

According to Arnold, the 80-acre piece 
contains 21 wells at the present time. 
An attempt to operate these will be made 
immediately under the supervision of Mr. 
Arnold. They have an average output 
of 30 barrels of oil a day. The entire 
tract contains space for 50 wells. 
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News of Mexican Oil Fields 


By GEORGE BLARDONE 


SALE OF MEXICAN PROPERTY. 


TAMPICO, Mexico, Dec. 26.—According 
to Pittsburgh papers, Cia. Petrolera de 
Tepetate, a company organized and owned 
by A. H. Gibson, W. H. Zahnizer and M. 
L. Vincent, has been sold to the Mexican 
Gulf Oil Co., the Mexican subsidiary of 
the Gulf Oil Corporation, the latter being 
the holding company of the Mellon inter- 
ests, i. e., Gulf Refining Co., J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Co., and so forth. The dis- 
patches in question stated. the purchase 
price was not made public, but hinted 
that the sales price had been fixed on a 
valuation reputed to be $2,000,000. 

The owners of the Cia. Petrolera de 
Tepetate are in the States, as are the two 
ranking resident officials of the Mexican 
Gulf Oil Co. At the offices of the Mexi- 
can Gulf it was stated that no official 
word of the purchase had been received. 
The reputed sale occasioned some inter- 
est here, although it was known that. the 
property in question was being looked 
over with a view to its changing hands. 

Cia. Petrolera de Tepetate has one well 
completed on Lot 8 of the Tepetate Haci- 
enda. This well had tools and cable 
wedged to bridge in the 8-inch when the 
drill went into oil and gas at 2,024 feet 
and this obstruction in the 8-inch remains 
there. At that, the well will flow 10,000 
bbls. a day between 8-inch and 10-inch, 
which marks it a producer worth while. 
Lot 8 comprises about 58 hectares. The 
company recently received a concession to 
lay a pipe line from this property to the 
coast at a point below Lobos Island, 
where terminal property is owned. The 
pipe line concession is quite complete, 
embracing as it does the right to con- 
struct a private line of railway, telephone 
lings, water lines, etc., and erect pump 
stations. : 

In the Fields. 

While Christmas is hardly the holiday 
here it is in the States, at the same time 
there was a general easing up on field 
operations apparent during the past week, 
and normal activity will not be in order 
again until after the New Year is in- 
augurated. Operations the past week, 
therefore, were routine in the extreme. 

In the Panuco pool, Mexican Gulf Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 Lopez is drilling in limestone 
at 1,425 feet. The Sun Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Gonzales is drilling in limestone at 2,025 
feet. Cia. de Petroleo Mexicano La Na- 
cional, No. 1 Guzman (Miradores) is drill- 
ing in blue shale at 2,250 feet. Cia. Pe- 
trolera Hispana-Cubana, No. 1 Alamo, is 
drilling in limestone with a showing of 
oil at 2,050 feet. Cia. Zonas Petroliferas 
de Panuco, No. 1 Gonzales, is drilling in 
limestone with the hole full of oil at 2,290 
feet. Cia. Mexicano de Petroleo, Mexico 
y Espana, No. 1, Lot 4, Camolote, is drill- 
ing in hard shale at 1,450 feet. Texas- 
Mex Fuel Oil Co., No. 1 Castillo, is drill- 
ing at 1,450 feet. New England Fuel Oil 
Co.'s No. 1 Caballero is showing for a 
well, drilling in limestone at 1,900 feet, 
and flowing by heads, say 75 bbls. the 
day. Cia. Petrolera Oro Mexicano, No. 1 
Santana Riviera, is drilling in boulders at 
450 feet. 

In the Topila pool, Mexican Fuel Co.’s 
No. 9 Santa Fe is drilling in grey shale 
at 1,650 feet. Cia. Petrolera Poblana, No. 
1, Lot 4, Tamboyoche, is drilling in soft 
shale at 1,450 feet. Cia. de Petroleo de 
Topila, No. 1, Lot 9, is changing to stan- 
dard tools to drill in. : 

In the Santa Ana Hacienda, Cia. Petro- 
lera Puebla y Panuco, No. 1, Lot 12, is 
drilling in gumbo at 150 feet. 

At San Matero, Cia. Mexicano de Pe- 
troleo La Esperanza, No. 1, Lot 19, is 
drilling at approximately 600 feet. 

At Bsterillos, Mexican Gulf Oil Co. is 
crilling for account Continental Mexican 
Petroleum Co., the drill in the test there 
being 930 feet. 

At Guasima .y San Lorenzo, Cia. Pe- 
trolera La Tampiqueno is drilling in grey 
Shale at 3,050 feet. 

At Soto La Marina, La Corona Petro- 
leum Co., No. 2 San Jose de la Rusias, is 
drilling at 3,050 feet, while its No. 3, same 
tract, is drilling at 3,013 feet. 

In the Southern fields, Penn-Mex Fuel 
Co.’s No. 5 Alamo is drilling in hard grey 
shale and lime shells at 2,265 feet. 

Mexican Notes. 

Freeport & Mexican Fuel Oil Corpora- 
tion is assembling material for its wharf 
at its ocean terminal on the Panuco River 
above Tampico proper, and active con- 
struction is ready to commence. The 
wharf in question will be 500 feet long, 
which will afford -berthing facilities for 





two steamers, while a discharging sta- 
tion for river barges above the wharf 
proper is also embraced in the plans. 
Henry Carrington, resident engineer of 
the company, is in charge of the work, 
which will include the dredging of a turn- 
ing basin. 

Tampico Navigation Co., a subsidiary 
now of the Southern Oil & Transport Co., 
a Ganahl promotion, has received two 
new steel oil barges for use in its barge 
fleet on the Panuco River. The barges 
have capacities of approximately 6,500 
bbls. each, and are equipped with heater 
coils, the latter being sometimes neces- 
sary in handling the heavy oils of the 
Panuco field. These two barges, it is 


understood, will be followed shortly by | 


seven more. 

Interocean Oil Co. has completed its 
terminal on the Panuco River, Vera Cruz 
side, and below Tampico proper. The 
wharf is 301 feet long, while two 55,000- 
bbl. steel tanks are ready for service. 
Pump station and boiler house are also 
complete. 





FURTHER DETAILS OF SALE. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 29.—THe Gulf 
Refining Co. interests have closed with 
Gibson & Zahniser for their Mexican 
holdings with one gusher well on it. The 
Gulf interests pay $1,500,000 for a 70% 
interest in the lease and well, $750,000 in 
cash and the balance out of oil. In ad- 
dition, the Gulf company agrees to build 


an 8-inch line from the field to deep wa- 


ter at Lobos Island, where tankers can 
be loaded and the oil transported to the 
United States. Gibson & Zahniser retain 
a 30% interest in the property and agree 





to sell their portion of the oil at a stip- 
ulated figure, which has not been made 
public. A number of large interests were | 
after the Gibson & Zahniser property in} 
Mexico and it is said offered more than 
the Gulf company paid, but the owners 
preferred to dispose of their holdings to| 
some concern with marketing semen 

The J. S. Cullinan interests are now ne- | 
gotiating with the Spellacy Brothers for | 
more than 800 acres of their holdings in| 
the Mexican fields. This deal is said to} 
involve about $1,300,000. This acreage is} 


a representative of Mr. Cullinan and T. J. 
Spellacy. 

The Texas Co. has made a preliminary 
survey for an 8-inch line in Mexico from 
the Panuco fields to deep water at Lobos 
Island. It is reported that work of con- 
struction will commence at once regard- 
less of the political conditions in the re- 
public. 


ANOTHER GUESS ON PETROLEUM 
EXHAUSTION BY DR. BRANSKY. 





At Chicago, last Friday Dr. E. Bransky, 
a scientist in the service of the Standard 


‘Oil Co. stated that production of oil is 


not keeping pace with the consumption 
and that exhaustion of the supply was 
drawing near. The tension was consider- 
ably relieved, ‘however, when it was cal- 
culated that the estimated remaining 
supply of crude oil, visible and invisible, 
7,629,000,000 bbls. in all would last 138 
years longer at the 1916 rate of e¢on- 
sumption of 55,000,000 barrels. 

Dr. Bransky said next year there would 
be three million automobiles in operation 
in the United States or 750,000 more than 
this year. He estimated that eastern oil 


surrounded by production and has been| fields are 75 per cent exhausted; Mid-Con- 


in the control of the Spellacy Brothers 
for several years. The negotiations are} 
being conducted at Los Angeles between | 


tinent fields 50 per cent; Texas fields 80 
per cent and the California fields 35 per 
cent exhausted. 
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that survives 
the hardest drilling 


Scraped and strained as it pounds its 
way down to oil sand—this sturdy 
Columbian Cable comes through as 
tough and springy as ever. 


Next cable you run—Use Columbian 


Our booklet ““How they put the Able 


into Columbian Cable’’ 


tells more 


about this long-lived cable. 


COLUMBIAN ROPE COMPANY 


AUBURN, N. Y. 


(The Cordage City) 


At all NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY Stores 
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News from Fields of Canada 
By WILLIAM E. PARK 


TO DRILL In the next test the drillers went after 
oil and followed the dip of the geological 
CHATHAM, Ontario, Dec. 28.—Import-| formations in locating the well with a 
ant development work in the Athabaska; view to getting the most favorable point 
district of Northern Alberta is being) for oil. Instead, they got approximately 
planned by Spokane and Edmonton men, | 5,000,000 cubic feet of gas in the first 
who have the arrangements well under| sand, but no oil. Three other tests are 
way for testing the tar-sand territory! reported to be now drilling for the Coste- 
next spring. The recently-formed Spo-| McLaws syndicate, with indications fa- 
kane-Athabaska Oil Co., which was in-; vorable to oil or gas. Undoubtedly there 
corporated a short time ago under an AlI-| has been some oil discovered, but no in- 
berta charter, will finance the operations. | formation is being given out as to the 
The company has an authorized capital of | possible production. 
$1,000,000 and the money so far invested| The productive formations in this field 
is mostly from Spokane, Wash. James D.;| are stated to be much shallower than 
Tait,. of Edmonton, is president of the! those of. the Calgary district, where the 
company and W. B. Parker, of Spokane,| best oil showings have been around 3,500 


IN ATHABASKA. 











who has already had experience in the} 
oil business, is managing director. 

As soon as the steel on the Alberta &| 
reat Waterways Railway is laid to Mc-| 
Murray, a carload of machinery and cas-| 
ing will be taken north for the purpose of | 
making the tests. The territory to be! 
tested out by the company is 40 miles be- 
yond McMurray and actual drilling will! 
commence early in the spring. 

The area under lease is stated to be 
one of the best-looking petroleum pros- 
pects along the Athabaska, so far as sur-| 
face indications go. <A tract of 5,700 acres| 
on the east bank of the Athabaska River, | 
40 miles below McMurray, has been se-| 
cured on lease from the Dominion Gov-| 
ernment. It has a frontage of three miles} 
on the river, for practically all of which | 
it shows strong indications of oil, tar and} 
asphalt. Beds of asphalt or tar sand ex-} 
tend along the shore and under the wa-| 
ter, and the banks of the river are in| 
some places solid masses of tar sand, with | 
seepages of oil strongly in evidence. 


The} 
banks at this point run from 15 to 30 feet | 
high and the deposits of bitumen-soaked | 
sand are believed to extend well back | 
from the river front. At first, however, | 
drilling operations will be conducted as | 
close as possible to the river, in order to 
facilitate shipping. The machinery to be 
installed is a fully up-to-date rig and ar- 
rangements are now being made for get- 
ting the necessary equipment into Ed- 
monton in good condition for shipment | 
north when the road is ready to take it. 

The river for 50 miles or more below! 
McMurray is known to be free of rapids! 
and no difficulty is anticipated in getting 
supplies into the district once the Alberta 
& Great Waterways Railway affords con- 
nection with McMurray. It is the inten-| 
tion of the company to begin work as 
soon as the rig can be set up and the 
ground is sufficiently thawed out to per-| 
mit drilling. If things go as expected, | 
the carload of machinery will go north in 
February or March and by the middle of | 
May drilling will be under way. | 

Some years ago several shallow tests} 
were drilled by a Vancouver company 
near Fort McKay, on the Athabaska, and} 
showings of heavy oil are reported to 
have been encountered, but through lack 


of transportation facilities the drilling | 
was very expensive and very difficult. 
The tests made at that time gave the) 


best showings at some little distance from | F 


the tar-sand outcroppings. 
Oil Reported Near Edmonton. 

Further reports from Edmonton state 
that more oil has been encountered in the} 
drilling in the Viking field. The Coste-; 
McLaws syndicate (Northern Alberta Nat- 
ural Gas & Development Co.) well, which} 
was shut down in June, was currently re-| 
ported to have shown oil in commercial | 
quantities, and it is now stated that the; 
tests made in this district since then by! 
the Coste-McLaws and other interests 
have all shown oil. | 

The drilling was undertaken originally | 
by the Coste-McLaws syndicate with a; 
view to developing a gas production to 
supply the city of Edmonton. At the time} 
the syndicate commenced operations early | 
in the year there was already in the Vi-| 
king district one well drilled by Edmonton | 
men which showed gas in commercial | 
quantities, and the syndicate secured a/| 
lease of gas rights on considerable terri-| 
tory. It is reported, however, that the! 
lease did not include oil rights, and that 
when oil was encountered in the second 
well the discovery was kept quiet until 
the necessary oil leases could be secured. 
The territory is now reported to be pretty 
well leased, either by the Coste interests 
or by the operators. 

According to the best information avail- 
able, the No. 2 well (the one in which oil 
was first reported) showed 3,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas in the first sand, and the oil 
was encounteicd at slightly lower depth. 





{increased capitalization 


_experienced, 


feet. 

There has been a flurry of interest in 
the Calgary situation as a result of the 
reported striking of oil in the Southern 
Alberta Oil Co.’s No. 2 in Section 18-20-2. 
The oil was struck at 3,100 feet and is 
stated to grade 33 Baume. The location 
of No. 2 is very close to No. 1, which is 
a fair producer, flowing oil from about 
3,500 feet. No. 2 has not yet reached the 
corresponding formation and efforts will 
be made to clear the hole and go ahead 
with the drilling. The oil is stated to be 
standing 1,700 feet in the hole and bailing 
tests indicate a production of 20 bbls. a 


day. The Southern Alberta Oil Co. is in- 
creasing its tankage facilities to 5,000 
bbls. 


On another part of the same section, 
the Alberta Southern Oil Co., which has 
been shut down owing to a defective ca- 
ble is reported to have resumed drilling. 

W.E.P. 


TO INCREASE CAPITAL STOCK. 





At a meting of the directors of the 
Savoy Oil Co., held in New York Tec. 16, 
it was decided to present to a meeting of 
stockholders called for Jan. 16 a recom- 
mendation to increase the company’s cap- 
ital stock from $500,000 to $750,000, by the 
issue of 50,000 additional shares at par 
value of $5. The company has no indebt- 
edness, but will need funds during 1917 
for the development of new holdings in 
Oklahoma. To avoid a loan and to obvi- 


,ate the necessity of drawing on earnings 


for development purposes, the proposal of 
is made. The 
Savoy company has valuable property in 
Oklahoma and Louisiana and is under 
conservative management. 
Its dividends to stockholders in 1916 were 
20%. 
NEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST 

FROM GULF COAST REGION. 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 28.—A party of 
Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association officials 
have been inspecting the refinery plant 
of the company at Texas City and select- 


{ing a site for a case and canning factory 


in connection with the refinery. The lat- 
ter addition to the facilities of the com- 
pany will cost $100,000, for which an ap- 
propriation has been made. The Pierce- 
‘ordyce Oil Association is the Texas sub- 


| Sidiary of the Pierce Oil Corporation. The 


following officials were in the party: H. 
Clay Pierce, president; Clay Arthur Pierce, 
vice president; C. W. Cahoon, assistant 
vice president; John L. Gray, superintend- 
ent of refineries; Thomas W. White, man- 
ager of production and pipe line depart- 
ment, and John Brookmire, general super- 
intendent. The Texas City plant oper- 
ates mostly with Mexican crude and the 
company plans to extend its facilities for 
the manufacture of asphalt. 

The National Supply Co. of Kansas is 
removing its warehouse from Beaumont 
to Houston and hereafter stocks for the 
Coastal region will be carried here. The 
district headquarters for Texas and Louis- 
iana have been located in Houston for 
two years, with B. E. Byrne, the well- 
known and competent supply man, in 
charge as district manager. The Par- 
kersburg Tank Co. is also moving its fac- 
tory from Beaumont to Houston. 

A contract has been let for the con- 
struction of 25 houses for the use of the 
employes of the Cullinan-Galena Signal 
Refinery now being erected on the ship 
channel, about 12 miles below Houston. 
Grading for the site of the refinery has 
been practically finished. 

The Standard Oil Co. of Louisiana has 
notified employes that a bonus ranging 
from 10% to 20% will be paid by the com- 
pany. Employes receiving $1,000 to $2,000 
will get a bonus of 15% and all over that 
10%. 


The Hoops Add Strength 













AND 
PREVENT 
DENTING 
OR 


CRUSHING “G-E-M” 


Special 
Bilged 
Steel Barrel 


“The Better Barrel’’ 






















If you would prove for your own sat- 
isfaction just how much strength these 
hoop formations add to the shell of 
“G-E-M” SPECIAL BILGED STEEL, 
BARRELS compare the relative power 
required to bend a plain, smooth piece 
of sheet metal with a corrugated one of 
the same size and gauge. The latter 
will require considerably more effort to 
bend, hy? Because the corrugation 
is a reinforcement. Just so with the 
hoop formations of “G-E-M’”’ SPECIAL 
BILGED STEEL BARRELS, which add 
over 50% to their strength and enable 
po to stand up under hard and rough 
service. 


When you buy “G-E-M” SPECIAL 
BILGED STEEL BARRELS—the bar- 
rel with the hoop formations—you get 
a package that has over 50% greater 
wall strength than any other type of 
bilged steel barrel on the market. 
These hoops are integral with the 
body of the barrel. They are not forced 
on over the surface of the barrel, but 
rolled in the metal during manufacture. 
They are reinforcements and PREVENT 
DENTING and CRUSHING or other 
damage resulting from hard usage. 


What are your requirements? Write today for 
quotation and your copy of “The Better Barrel.” 


THE PRESSED STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


General Offices and Works, SHARON, PA. 


District Sales Offices: 
PITTSBURGH CHICAGO ST. LOUIS 
402 Frick Bldg. 1417 Lytton Bldg. 712 3d National Bank 
Bldg. 


NEW YORK CITY 
50 Church St. 


Pacific Coast Representatives: 


Dorward Engineering Company, 503 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 














50 to 1500 H. P 





The Economical Method 
of Pumping Oil is with a 


SNOW 


Oil Engine 


Do you want reliability? The Snow Oil Engine will meet your 
needs because it is simple, strong—built for twenty-four hour a day 
service. 

Do you want economy? The Snow Oil Engine is unequaled: 
it develops seventeen brake horse power hours on one gallon of oil. 
Do you want safety? The Snow Oil Engine is safe because it 
eliminates all boiler fires. 

Write for our estimates. 
Send for Snow Oil Engine Bulletin S-130—115. 


Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 
115 Broadway NEW YORK 


Snow Steam Pump Plant, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Branch Offices in all Principal Cities. 








$-173.2 
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BIG OIL PRICES FOR 


1917 ARE PREDICTED 


Wonderful Earnings of Oil Companies in the Past Year Are to Be 
Still Larger—Interesting Annual Review. 


(By Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 


The year 1916 has been an important 
one in the oil industry. The continued 
expansion of the refining capacity, which 
now largely exceeds the production, the 
rapid changes in crude prices and ‘swings 
in the daily production have happened so 
quickly and on such a large scale that 
the old-timer, who: had grown up with, 
but not changed his viewpoint with the 
expansion of the oil industry, could hard- 
ly catch his breath. 

Its effect on oil securities has been to 
attract a large amount of new capital 
and the public interest from an invest- 
ment and speculative standpoint. While 
much has been said and written about the 
“war brides,”” but few of them exceed the 
dividends paid or the market swings of 
the oil stocks, which have ranged from 
5% to over 90% in dividends and from 
$10 to $495 from their low to high points. 


Cash dividends from earnings of over 
$92,000,000 for the year have been paid 
by the Standard Oil group, the amount 
exceeding that paid in 1915 by over $30,- 
000,000. The earnings at the present time 
are estimated to be the largest in the 
history of this group as a whole, greatly 
exceeding those of the parent company 
in its best years, paying double the an- 
nual dividends paid by the Standard Oil 
of New Jersey prior to its dissolution, 
which, in the face of the largest and 
strongest independent competition the 
Standard Oil Co. ever had, is the strong- 
est evidence of the great expansion of 
the oil industry. 

During the year a number of the Stan- 
dard Oil group show changes from iow 
to high points ranging from $4 to $495 
per share, over half the list showing 
changes of over $100, showing good spec- 
ulative opportunities. During the year 
past there has been but little change in 
capitalization of this group, but 1917 will 
see changes in South Penn Oil increasing 
from $12,500,000 to $20,000,000, Ohio Oil 
from $15,000,000 to $60,000,000, with prob- 
able increase in Standard Oil of Indiana, 
Atlantic Refining, Standard Oil of New 
Jersey and Standard Oil of Kentucky, and 
probably Anglo-American if peace is de- 
clared, all of which, judging from the 
surplus accounts of the different com- 
penies, should come as stock dividends. 


Oil Center Moves Westward. 


The expansion of the Standard Oil of 
New Jersey into the Western producing 
fields and the Ohio Oil Co. in Wyoming 
and Kansas, the extension of the charter 
of the Standard Oil of Kansas to allow 
it to hold producing properties and »9wn 
pipe lines, is a strong indicator that the 
center of the oil business has moved west- 
ward and that refineries recognize the 
importance of crude supply to protect 
their investment. 

While the majority of the pipe-line 
systems have delivered an _ increased 
amount of oil over 1915, the Eastern 
group do not look as attractive for the 
future as the Western lines, which orig- 
inate their oil and get both the field earn- 
ings and largest single haul. Illinois Pipe 
Line will be the gathering line in Wyo- 
ming and Montana, while the Eastern 
lines face declining field earnings, and 
eventually their earnings will be largely 
from trunk-line or through business. Cum- 
berland Pipe Line, while having a new 
lease of life and increased business, will 
be forced to reinvest a large amount 
of money in new additions to plant and 
current prices discount the present de- 
velopments in sight. 

The refining companies have had a very 
Prosperous year, with low-price crude in 
their favor. Those who secured stock of 
crude on the decline have an excellent 
Prospect for large earnings in 1917, as 
from the present outlook they will all be 
busy if they can secure sufficient oil to 
Supply their capacities. 

Producing companies should have large 
earnings in 1917, as crude prices will 
probably range higher than any time dur- 
ing the past 20 years. Those companies 
that have both production and refining 
will also enjoy largely increasing earn- 
ings. 

More oil companies of all kinds were 
organized during 1916 than at any time 
in the past 15 years. A number were 
formed with ample capital, energetic man- 
agement and business organization, which 
have not only paid handsome dividends, 
but have largely increased their plants 
and business, 





At this writing, with no fields in sight 
that promise large production with the 
exception of Wyoming and Montana, 
where they are handicapped by lack of 
pipe-line connection east, and Mexico, 
which suffers from insufficient water 
transportation, with the consumption ex- 
ceeding present production and stocks on 
hand being drawn on to supply the de- 
mand, it looks as if 1917 would see the 
highest prices for crude that have been 
paid in years and oil securities will be 
affected upwards. 

Mexican oil may have some restrain- 
ing influence on crude prices if transpor- 
tation can be secured, as the light grav- 
ity oils of Mexico will produce products 
equal to the products of many of the 
light oils of the United States, the small- 
er recoverable percentages of Mexican 
crude being overcome by the larger wells, 
the smaller production expense and the 
lasting qualities of the wells. This fact 
is recognized by many of the large re- 
fining companies of this country who 
have, during the past year, enlarged their 
Mexican holdings at prices that would 
have seemed fabulous not many years 
ago. 

The reports from the Eastern battle 
front in Europe indicate that the damage 
to the wells in the Galician and Rouman- 
ian fields will necessitate the pratcical 
redrilling of those areas before production 
ean be brought back to normal. This 
will mean that for at least two years after 
the war the Russian fields will be the only 
serious competitors to American crude 
near the European markets. 


Merger of Properties 
- By Oklahoma Company 


NEW YORK, Dec. 26.—Announcement 
is made here that plans are developing 
to merge a number of big producing prop- 
erties in Oklahoma and Kansas in the 
early spring, under the control of the 
Oklahoma Producing & Refining Co., and 
the proposition is being backed by some 
of the strongest banks in New York City. 
After the Secretary of the Interior ap- 
proves the purchase, the Oklahoma com- 
pany will take over a half interest in the 
Kennedy-Springer interests, bought re- 
cently for $6,000,000. These properties, 
which comprise almost 5,000 acres in the 
Osage district, four miles north of Hom- 
iny, are among the best in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field and have several wells with 
an output of over 5,000 bbls. daily. 

A syndicate headed by Luke, Banks & 
Weeks has been formed to underwrite a 
company, to be known as the Osage-Hom- 
iny Oil Co., that will own this Osage prop- 
erty. The capitalization will be $5,000,000, 
par value $5 per share. The Oklahoma 
Producing & Refining Co. will own 51% 
of this stock. 

The other properties, also good produc- 
ers, that are now being negotiated for, 
it is said, will place the Oklahoma com- 
pany in the foremost rank of independ- 
ents. Other plans pertaining to exten- 
sions of the refining capacity of the com- 
pany have not as yet been confirmed by 
the president, John M. Crawford. 





SIMONS HUNCH IS VINDICATED, 
BUT ANOTHER CHAP GETS IN. 





Ike Simons, Tulsa oil man, is quite an 
expert in drawing deductions. When he 
and associates drilled a well in the south- 
east part of Section 21-14-16 and hit gas, 
some’ observers concluded that the oil 
trend of the pool was not in that direc- 
tion. Then there was some drilling in 
the neighborhood by different parties. A 
small well seemed to be on a line con- 
necting Simons’ gasser with the Boynton 
district. Then Simons desired to lease a 
certain tract that lay within the zone of 
his hunch. His partners didn’t care to 
tackle it. Somebody had started a slan- 
der on the property. They whispered 
that it was not near the anticline at all 
and that it was probably no good. 

Well, somebody else, who didn’t believe 
all the idle gossip that’s going around 
about anticlines and their fickle ways, 
obtained the land under suspicion and 
drilled a well. Result: A 1,700-bbl. well. 

Simons’ judgment was vindicated, but 
there isn’t very much comfort in that so 
long as some other fellow gets the money. 

















LANE & MACANDREW, 


LIMITED, 


3, Gracechurch Street, 
LONDON, E. C. 


Oil Tankers For Sale 





EARLY DELIVERY 


9,000 tons total deadweight; new. 
Delivery U. S., prompt. 


8,000 tons total deadweight; nearly 


new. Delivery U .S., December, 
1916. 


4,760 tons total deadweight; Delivery 
U. S., December, 1916. 


DELIVERY AFTER THE WAR 


Or Owners would sell now purchasers 
taking over Government 
Time Charter. 


8,500 tons total deadweight. 
8,400 do. 
6,800 do. 
6,700 do. 
5,800 do. 
5,300 do. 
5,200 do. 
5,100 do. 
5,000 do. 
4,900 do 
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GAS PASSED THROUGH ABSORBING LIQUID 


Gasoline Absorption Process Described—Dry Gas Enriched and Waste 
Avoided—Number of Plants Recently Installed. 


(Written for The Journal by H. O. Sim- 
mons, C. E., of Tulsa.) 


In line with the widespread conserva- 
tion movement, in the matter of gasoline 
from natural gas, a number of plants 
have been recently built in the State of 
Oklahoma. 


This method is entirely different from 
the “‘casinghead” or compressor method, 
in that by its use, a part of the gasoline 
content is recovered by passing the gas 
through an absorbing liquid and return- 
ing the gas back to the line. 

The use of this method is found to be 
practical where a volume of at least 
5,000,000 cubic feet is passed through the 
line per day. 

Owing to the fact that the gas is re- 
lieved of much of its moisture, as well 
as a portion of its gasoline content, and 
then returned to the line in practically a 
dry state, the small reduction in heat 
units may be considered as negligible. 
Much annoyance in the matter of freez- 
ing lines is thus abated. 

Briefly explained, the equipment con- 
sists of a series of absorbers, which are 
best made of 18- to 20-inch pipe, which 
by an ingenious arrangement of perfora- 
tions and baffie plates, the gas is dif- 
fused throughout the liquid therein con- 
tained, and by passing from the top of 
the one to the bottom of the other the 
liquid is continually agitated and thor- 
oughly impregnated with the gasoline con- 
tent. The absorbing liquid being intro- 
duced into the first absorber of the series, 
along with the gas, and thence separated 
from the gas by another series of drips, 
usually made of 8-inch line pipe, from 
which the gas is returned to the line, and 
the impregnated liquid is blown by gas 
pressure to a settling tank and from there 
into the tower of a steam still. 

The tower of the steam still is simply 
an enlargement of the vapor line of the 
still, set perpendicularly, and is fitted up 
with a series of baffie plates and break- 
ers, which tend to retard the heavier 
vapors from coming over with the lighter 
gasoline vapor. 

The Absorbing Liquid. 

The absorbing liquid in common use is 
a non-viscous, neutral oil, owing to its 
higher boiling point than the lighter gas- 
oline. A number of experiments have 
been made by the United States Bureau 
of Mines, in which it is developed that 
naphtha is the most desirable, as far as 
the absorbing properties are concerned, 
but the heavier liquids have been proven 
to be more desirable in practice, mainly 
owing to the wider difference in the boil- 
ing point of the two liquids. 


The usual methods in common use in 
the distillation of gasoline from crude are 
followed, with the exception that no treat- 
ment is given the product, as it comes 
over perfectly sweet and water white and 
without the presence of sulphur, as is the 
ease with gasoline from crude, and is 
therefore ready for shipment without any 
further expense in handling. The product 
varies in gravity from 65° Baume to 75° 
Baume, hence does not require blending 
to reduce it to meet the requirements of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in 
the matter of shipping. 

It is also found that a certain amount 
of lighter vapors are brought over, which 
will not condense except under pressure, 
therefore a small drum is connected with 
the worm line just as it leaves the con- 
densor box, with a small vent in its top, 
and the suction line of a small compressor 
is attached to this drum about its middle, 
and the resulting liquid is delivered to a 
tight storage tank and carried under pres- 
sure, as it is of highly volatile nature, 
and corresponds in gravity to the ordi- 
nary “‘casinghead” product. 

This fraction is, however, only about 
2% to 5% of the gross yield, under nor- 
mal weather conditions, and must needs 
be blended to be of commercial. value. 


Location of Plant. 


In the matter of location of plant, it is 
quite essential that an abundant water 
supply be had for the cooling of the con- 
denser coils and the absorbing liquid, 
which is returned from the still to the 
absorbers. It is also quite essential that 
due consideration be given the proper lay- 
ing out of the component parts and the 
symmetrical arrangement of the individ- 
ual units as a whole, that economy in the 
matter of operation, as well as lo keep 
down the initial capital investment, may 
obtain. 

The buildings required are a combined 

stillhouse and pump house, a boiler house 
and a combination office and storeroom. 
The tankage required is usually two 100- 
bbl. run-down tanks, one 100-bbl. flow 
jtank and one or two 250-bbl. storage 
| tanks. 
Other equipment consists of two hot- 
|oil high-duty pumps, two water pumps, 
one gasoline pump, one small compressor, 
one engine and dynamo, one boiler-feed 
pump, feed-water tank and two oil-field 
boilers. 

It may be said in conclusion that this 
|branch of the industry is merely in its 
;}embroyo stage, and it is expected that 
| experiments which are now under way 
will develop means of obtaining a much 
|}greater yield than has been had in prac- 
| tice up to this time. 














Comments by Secretary 
On Geological Reports 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 31.—Three 


billion dollars is the value put upon the} 


1916 output of American mines in esti- 
mates made to Secretary Lane today by 
the Geological Survey. The enormous pro- 
duction was accompanied by the greatest 


profits the mining industry of the country | 


ever has known, 
about $300,000,000. 

“Never before,” said Secretary Lane to- 
day, “has so large a draft been made on 
the mineral resources of our country, and 
never before have minerals been extract- 
ed with less waste or utilized to better 
advantage in advancing the general pros- 
perity of the country. The wonderful 
record of our mines this year sets forth a 
degree of national industrial independence 
only hoped for a few years ago.” 

Production, it is estimated, has run at 
lease 25% ahead of 1915. 

Preliminary estimates indicate 4% more 
crude petroleum was marketed in 1916 
than in 1915. The total amount produced 
is put at 292,300,000 bbls. About 38% of 
this came from the Oklahoma-Kansas 
fields, 30% from California and the re- 
mainder from the Appalachian, Indiana, 
Illinois, North Texas, North Louisiana, 
Gulf Coast and Rocky Mountain fields. 

The copper output was the sensation 
of the year in the mining world. At an 
average price of 27 cents a pound, the 
1916 production had a value of $520,000,000 
compared with $243,000,000 the year be- 
fore, when the price was about 17 cents. 


copper alone netting 


; Tennessee alone of the copper States 
failed to increase its yield. 

Iron contends with copper for first place 
among the metals produced. Shipments 
|of iron ore this year, it is estimated, 
jamounted to $178,000,000 in value, an in- 
|crease of $77,000,000 over 1915. 
| The 1916 coal production also was the 
|greatest ever known. The mines sold 
| 597,500,000 tons, compared with 570,000,000 
tons, the record established in 1912. 

The coke output in 1916 broke all rec- 
|ords with 35,000,000 tons. 


ADOPTING GASO OIL BURNERS. 





The Empire Gas & Fuel Co., operating 
in the Augusta (Kan.) pool, is equipping 
|its boilers in pump stations and on leases 
with the Gaso combination burner, a de- 
vice manufactured in Tulsa. The burn- 
ers were adopted after thorough tests 
had been made by the company’s effici- 
ency department. 





_ELK BASIN PETROLEUM COMPANY. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo., Dec. 28.— 
Announcement is made by Berne H. Hop- 
kins and associates, of this city and New 
York, of the organization of the Elk Basin 
Petroleum Co., which will operate exten- 
sively in the Bik Basin in Wyoming. 
Strong Bastern connections have been 
made and the new company will have 
offices both in Colorado Springs and New 
York. The Elk Basin Petroleum Co. has 
acquired the interests of the Elk Basin 
Oil Co., organized about two years ago 
by Mr. Hopkins, and expects to be on a 
10% dividend-paying basis by Feb. 1, 1917. 














Exports to Europe of 
Petroleum Oils— 


We are in a position to take care of your 
inquiries for foreign and domestic ship- 


ments of 
Gasoline Lubricating Oils 
Kerosene Paraffine Wax 


Gas Oil 
Fuel Oil 


Grease 


Coke 


The shipping facilities at our refinery on 
New York harbor are unrivaled. 


TIDE WATER OIL COMPANY 
11 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 














Oklahoma Iron Works 


*‘Quality and Service’’ 


OUR SLOGAN 





We manufacture in our plants the well-known O-K brand of 
oil well supplies and tools. Made of the best raw material obtain- 
able. Our plants are equipped with the most modern and up-to- 
date machinery—operated by the most skilled mechanics. Our 
products are given rigid inspection before leaving our factories 


We manufacture the following well-known brands: 


-Rig Irons 

-Pumping Jacks 

-lron Sand Reels 

-Wire Line Clamps 

-High Pressure Pumps 

-Steam Drilling Engines 

-Under Pull Iron Pumping 
Powers and Connections 


Oil, Gas and Artesian Well Supplies. 
New Waterbury Manila Drilling Cables. 
Republic Iron & Steel Co, Line Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 

Our branches carry a full line of Oil Well Supplies 


General office, TULSA, OKLA. 


Branches, DRUMRIGHT, OKLA., BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., TAMPICO, MEXICO 


Drilling and Fishing Tools. 
American Wire Lines. 





Thursday, 











January 4, 1917. 
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SALE OF McMAN PROPERTY TO MAGNOLIA 


Deal Involving a Reported Consideration of $35,000,000 Closed On 
Wednesday—Daily Production of Approximately 35,000 Barrels. 


A deal said to involve a consideration 
of $35,000,000 was closed on Wednesday 
by the sale of the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s oil 
holdings to the Magnolia Petroleum Co. 

The property transferred includes ap- 
proximately 11,000 bbls. production in the 
Cushing pool; 15,000 bbls. in Kansas and 
9,000 bbls. in the Healdton pool. Two 
million bbls. of storage oil and 80,000 
acres of leases were also included. 

The consideration was part cash, part 
in stock of the Magnolia Petroleum Co., 





and the remainder in notes payable at 
various times between the present date 
and July 1, 1920. 

On Dec. 30 the Magnolia company pur- 
chased the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s 8-inch pipe 
line extending from the Cushing pool to 
Addington, Okla., for a reported consider- 
ation of $1,300,000. 

A large portion of the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s 
stock was held by P. A. Chapman, R. N. 
McFarlin, J. A. Chapman and E. P. 
Harwell. 








Some Oil Legislation 
Expected in Oklahoma 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Jan. 2.—The Sixth 
Legislative Session of Oklahoma is under 
way. The new capitol is far from being 
completed, but the lawmakers are pro- 
vided with sufficient space and accommo- 
dations to proceed with their proceedings. 
The Senate and House convened today at 
“high noon’? with the usual formalities. 
Paul Nesbit, of McAlester, was elected 
speaker of the House. C. W. Board was 
chosen as presiding officer of the Senate, 
pro tempore. The first act of the Senate 
was to adopt a resolution favoring votes 
for women, subject to constitutional 
amendment. 

In the House and Senate, committees 
were announced. A Tulsa man, R. L. 
Davidson, was appointed chairman of the 
oil and gas committee of the House. In 
the proceedings of the Legislature oil 
and gas matters are to receive much at- 
tention and the gross production tax on 
oil is scheduled to become an issue. The 
present 3% gross production levy on oil 
has been opposed by producers since its 
enactment. This law followed a 2% tax 
that was likewise opposed. While the 
outlook is not good for reduction or re- 
peal of this tax, it is not improbable that 
some action will be taken in a measure! 
to comfort the oil men. ; 

One plan that has as its protagonist, 
Senator Tucker, of Ardmore, is the ex- 
emption of oil in storage and of refinery 
property from taxation. As the law is 
at this time, oil that has been held in 
storage one year after production is sub- 
ject to an ad valorem tax. Refinery prop- 
ery is subject to the regular ad valorem 
tax on property not otherwise taxed. 

The theory of Senator Tucker is that 
the oil which has been taxed at the time 
of production, ought not to be taxed again 
if it stays in the State a year. He would, 
on the other hand, if possible, levy a tax 
on export of oil from the State, thus en- 
couraging the building of refineries in the 
State instead of encouraging them to lo- 
cate outside the State, as he claims is 
now being done by the tax on stored oil. 
Senator Tucker points to the building of 
refineries in Kansas and Texas, just 
across the State line from Oklahoma as 
one of the results of the tax on stored 
oil. He would change this by his exemp- 
tion of such oil and of refinery property 
and by his export tax. 





Wyoming Oil Property 
Involved in Litigation 


DENVER, Colo., Dec. 29.—In order to 
prevent what they termed the wrecking 
of the Mexico-Wyoming Petroleum Co. 
and for the purpose of saving as much of 
the company’s property for themselves 
as possible, the Union Trust Co. of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., the Big Horn Wyoming Oil 
Co. and other stockholders in the Mexico- 
Wyoming company, controlling 1,126,495 
of its 2,000,000 shares of stock, have com- 
menced mandamus proceedings in the 
District Court to compel the present 
officers and directors to call a stockhold- 
ers’ meeting for Jan. 26. 

The plaintiffs charge that the mem- 
bers of the present board of directors have 
entered into a conspiracy for the purpose 
of wrecking the company and defrauding 
the plaintiffs of their rights. They allege 
that the present board executed a judg- 
ment note for $16,156 in favor of the 
Great Dome Oil Co., and that the com- 
Pany’s officers confessed judgment on this 
note in the District Court at Laramie, 
Wyo,. on Dec. 8, despite the fact that the 
company haad, never received any =valu- 

















able consideration for its note. Judgment! 
for $165,058.86, it is alleged, was entered: 
upon the note. 

This action, the petition for the writ of} 
mandamus states, was followed by the| 
filing of a petition in bankruptcy in the, 
United States District Court of Wyoming 
Knowledge of all of these proceedings, it 
is charged, was kept from the stockhold- 
ers and, furthermore, the stockholders— 
the plaintiffs—were refused permission to 
inspect the books and records of the com: 
pany when they desired to get an idea of 
the company’s condition. 

In asking for the writ the plaintiffs al- 
lege that the present directors and officers 
of the company have failed to send out 
netices or take any other steps for the 
annual meeting to be held in January. 
They have failed to do so, the petition 
charges, because they desire to continue 
in office. 

In separate mandamus proceedings the 
Union Trust Co. seeks to compel Stoddard 
and Aronson to issue it a certificate for 
700,000 shares of stock. This stock, it is 
alleged, was sold to the plaintiff by N. F. 
Clark, also of Pittsburgh, but Stoddard 
and Aronson refused to make out a new 
certificate and transfer the stock. 


OIL AND GAS LEASES AWARDED; 
ANOTHER LEASING DAY JAN. 12. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Dec. 31.— 
Leases for oil and gas development of the 
State school lands were awarded by the 
State School Land office Saturday to 
about 50 bidders on tracts in the Counties 
of Garfield, Kingfisher, Logan, Oklahoma 
and Lincoln. The bonus bids were not 
high, but the interest in the leasing was 
greater than at the last leasing of lands 
for this purpose. Bonus bids ranged 
from small sums to $640 for a quarter- 
section of 160 acres. None of the lands 
leased were closed to production. 

Another leasing of school lands for oil 
and gas will be made Jan. 12. The lands 
then to be let are in Kay County, where 
development is under way with consid- 
erable impetus. 


Nitro Shooter Killed; 
Magazine is Blown Up 


BRADFORD, Pa., Dec. 28.—John Hin- 
man, an oil well shooter, was killed when 
the nitroglycerine magazine of the West 
Penn Torpedo Co., near here, exploded 
late today, damaging houses and manu- 
facturing plants within a ridius of half a 
mile. Hinman had driven to the maga- 
zine in a buggy and was seen near it a 
few minutes before the explosion occurred 
It is claimed that another man, whose 
name is unknown acompanied Hinman, 
but this is in doubt. The body of Hin- 
man and the two horses were blown to 
atoms. Families living near the maga- 
zine were force to abandon their homes 
because of the damage done by th x- 
plosion. 





WILL MAKE CARBON BLACK AND 
GASOLINE AT BIG HORN PLANT. 





SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Dec. 30.— 
Plans for the manufacture of gasoline 
and carbon black from the flow of gas 
from the immense wells owned by the 
Utah Wyoming Consolidated Oil Co., at 
Byron in the Big Horn Basin, in Wyo- 
ming, have been made, and, as explained 
before a meeting of th stockholders by 
President Fred J. Pack, contracts have 
been let for the construction of a $500,000 
plant at Cowley, Wyo. The plans were 
ratified by the stockholders. 

The company has the largest gas wells 








2,000 TONS 


BEY Vales ad 


CAPACITY!! 








2,000 Ton Acid Storage Tanks Erected at East St. Louis, Ill. 


‘ The tank shown in the above illustration shows one of six 2,000 Ton Acid Storage 
Tanks erected at Marcus Hook, Pa., Nichols, Cal., Bayonne, N. J. and East St. 
Louis, Ill. for one of the largest chemical manufacturers in America 

We have fabricated and erected many other acid storage tanks with capacities ranging 
from 100 to 2,000 tons for this and many other companies in all parts of the United States. 


THE PETROLEUM IRON WORKS CO. 
Fabricators and Erectors of all Classes of Steel Plate Construction. 
General Offices and Works, SHARON, PA. 


District Offices, 50 Church St., New York City, 702 Frick Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa., 712 3d Natl Bk Bldg., St. Louis, 
Mo., Pacific Coast Representatives, Dorward Engineering Co., 503 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 























in the field. 


The New WILSON 


PERFECTION 
UNDER-REAMER 


The best reamer for every locality 
because of its 


GREATER STRENGTH 
LONGER SERVICE 
AND CONVENIENCE 


Will send one on approval to responsible 
Oil Companies 


DON’T MISS THIS 
OPPORTUNITY 


Wilson & Willard Mfg. Co. 


15th Street and Santa Fe Ave. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL, 
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ENGLISH TECHNOLOGIST IS VERY CRITICAL 


E. Lawson Lomax Wonders How Burton Ever Managed to Get a 
Patent on Refining Process—Rittman Method Cumbersome. 


In a paper on the ‘‘Pyrogenesis of Petro- 
leum,’’ read before the Institution of Pe- 
troleum Technologists in London, Eng- 
land, recently, and reported in the Oil 
and Colour Trades Journal, E. Lawson 
Lomax delivered a few scientific upper- 
cuts to oil refining experts of America. 

Mr. Lomax mentioned the discovery in 
1825 by Faraday of benzine in the prod- 
ucts obtained by the action of heat upon 
oil and the reseayches of Bethelot on the 
action of heat on hydrocarbons, the re- 
sults of which were published in 1866-7. 
Shortly before this, the attention of the 
oil industry was directed to the question 
of increased production of illuminating 
oils by cracking, an operation which was 
accidentally discovered in 1861 owing to 
the carelessness of a stillman, who built 
a strong fire under his still and left it 
running, intending to return in about an 
hour. He did not, however, return till 
about four hours later, when he found the 
still running a light colored distillate of 
lower specific gravity than that which 
was passing when he left. Experiment 
showed that a portion of the distillate had 
condensed upon the upper, cooler part 
of the still, and dropping back on to the 
hot residue was decomposed into lower- 
boiling constituents. 

After a review of the intermediate prog- 
gress, reference was made to the use of 
catalysts, initiated in 1897 by Sabatier 
and Sanderens, and developed by Ipatier 
and others. The demand for volatile hy- 
drocarbons for use as fuel in internal- 
combustion engines in late years, and the 
question of obtaining an increased pro- 
duction by the utilization of fractions 
from crude petroleum of otherwise less 
value, has undoubtedly stimulated the ac- 
tivities of engineers and chemists in find- 
ing a solution of the problem, and over 
60 patents with this end in view have 
been taken out since 1906. In 1915 a large 
amount of experimental work was car- 
ried out, but it is worthy of note that the 
source of the large portion of it was the 
United States; for obvious reasons, the 
investigations of Euro,pean workers havy- 
ing been directed into other channels. 

Information Not Advanced. 

This work of the American investi- 
gators, although of great interest from 
a technical standpoint, has, in the opinion 
of the authors, not advanced the true 
knowledge of pyrogenesis to any great ex- 
tent, being too empirical. In the Burton 
process, for instance, petroleum residues 
are distilled for the production of low- 
boiling hydrocarbons of the paraffine se- 
ries at a tempetrature of 650 degrees to 
850 degrees F., the whole plant being 
maintained at a pressure of 4-5 atmos- 
pheres by means of valves placed at the 
outlet of the condenser. 

This process is apparently being worked 
to a large extent in the United States, 
but it is difficult to see on what grounds 
the patent has been granted. Distilla- 
tion under pressure was practised by 
Young, but he did not condense under 
pressure, whereas Redwood and Dewar 
both distilled and condensed under pres- 
sure, just as is claimed by the Burton 
process; with the exception that in 1889 
there was not the demand for motor 
spirit. and so the aim of the originators 
of the process was the increased produc- 
tion of kerosene. The identical apparatus 
devised by Redwood and Dewar would do 
the same work, in exactly the same way, 
that the Burton process is doing at the 
present day. 

The process of Hall was described as 
one of the most successful, and an ac; 
count of how it is carried out at an Eng- 
lish works was given and illustrated with 
lantern slides. The oil to be treated is 
passed through a continuous coil of about 
600 feet of cold-drawn tubing of 1 inch 
internal diameter; at temperatures and 
pressure which vary according to the 
desired product. The oil fed in at the 
cooler end of the retort is gradually heat- 
ed and vaporized, the speed of the vapors 
being about 5,000 to 6,000 feet in the lat- 
ter portion of the coal, and where the 
temperature is highest. At the exit, the 
vapors are suddenly expanded into a tube 
of much larger diameter, down to atmo- 
spheric pressure. Here, an appreciable 
rise in temperature is experienced without 
external aid, due partly to transformation 
of the kinetic energy of the high-volicity 
gases into heat, and partly to the dis- 
ruption of the molecules of the oil. It is 
at this point that most of the cracking 





takes place, and a little graphitic carbon 
is formed. The vapors now pass through 
a series of dephlegmators, built on the 
Raschig principle. In the firt one of these, 
a little soft, spongy carbon and pitch 
separates out, in the second a heavy resi- 
due free from pitch, and in the third one, 
a very light, mobile residue. The vapors 
cooled now to about 100 degrees C., pass 
to compressors, which having already ex- 
panded the gas on exit from the con- 
verter tubes .down to atmospheric pres- 
sure, now compress the wet vapors, which 
are cooled and stored under a pressure 
of 50 to 75 pounds per square inch. 


Hall’s Plant Well Adapted. 


Hall’s plant, with very small altera- 
tions, is eminently adapted for the pro- 
duction of aromatic hydrocarbons from 
petroleum, an installation consisting of 
eight converters with the necessary com- 
plement of dephlegmators, compressors, 
condensers and tanks having worked on 
these lines daily for about 11 months with 


complete success, a spirit having been 


produced in good yields containing up to 
benzine = 18.5%, toluene = 17.5%, xylenes 
=6%, which is very easily refined, the 
refined products containing only traces of 
paraffine or naphthenes, e. g., from 1% 
to 2% on the finished product. 

Certain other processes having been 
discussed, the authors dealt somewhat 
severely with the Rittman process for 
the manufacture of gasoline and benzine- 
toluene from petroleum and other hydro- 
carbons, which has been so largely 
boomed in America, and has been re- 
cently granted letters patent in England. 
The plant was described as cumbersome, 
and the command over the operating con- 
ditions as insufficient, depending on such 
crude methods of temperature measure- 
ment as the naked eye supplemented by 
periodic checks by pyrometers. 


Alabama’s Test Well 
Looks Rather Dubious 


Seouts for the Sinclair Oil & Refining 
Corporation, Gypsy Oil Co., Mc-Man Oil 
Co., The Texas Co. and others returning 
from the reported strike at Cordova, Ala., 
50 miles west of Birmingham, do not bear 
out the roseate stories which the corres- 
pondents have been wiring around the 
country. In fact, some of the scouts as- 
sert that there is very little prospect of 
a well, while others are not so dubious. 
R. A. Griffith, of the Sinclair corporation, 
said that the hole is now down about 860 
feet and is in a hard, white sand. There 
was a little showing of oil around 850 feet, 
but enough to justify stopping the drill. 
He says that it will be two weeks at least 
before a definite opinion can be expressed 
as to whether there is an oil well or a 
dry hole. The country is very rough and 
the drilling is harder than in any of the 
Oklahoma districts. In addition to this 
there is difficulty in getting supplies. 

One of the things which will keep back 
the development of the Cordova district, 
should an oil pool of size be found there, 
is the leasing situation. All of the coun- 
try is taken up by the big coal and iron 
companies under Government mineral 
leases issued 35 or 40 years ago. These 
leases cover all the minerals in the ground 
and have been held by the Federal courts 
to include oil and gas. The farmers 
around Cordova, realizing that they will 
be the richer by oil development, are try- 
ing to break the leases and secure some 
decision which will exempt oil from the 
terms. Up to this time no definite action 
has been taken. 

As usual, all of the hotels at Corvoda 
are crowded with people from the old oil 
districts of the country. 

The hole now being drilled, the first 
one in the Cordova section of country, is 
under the direction of former Governor 
Haskell of Oklahoma and some New York 
associates. Gov. Haskell, some months 
ago, secured the lease from the Sloss Iron 
& Steel Co., one of the big concerns in 
Alabama, and about six weeks ago had 
his tools on the ground and the work 
commenced. The Alabama papers and 
Eastern publications have been filled with 
stories of gushers and things like that, 
and the scouts are really sorry to dissi- 
pate some of the gorgeous dreams, but 
feel that it is necessary that the public 
should know it all. 





















De La Vergne Crude Oil Engines 











100-H.P. type ‘‘FH”’ DE LA VERGNE Crude Oil Engine at Thos. 
Oakes & Co., Bloomfield, N. J., with direct 
connected alternator. 


“The first unit has now been operating 24 hours per day, seven 
days a week, four years, with an average stop of about two 
hours per week to clean. The fuel used is | 8° Baume Cali- 
fornia Crude, brand name “El Segundo”. We buy it for less 
than 134¢ per gallon; fuel cost figures less than one-tenth of 
a cent per horse-power hour. The fuel consumption is less 
than .44 lbs. per H.P. hour.” — Extract of letter from 
CORONA FOOTHILL LEMON CO., Corona, Cal. 


Send for our Bulletin No. 138. 


De La Vergne Machine Company 
1184 E. 138th Street, New York City 


Also Builders of Ice and Refrigerating Machinery 



























We Can Save You 
Money by Eliminating Waste 


The Westinghouse Turbo-Generator is fast coming into 
use in the refinery as a ‘‘pressure reducing valve’’, because 
while reducing steam from boiler pressure to 5 or 10 Ibs. for 
use in the still, it furnishes electric current for light and power 
on energy formerly wasted. 

No plant is too large or too small to benefit by this 
application. 

Write for descriptive leaflets 3844 and 3869. 


Westinghouse Electric. & Mfg. Co. 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Sales Offices in all Large American Cities 
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CHANCE FOR CONSERVATION LEGISLATION 


It is Quite Remote Owing to the Attitude of the Navy Department, 
Says Senator Pittman. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 28.—A re- 
fusal by the Navy Department to accede 
to any remedial legislation whatever to 
enable the oil operators who prospected 
for oil and located claims in Naval Oil 
Reserves No. 1 and No. 2 in California, 
has practically put an end to any chance 
ot the conservation legislation dealing 
with mineral deposits advocated by the 
President at the present session of Con- 
gress. 

The refusal of the Navy Department to 
accede to any such remedial legislation 
was transmitted in a letter from Secre- 
tary Daniels to a joint subcommittee of 
the Senate and House Committees on 
Public Lands today. The joint subcom- 
mittee has been meeting for several days 
with representatives of the Navy Depart- 
ment, the Interior Department and the 
Department of Justice to see if some plan 
could not be devised which would meet 
the approval of both branches of Con- 
gress and of the departments interested. 


The subcommittee had before it the so- 
called Phelan oil lands leasing bill, which, 
it was pointed uot, is a misnomer, since 
it provides for opening to lease vast fields 
of potash, potassium and phosphate rock. 
The Phelan bill passed the House at the 
last session of Congress and was known 
as the Ferris bill in that body. The Sen- 
ate Public Lands Committee has amended 
the bill and reported it to the Senate. But 
the amendments, which would give some 
relief to the scores of oil operators who 
located claims in the naval oil reserves in 
California before the final withdrawal of 
these lands from entry, met with the in- 
stant opposition of the Navy Department, 
which contends that it is of vital import- 
ance to have great quantities of oil held 
in reserve for the navy, which is now 
building only oil-burning vessels. 


At the conclusion of the meeting of the 
subcommittee today, Senator Pittman, of 
Nevada, chairman, announced that an 
impasse had been reached and that no 
further meetings of the joint, subcommit- 
tee were contemplated. He admitted that 
the outlook for any legislation whatever 
at the present session looked to be bad, 
because if the Navy Department were not 
satisfied a sufficient number of Senators 
undoubtedly would oppose the bill to pre- 
vent action at the short session, and if 
there was an attempt to pass the bill 
without some legislation seeking to give 
relief to the prospectors who had located 
oil in good faith in these oil reserves and 
who had expended millions of dollars to 
improve the property which the Govern- 
ment now proposes to take away from 
claimants without any recompense, other 
Senators would prevent action on the bill. 


Statement of Senator. 


Senator Pittman, in his statement, made 
it clear that the Navy Department was 
the stumbling block and that it had re- 
sisted every effort at a compromise. He 
said: 

“We have had these conferences to as- 
certain whether the Navy Department 
would agree to any remedial legislation 
with regard to claimants of oil land with- 
in the naval reserves. We submitted to 
the Navy Department, ‘to the Department 
of Justice and the Interior Department a 
proposition which sought to eliminate 
from the effect of the bill the oil lands 
held by the railroads and other patented 
lands within the naval reserves and also 
those claims against which charges of 
fraud had been made, so that the remed- 
ial legislation would be limited to claim- 
auts of unpatented claims who had initi- 
ated rights prior to the first withdrawal 
on Sept. 27, 1909, and who had prosecuted 
their work on the claims in good faith 
to the discovery of oil. This involved 
about 5,000 acres out of the 30,000 acres 
in Naval Reserve No. 2 and would not 
affect any other naval reserve. The pro- 
posal was for the least possible remedial 
legislation and was put in that form for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether or 
not the Navy Department would approve 


any legislation at all looking to the re-|_ 


lief of any character of claimants in Re- 
Serve No. 2. The proposal was in the fol- 
lowing language: 

“*That the provisions of the bill be 
¢nodified, providing for a preferential lease 
within and without the naval reserves, to 
claimants of mining claims who had in- 
itiated their right to such claim prior to 
Sept. 27, 1909, either through themselves 
or their predecessors in interest, where 

_ there is no charge of fraud in the initia- 





tion or maintenance of such rights 
through dummy entry or otherwise; pro- 
vided that the Department of the Interior 
shall first find that the said claimants 
and their predecessors in interest have in 
good faith prosecuted the development of 
such claims since their initiation to dis- 
covery of oil.’ 


“The proposal,’’ continued Senator Pitt- 
man, “provided for a preferential lease 
under the general terms of the bill, roy- 
alties to go to the navy, and also pro- 
vided that the Secretary of the Interior 
should first find that the applicants for 
the leases were entitled to the leases be- 
fore they were granted. 


‘In submitting the proposal to the de- 
partments, the departments were invited 
to submit counter proposals to the com- 
mittee. The -Navy Department. has ad- 
dressed a letter to the committee in which 
it declines to agree to the proposal of the 
committee and in declining states that 
the Navy Department, through Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office Tollman, sub- 
mitted a proposed amendment to the bill 
as a substitute to the Phelan amendment, 
which proposed amendment had been dis- 
cussed in conference with the representa- 
tives of the Navy and Justice Depart- 
ments on Thursday. The Secretary of the 
Navy, in his letter rejecting all proposals, 
included a copy of the amendment pro- 
posed by the Interior Department. He 
again set forth his objections on the 
ground that he opposed any remedial leg- 
islation for claimants on unpatented lands 
within the naval reserves. The Interior 
Department proposed that leases be grant-| 
ed to applicants for patent in Naval Re-| 
serve No. 2 who had in good faith prose- 
cuted work to the production of oil and 
who were actually producing oil, upon the 
relinquishment of all claim of title and 
the payment to the Government of back 
royalties in oil therefor, these royalties 
to go to the navy. 











“I consider that the proposal of the In-| 
terior Department was more favorable to} 
the claimants than that submitted by the| 
joint committee. 

‘Tt has been contended by the navy 
that the passage of the bill with relief 
legislation would cripple the navy seri- 
ously. We asked the navy representa- | 
tives to set forth what oil resources they 
had and what oil they would need. They 
replied that at present they need about 
1,000,000 bbls. of oil a year, but that in 
10 or 12 years they would need 12,000,000 
bbls. annually, and that they should have 
25,000,000 bbls. always in reserve. 

“Their resources were given as follows: 
Naval Oil Reserve No. 1, 106,000,000 bbls. ; 
Naval Oil Reserve No. 2, 300,000,000 bbls. ; 
Naval Oil Reserve No. 3, located in Wyo- 
ming, and in withdrawn lands, oil shale 
capable of producing 1,000,000,000 bbls. of 
oil.’”’ 

Senator Pittman pointed out that if the 
relief measures for the California oil op- 
erators went through they could affect 
only about 5,000 acres of land in Oil Re- 
serve No. 2, or about 50,000,000 bbls. of 
oil, leaving the navy the rest of the oil 
to which it now lays claim. 

The Navy Department, in its fight to 
prevent the enactment into law of the 
so-called Phelan bill, has had the support 
of Gifford Pinchot and other ‘‘conserva- 
tionists.”’ C.E.K. 


Pumper Held By Clutch 
While His Feet Freeze 


BUTLER, Pa., Dec. 28.—W. C. Hawn, 
aged 65 years, an oil-well pumper of Fair- 
view, was found in an oil-well pump 
house on the Ray farm, about three miles 
west of Petrolia with both feet frozen and 
suffering from injuries received when he 
was caught in the clutch of the gas en- 
gine. 

The injured man’s cries for assistance 
were heard by Seymour Brown, a high 
school boy, on his way to school. The 
youth at once summoned aid from nearby 
wells and the injured man was removed 
to His home. 

Mr. Hawn died from his injuries and 
from the effects of the exposure to which 
he was subjected after his accident at 1 
o’clock this morning. He is survived by 
one daughter, Mrs: E. R. Turner, of 
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CASINGHEAD GASOLINE IN CALIFORNIA 


Thirty Plants Manufacture Over 60,000 Gallons Daily—Six Months’ 
Growth of the Industry. 


LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 29.—The past 
six months has witnessed general activ- 
ities along the line of gasoline manufac- 
tured by the casinghead process, but as 
compared with previous efforts there has 
not been any radical additions to the 
humber of plants as reported in The Jour- 
nal in my semi-annual statement made in 
June, 1916, excepting the present activi- 
ties of the Standard Oil Co. in the Mid- 
way field. 

Among the old, established plants there 
has been very little change as regards 
the amount of output, and it is a peculiar 
fact that nearly, if not all, of them are 
maintaining their output regardless of the 
fact that in some instances no additional 
wells have been added, and in some cases 
not as many wells are being operated. 
Improved methods for extracting every 
drop of moisture contained in the raw gas 
have not been lost sight of, and the re- 
cooling of gas after having undergone 
compression through the first process and 
later passing through the expanding ma- 
chinery at a temperature of 150 degrees 
below zero, by passing the already com- 
pressed gas through a series of coil pipes, 
has resulted in thoroughly cleaning up 
the gasoline contents contained in the 
natural gas to a state of efficiency that 
would seem to leave no possibility of 
improving upon. 

Among the plants reported upon six 
months ago the La Habra Gasoline Co. 
had just started with two units and was 
making 1,550 gallons per day. They later 
doubled their capacity, increasing their 
output to about 2,800 gallons, and later 
still, by adding an expanding or refriger- 
ating plant, the output was increased to 
3,800 gallons, the improved method also 
fincreasing the specific gravity one or two 
points. 

This plant is located on the Hualda 
property of the Amalgamated Oil Co. at 
Brea, the company having a lease on a 
royalty basis. The plant is the most com- 
plete and up-to-date of any in the State, 
and possibly in the country, for that mat- 
ter. It is under the management of Ar- 
thur B. Hurley, formerly of Bradford, Pa., 
who, since coming here five years ago, 
has been a close student along this line, 
having first started at Santa Maria as 
business manager of the Purity company, 
where two plants were built, and later 
becoming interested in the southern fields 
with the Huriey-Smith Co., building plants 
at Fullerton and in the Salt Lake field, 
his experience here placing him in a po- 
sition to add every improvement in the 
way of efficiency to his latest acquisition, 
the La Habra Gasoline Co. 


There is little to add regarding the 
other plants at Brea Canyon or in the 
Fullerton field. The contemplated build- 
ing of a plant on the Graham & Loftus 
lease of the Union Oil Co. at Oleo never 
materialized. There is said to be 3,000,- 
000 cubic feet of gas here, but several 
tests of its contents proved unsatisfac- 
tory and finally a company secured the 
gas rights, put in an ‘absorption plant” 
and by pushing this gas through the oil 
manage to “sweat” out from 600 to 800 
gallons per day, the product having a 
gravity only slightly above the commer- 
cial grade of 62 degrees. 

A small plant has been installed on the 
Petroleum Co. property at Oleo, which 
is only making from 75 to 100 gallons per 
day. 

What promises to be a large addition to 
the gasoline industry in this State is the 
erection of a plant, or a number of plants, 
now under way by the Standard Oil Co. 
on their McNee property at Taft. At this 
time they have in operation two complete 
plants in this field with a capacity of pos- 
sibly 4,000 gallons per day, while the ma- 
chinery for five large engines of the Snow 
design are being installed and will prob- 
ably be in full operation by January 1. 
These engines are immense in size, cov- 
ering a length of 54 feet each, and are 
said to be 400-horsepower each. With 22,- 
000,000 cubic feet of gas to draw from, at 
a rough estimate, it is claimed that from 
20,000 to 25,000 gallons of high-grade gaso- 
line per day will be extracted. 

One of the peculiarities associated with 
the early manufacture of casinghead gaso- 
line was the reluctance with which many 
people took to the system. On this score 
even the Standard took a decided stand 
against it, and after putting in a com- 
plete plant at Newhall and running it for 
several months, they decided that “‘it was 





the machinery. But the great demand 
for the product and a large number of 
new plants having started and met with 
success, coupled with the fact that any 
grade of gasoline had to be handled with 
caution, was conclusive evidence to the 
Standard that they were getting the worst 
end of the argument, and they accordingly 
started up their Newhall plant and later 
began the erection of their present plants 
in the Midway. At the same time, they 
are making anywhere from 2,000 to 4,000 
gallons per day in Coyote Hills, Whittier, 
which is transferred back into the oil and 
run to their refinery. 

The Standard’s method of handling this 
gasoline has always been to run the prod- 
uct through the oil pipe lines into the re- 
finery by mixing it with the oil. There 
has been some question as to whether by 
this method they secured the actual 
amount of gasoline put into the oil after 
refining, plus the amount contained in 
the crude oil. But the fact that the Union 
Oil Co. pays good prices for the finished 
article in the Midway and turns it back 
into the oil for transportation to the re- 
finery is evidence that they ‘‘get it all 
back” after going through the refining 
process. But the Newhall plant has a 
very high-grade of gasoline and it is 
stated that this is now being shipped 
direct to the refinery. 

In the way of construction, the Stan- 
dard has inaugurated a new system by 
the erection of two separate buildings on 
their Midway plants. These are two 
stories in height, so as to allow for a 
crane to be operated for the convenience 
of hoisting machinery when in need of 
repair, and the object of the two build- 
ings is that by being sperated there is 
less danger from fire or explosion, as the 
gas engines are entirely removed from 
the gasoline compressors, the belts con- 
necting the two engines passing between 
the two buildings being cased. 


Old Wells the Best. 

As has been previously stated, there is 
little question of doubt but that the older 
the wells become the larger is the per- 
centage of gasoline. This has been dem- 
onstrated in a number of instances and 
only recently our attention was called to 
a peculiar condition in one plant oper- 
ating in the Salt Lake field, where, with 
two wells “off,’’ which were considered 
among the gassers, the output had actu- 
ally increased where a decrease had been 
looked for. There is no accounting for 
this phenomena except it be that a direct 
connection exists between the different 
wells and that the vacuum placed on the 
wells is farther reaching than is generally 
supposed. 

In the earlier stages of casinghead de- 
velopment, the Midway gas was not 
looked upon with much favor and the idea 
that it had no commercial value became 
generally established, the fact being com- 
mented upon from time to time, and it 
Was passed up as “no good.’”’ Then the 
Honolulu Oil Co. erected a large plant in 
the Buena Vista hills, which consisted of 
eight 80-horsepower Bessemer gas engines 
and compressors—four high and four low 
—direct driven. It was hardly put into 
operation before the whole works were 
shut down and for more than four years 
remained idle. Although a number of 
plants were later built (in Brea Canyon 
and Santa Maria) and certain parts of 
machinery that could not be procured 
nearer than Grove City, Pa., were in de- 
mand, and several appeals were made to 
the Honolulu people to ‘“‘lend them the 
needed parts,’”’ nothing would induce them 
to part with the machinery, even tem- 
porarily. 

The closing down of this plant was an 
argument in favor of the theory that the 
Midway gas was too poor to compress 
with profit, and as a natural result the 
field was given the go-by for just about 
four years. Then the Wallace interests, 
controlling two large plants at Brea Can- 
yon, secured a lease on the North Ameri- 
can property and built a plant. They 
were handicapped for a time on account 
of the gas “going out’? from their prin- 
cipal wells,’ but regardless of this and 
satisfied that there would be plenty of 
gas available, they continued to enlarge 
their plant and to build others in dif- 
ferent parts of the field till they now have 
three different plants and all are running 
to capacity. 

By the time these new additions began 
doing business in earnest the owners of 


too dangerous to handle” and closed down; the big Honolulu plant began to get busy 
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in overhauling their idle machinery. A 
part of this was moved to another section 
and the two plants have become, duly 
recognized and the company is supplying 
a large local trade, ‘‘Honolulu gas’’ be- 
coming a recognized brand in the Midway 
field at all the supply stations. 

It is more than probable that only for 
the fact that orders for new machinery 
have been held up for months and the 
increased prices in pipe and machinery 
have exerted an influence in holding back 
work, more extensive additions would 
have been made to many plants. 

While there are rumors of plants about 
to be started, there is little probability 
of any extensions beyond those enumer- 
ated being made to the present list for 
several months to come. While waiting 
for machinery, pipes and traps are being 
put in for a small plant in the Little 
Sespe hills, in Ventura County, and the 
Pacific Light & Power Co., in the Salt 
Lake field, are slowly but surely assem- 
bling a small plant which has been in 
course of erection for the past year. 
Neither of these will cut much figure in 
adding to the present output. 

List of Gasoline Plants. 

In concluding this report a list of all 
plants now in operation is given. In ar- 
riving at production figures it might be 
well to know that in a few instances some 
difficulty has been encountered in getting 
the exact figures. In some plants the out- 
put fluctuates from day to day so that 
an average is taken for the month. Some 
companies even refuse to give out infor- 
mation regarding their output, but this 
is easily overcome by a visit at the plant, 
and in the aggregate the total can be 
sufely relied upen as representing the 
present amount of casinghead gasoline 
manufactured in California. 

That oil men, as a rule, have little con- 
ception of the amount of gasoline made 
by the casinghead process in California. 
At a recent meeting of oil men in this 
city a gentleman who is associated with 
one of the largest oil companies made 
the statement that ‘180,000 gallons of 
high-grade gasoline are being made by 
this process” every day. 





There is no method of figuring that 
will bring out any such result, for even 
with the highest grades the ratio of mix- 
ture with distillate for commercial use 
only runs gallon for gallon, depending 
entirely on the quality of the distillate. 

Following is a list of companies repre- 
sented in this State, their location and 
the amount of gasoline manufactured 
daily: 








Whittier-Fullerton. 
Gals. 
Company. per day. 
Standard Oil Co., Coyote Hills....... *4,000 
Pacific Gasoline Co., Brea Canyon... 1,500 
Brea Canyon .Gasoline Co............ 2,500 
Puente Oil Co., Puente Hills......... 450 
Hurley-Smith Co., Oleo..........+..-- 1,600 
The Petroleum Co., Gilman Ranch... 100 
Olinda Gasoline Co., Olinda....... vis 2,008 
Union Oil Co., Olinda................ 800 
La Habra Gasoline Co., Brea......... 3,800 
Total 2. .ccccccbesccccccccsccscssces 15,850 
Santa Maria. 
Union Oil Co. (two plants)........... 6,500 
Pe a ES er es 1,200 
PIEy GARGS: OGs esc vcd eswvavecces 1,800 
Mindley GOseline CO... . wcscccccsssecs 400 
PRR PEON ON CG: bin neice cect e'menes 2,000 
POG TGS ONE Gs oii ie are cv cseca ciel gs 8,000 
MOEA prcie tive cddeeed ctncocedsecsse 19,900 
Midway. 
Honolulu Consolidated Oil Co........ 3,000 
eres We GOONS CO.) coc tieccasecses 4,000 
WU UROIS CHMMOIIND SOs 6 60 kc sie sc cesees 2,500 
Sunset Gasoline Co..........ccccccees 1,200 
WONOWE GOSONTIS OG. 6.66 cce cic si ceee 1,500 
EM AMEE, CRs yo 0's 0 51615;d:n wot .0'e 4:8 biece 1,500 
Standard Oil Co., Section 36......... *2,000 
Standard Oil Co., Section 22......... *1,000 
SUMNER a0 ¥1%, Nase ocd Big 'oo024-} W0 6 ece aA eee 16,700 
Salt Lake (Los Angeles). 
gy a 0: A eA pe 1,100 
srs MEME CRUE NAD 3 osne bs 0: de tsoie'e 410: & 400 
MORCUG TM Drew. Ol Cee oi o0 5 cesacee 2,100 
TINE rast dilantin tdid 6 Bes Silo Alora tani doa sie 3,600 
Miscellaneous. 
Standard Oil Co., Newhall........... 900 
Ventura Refining Co., Fillmore....... 2,200 
Bert, OU 476), COGMNEB. 6s fede eceees 2,000 
Calumet Oil Co., Fillmore............ 250 
os eA hie data ak tyes 6:86 68 'e ob a ie 5,350 
Grand total for all fields........... 61,400 








TO OPEN UP NO NEW OSAGE OIL TERRITORY 


Secretary of The Interior Lane Turns Down Application of Tulsa 
Man—Will Adhere to Conservation Policy. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 27.—Indica- 
tion of the policy of Secretary of the In- 
terior Franklin K. Lane not to open up 
any more of the Osage oil lands for leases 
—a matter that the Secretary has been 
giving his personal attention in spite of 
his important duties with the Mexican 
commission—is given in a letter just sent 
out rejecting an application. 

It was the expectation of many inter- 
ested in the industry and several within 
the Department who have been in close 
touch with the oil-leasing question, that 
additional lands would soon be opened up. 
While no positive statement on this mat- 
ter can be secured at this time from the 
Department or the Indian Bureau acting 
as guardian for the Indians’ interests, the 
rejection by Secretary. Lane of this ap- 
plication is taken as a strong indication 
that he has decided upon a-policy not to 
open more of the Osage Oil field in Okla- 
homa at this time, or in the near future. 

The rejected application was from F. S. 
Henry, of Tulsa, Okla., who applied for 
Osage oil lands within the limits of the 
American Pipe Line Co.’s gas lease, which 
is territory not heretofore opened for oil 
leases. The Secretary answered that the 
Department proposes to adhere to the 
program of leasing under the regulations 
of Aug. 26, 1915. He denies the applica- 
tion. 

These regulations provide that there- 
after leases should be made on_ public 
bidding only and that leases should be 
confined to present wells and those where 


operators in boring for gas have struck], 


oil. Those acquiring these oil wells must 
pay to the operator who was boring for 
fas the expense he incurred in drilling the 


well. Such wells are to be sold on these}; 


terms to the highest bidder. 
Offset Drilling to Be Allowed. 


The only way in which additional terri- 
tory can be acquired is by lease of ad- 
joining lands to protect from drainage, 
and then the lease is granted in the in- 
terests of the Indians to protect their 
royalties from being drained away. This 
means that where a man has been boring 
for gas close to the boundary line of a 
lease and strikes oil, this well may be 
sold to the highest bidder, who pays the 





operator for his expense of boring the 
well. The new owner may then get a 
lease of sufficient land adjoining to pro- 
tect the well against some one else sink- 
ing a well and draining off the oil that 
properly belongs to the operator of the 
original well, but he may not sink any 
new wells on this property. 

This ruling affects the entire east side 
of the Osage where they are now drilling 
for gas. It is the first time that there 
has been a ruling by the Department on 
this point since the regulations went into 
effect. 

There are a number of applications for 
gas leases still pending, a decision on 
which is expected in about two weeks. 

C.E.K. 





GAS DECISIONS TO COME LATER. 
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WANTED 


Second hand pipe and casing 1-inch to 12-inch also rotary drilling rigs and 


Large stock overhauled pipe and casing, 1l-inch to 12-inch, with perfect threads 
and couplings. Special lots: 20,000 feet 3-inch O. D. pipe at 8c per foot; 10,000 
feet 4-inch 12%-lb. drill pipe at 40c per foot; also completely overhauled rotary 
drilling rigs in first-class running condition; 15 10%4x12 engines; 5 10x5%x12 mud hog 
pumps; 12 10x6x12 pumps; 6 8x5x10 pumps of various makes; also other sizes and 
patterns. 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. inc. Beaumont, Texas 




















As will be seen in the above, the In-| 
terior Department will entertain no prop-' 
osition for the extension of oil develop-| 
ments, as such, in Osage territory for the! 
present, but judging from information, 
which reaches Tulsa from Pawhuska, ' 
Okla., the Osage Indian Council is soon 
going to Washington to urge the Depart- 
ment’s sanction of the leasing of gas ter-| 
ritory, and it is understood that Secretary 
Lane is likely to approve such gas leases. 
although no definite statement can be 
made on that subject. The Osages have 
passed resolutions favoring the opening of 
several hundred acres of gas land. 


CAN’T HANDLE THE TRAFFIC. 





From the Muskogee (Okla.) Phoenix: 
The Frisco embargo on outgoing ship- 
ments is working a hardship in some di- 
rections. This embargo is keenly. felt at 
the Muskogee Refining Co. plant, where 
there are many cars loaded and ready for 
shipment. 

Railroads are unable to handle the traf- 
fic. There is a shortage in cars, in mo- 
tive power and other equipment, and the 
embargo is in effect at almost every im- 
portant shipping point in the country, 
as it appears that every railroad company 
is up against the same proposition. 
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BOUND VOLUMES FOR SALE irri cxte volumes of The O1 and 
Gas Journal, we are offering for sale all the extra bound volumes now on hand as 
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Vol. 9, Part 1, June 16, 1910 to December 8, 1910, Inc. 
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well bound and in gold. Price $3.00 each. 
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EVOLUTION OF OIL STORAGE PROCESSES 


Methods of the Early Days of the Petroleum Industry are Recalled— 
Problem of Importance To Oil Owners. 


(Edwin C. Bell, in Oil City Derrick.) 


At the time of completing the Drake 
well, on the bank of Oil Creek, near Titus- 
ville, Aug. 27, 1859, there seems to have 
been but very little knowledge among the 
men engaged in developing the industry, 
as to how to store the crude petroleum, 
after it was raised to the surface of the 
earth. The proposition of how to con- 
struct reeeptacles to hold the product and 
make it safe from evaporation or fire, 
was a problem that required years of evo- 
lutionary experience before it was finally 
decided that there was only one safe way 
—the great iron tank of 1866-67-68. 

In the beginning of the crude oil indus- 
try—1859-60-61—aside from the common 
round barrel, the tank used at the larger 
number of wells was the square or ob- 
long box, termed, in the vernacular of the 
time, “oil vat.’’ These vats ranged in 
size from four barrels to several hundred. 
One of this kind of vats was at the Drake 
well and aiso one at the Barnsdall, Mead 
& Rouse well, the first one drilled after the 
completion of the Drake. These receiv- 
ers of oil were wholly constructed of 
wood, and made very strong by a frame- 
work that encased the planks, which con- 
stituted the box-shaped tanks. The sills 
forming the base, upon which rested the 
bottom planks of the box, were so mor- 
tised at the ends that the upright tim- 
bers or posts could be keyed in. The 
same kind of mortises were made in the 
cross-timbers that fitted upon the upright 
posts, on the top of the box, leaving space 
for keys to be driven in. When the inside 
of this framework was lined with well- 
pointed planks—bottom, sides and ends— 
the keys were driven and the structure 
thus rendered perfectly oil-tight. This 
kind of constructed tank was used in the 
first days of oil on Watson and Kinsland 
flats, below Titusville; on Sherman flats, 
above Pioneer; at Pioneer, and at Funk- 
ville, below Pioneer; at Petroleum Cen- 
ter, Columbia farm, Tarr farm, Rynd 
farm, Rouseville; at McClintockville, and 
at Oil City. 

Hooped Wooden Tanks. 


But in 1861 the round tank, hooped with 
iron, made its appearance. This kind of 
tank, however, was not extensively used 
until 1862-63. At first it was of small di- 
mensions in capacity—from 6 to 12 bbls. 
Perhaps the very first builder of the 
round tank, in the Pennsylvania oil re- 
gion, was F. S. Tarbell. He established 
a tank-building shop at Rouseville in 1860, 
and for a number of years built tanks for 
every field in the early oil region. 

At Pioneer, known in the early days as 
Upper McElhaney farm, the oil from the 
L. D. Aiken well—1863-64—was stored in 
a vat 8 feet wide, 6 feet high and 32 feet 
long. The John eFrtig well on the Fos- 
ter farm, next above, and joining the Mc- 
Elhaney farm, was also provided with an 
oil storage vat. This tank was 15 feet 
long, 8 feet wide and 5 feet high. The 
Fertig well was drilled to completion on 
July 4, 1861. At that time it required 
from eight to ten days to cart lumber 
there and build one of those vat tanks. 
While this was being done, the well was 
flowing 1,000 bbls. a day and the oil large- | 
ly ran away down Oil Creek. 

At the Sherman well, on Sherman flats, 
Foster farm, and not far from the Fertig 
well, when it began gushing—2,000 bbls. 
a day, in 1862—great wooden vats were 
erected. Later round tanks were also 
built at that well. 

In those days the oil boat and the wag- 
on train transported nearly all the crude 
oil to market from the Oil Creek and 
Upper Allegheny River regions. The boats 
carried the oil both in barrels and in bulk, 
while the wagons loaded only with bar- 
rels. 

The first cause of the disappearance of 
nearly all of those early-built vat tanks 
and first round tanks from the valley of 
Oil Creek was the great flood of March 17, 
1865. In those early days, the wells were 
wholly drilled upon the low lands along 
Oil Creek. The tanks were located close 
to the wells, so they were easily swept 
away by the flood which resulted from 
the heaviest of two days’ rains and melt- 
ing snow, the water overflowed the banks 
and sending ruin to the whole Oil Creek 
Valley. Derricks, oil tanks, houses, of- 
fices and shanties were floated off. 


The first real provision made to store 





oil in bulk, in the Oil Creek region, was 


undertaken in December, 1861. The place 
was Tarr Farm and the tank, or reser- 
voir, was sunk in the ground. The ob- 
ject was to provide for storing the oil 
from the Elephant well—1i1,000 bbls. per 
day—owned by the Dinsmore brothers, 
Amos, Emmett and William. These oil 
men began by plowing and scraping the 
dirt from a considerable area of ground. 
At a depth of two or three feet a layer 
of blue clay was uncovered. Having care- 
fully removed the loose top dirt, horses 
and oxen were led into the excavation 
and kept moving until the clay was 
tramped down smooth and firm. Then 
staves about six feet in length, made 
from planks, were set up around the 
outer edge of this excavation, forming a 
many-sided, or diamond-shaped, wall or 
tank. At every angle, while setting up 
the staves, a 4x4-inch scantling was 
placed in the wall and boards nailed, hor- 
izontally, on the outer sides of these 
posts, thus forming an improvised sup- 
porting, wooden hoop. around the whole 
structure. The outer walls of the tank 
were then banked to the top with earth. 
The structure completed, water was 
turned in and the clay bottom covered 
to the depth of several inches. This 
process made it a fairly tight receptacle 
in which to store oil. The next operation 
was to lay a pipe line, leading from this 
reservoir to the creek, 20 rods distant, 
where bulk boats were loaded. The Dins- 
more brothers were the first to ship oil 
down Oil Creek in bulk boats. All other 
wells, at that time, had been shipping oil 
in barrels. 

Later on, after the completion of their 
big reservoir, the Dinsmores sank a large 
number — say 20—small round wooden 
tanks in the ground on the Tarr farm, 
and covered them with dirt. This park 
of tanks was located upon point of land 
that juts down to the sweep of the wa- 
ter to the right, where the railroad bridge 
crosses the creek from Columbia farm to 
Tarr farm. These tanks were observable 
for many years, and I believe finally 
passed to decay. Small wooden tanks at 
other points on Oil Creek were covered 
with earth. 

Earth Reservoirs. 

Another storage, aside from the oil 
tank, was by a sort of primitive reser- 
voir, constructed in depressions of the 
surface of the earth, where small ravines 
debouched into Oil Creek. One of these 
pools was at the Sherman well and an- 
other, farther down the creek, at Funk- 
ville. The oil that filled the Funkville 
pool came from the Empire well. L. D. 
Aiken, now living at Titusville, Pa., at 
the advanced age of 91 years, took a boat 
load of bulk oil from this pool in 1863. 
He paid 25 cents a barrel for the oil, and 
when he arrived in Pittsburgh with his 
boat he sold the oil for 26 cents a gal- 
lon. Mr. Aiken was one among the first 
who built round, iron-hooped, wood stave 
tanks in the Oil Creek region. This was 
in 1862. He had bought a third interest 
in a well, located on the Kingsland flats, 
near the old Brewer, Watson & Co.’s up- 
ve saw mill, two or three dozen rods 
from the original Drake well. The well 
did 6 bbls. and had to have a tank. So 


| Aiken, without having previous knowl- 


edge of how to proceed with the work, 
began constructing a recepacle. After 
preparing the staves he'set them up. He 
then drove on hoops to hold the uprights 
in place, and before inserting the bottom 
he turned the tank bottom side up. Now 
he thought he must heat the interior with 
fire, for the purpose of shrinking the 
staves, which process, he supposed, would 
make the whole structure tighter. The 
result was: When he built the fire, the 
intereior of the tank caught, and he had 
great difficulty in subduing the flames. 
The fire left the interior of the tank well 
charred, but when the bottom was in- 
serted, the receptacle held oil without 
leakage. It was of 75 bbls. capacity. 


Large Tanks. 

After 1863 the square vat tank was al- 
most entirely superseded by the round, 
upright stave, wooden tank, hooped with 
iron. This tank then grew in size until 
it reached the capacity of 1,200 bbls. This 
was considered the safe limit in size, for 
the reason that several large tanks, hold- 
ing even a less number of barrels than 
1,200, had burst, causing great loss of not 
not only the contents but started huge 
conflagrations in adjoining oil property. 
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Besides, so latge a bulk of oil, in a big 
tank, caused more or less loss from leak- 
age and evaporation. It has been claimed 
that a wooden stave tank holding 1,500 
bbls. was tried, and also one holding 2,000 
bbls. was built. But they were both found 
to be unsafe when full of oil. 

The construction of large wooden tanks 
required careful work. by the carpenters, 
so that, when completed, they would 
prove perfectly tight. First, the pine 
jumber must be perfectly clear from 
knots and well seasoned; second, the 
workmen must use careful attention in 
jointing the edges of the planks for the 
bottoms of the tanks, so they would be 
perfectly tight, when the sides were in 
place and the hoops driven; third, the 
slaves were also carefully jointed and 
grooved at the bottom end, so that they 
would ‘press solidly against the smooth 
edge of the rounded bottom. Then the in- 
terior was calked with oakum, the hoops 
diviven to place and the great or small 
tank was ready for use. 

lron Tanks. 


During the great speculative years of 
1864-65-66, large wooden tanks were built 
in every prolific oil field in the Oil Creek 
and Upper Allegheny River Valleys. It 
was a sight worth repeating today, if one 
could visit the scenes of those early times 
and see the stream of petroleum pouring 
from the Sherman, Noble, Coquett, Jer- 
sey, Maple Shade, Phillips, Woodford and 
the United States wells; and then go and 
behold the hurry and bustle to gain 
wealth would be worth half a lifetime. 


But, toward the close of 1865, and early 
in 1866, there having occurred a number 
of disastrous conflagrations in almost ev- 
ery large oil field of the Oil Creek region, 
the question arose among oil producers 
of how best to prevent loss of oil and 
well property from fire. It was univer- 
sally decided that oil, as soon as pro- 
duced, should be piped and tanked at a 
safe distance from the wells. Many ad- 
vocates of iron tankage were found, be- 
cause of the great fire in Benninghoff 
Run, Jan. 20, 1866. During the last months 
of 1865, the Ocean Oil Co., which owned 
the Stevenson farm at Petroleum Center, 
had erected a 3,000-bbl. iron tank at one 
side of the lower end of Benninghoff Run. 
When the burning oil poured down the 
run, it enveloped this tank in a hot 
blaze. But when the fire had spent its 
force and the tank cooled it was found 
that 2,800 bbls. of oil in it was safe. This 
was the first iron tank built in the Petro- 
leum Center oil field, and it was the first 
in the whole region to withstand the test 
of fire on the exterior and preserve its 
contents. 


Previous, however, to the construction 
of the Ocean Oil Co.’s iron tank in Pe- 
troleum Center, the Pennsylvania Tubing 
Transportation Co., in August, 1865, built 
a 15,000-bbl. iron tank on the bank of the 
Alleghenry River, at Oleopolis, above Oil 
City. This tank was used for storage of 
oil piped from Pithole. Hence, the Ole- 
opolis and Petroleum Center iron tanks, 
both built in 1865, were about the begin- 
ning of that kind of storage for oil in 
Pennsylvania. 


Boiler sheet iron was used in the con- 
struction of this kind of tank. The metal 
was rolled thin, cut into sheets, shaped 
in form and punched with rivet holes, 
ready for structural work when conveyed 
to the location chosen for the tank. All 
the workmen had to do was to lift the 
sheets and rivet them in place. Many 
of the first iron tanks had wood plank 
bottoms, but in 1868 iron bottoms were 
considered substantial for large tanks. 
In this year Samuel A. Woods built a 
30,000-bbl. iron tank at Petroleum Center. 
The bottom was iron. In making the 
Wood bottom for an iron-sided tank, a 
8roove was cut into the 2-inch plank 
about 4 inches from the edge. Into this 
8roove the edge of the iron rested. The 
s8roove was then calked with oakum to 
render it tight and prevent leaks. All- 
iron tanks were covered either with thin 
sheet iron or wood and then, in some in- 
Stances, they were covered with earth. 
Other tanks had a water-tight covering 
of iron and a few inches of water was 
Pumped upon these tops to not only pre- 
vent fire but. to preserve the oil so it 
would not evaporate. 


Beginning in 1866 and continuing until 
1873, a very large number of iron tanks 
Were built in the Oil Creek and Upper 
Allegheny River regions. The cost of 
iron tanks in those days was about $1 
Der barrel. Brown, Fertig & Hammond 
company built two 3,000-barrel iron tanks 
on the Boyd ‘farm, above Petroleum Cen- 
ter, in 1866, which cost for iron $1 per 
barrel, In 1910, it cost 2 25. cents a.-barrel. 


U. S. Geological Survey 
Is Favorably Impressed 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 28.—No oil 
has yet been discovered in commercial 
quantities in the Coastal Plain region east 
of the Mississippi. Nevertheless, the 
formations that produce petroleum in 
Louisiana extend east of that river and 
no valid reason is yet known, state of- 
ficials of the Geological Survey, why they 
should not carry oil in Mississippi in some 
area of favorable geologic structure, such 
as strong anticlinal folds and domes con- 
taining sands suitable for oil storage and 
not too deeply buried. In order to assist 
in the work of finding oil in Mississippi, 
the Geological Survey, Department of the 
Interior, made a detailed examination of 
a part of that State and has published a 
report on the work done that contains a 
map showing several slight folds of the 
rock beds in the region including Vicks- 
burg and Jackson. These structural fea- 
tures comprise a broad anticline, which 
is indicated, though not clearly shown, at 
Jackson, and two nonoclinal folds, one ex- 
tending eastward from Vicksburg and one 
near El Dorado. These features are not 
strongly developed, but if oil is to be 
sought systematically and courageously in 
the State, they nevertheless deserve test- 
ing. 

The shape and extent of the fields, so 
far as they can be inferred from the out- 
crops of the beds, are shown in the re-| 
port, which was prepared by O. B. Hop- 
kins and published as Bulletin 641-D, and 
can be obtained free on application to the 








Director of the Geological Survey, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The greatest public interest centers in| 
the region near Vicksburg, and according- | 
ly what has been called the Vicksburg | 
monocline is the first to be tested by the! 


drill, which, in any new region like this, 
is the only sure test of the presence or 
absence’ of oil or gas in commercial 
amounts. The most favorable part of the 
Vicksburg monocline, according to Mr. 
Hopkins, is its western end as mapped, 
because the fold is more strongly devel- 
oped at that end than farther east. In 
this monocline the beds at the surface are 
bent downward to the south, whereas 
those north of the line of folding lie near- 
ly horizontal. In such a fold the line or 
axis along which the downward bend be- 
gins will lie a little farther north in each 
successively deeper statum, so that at 
depths of 3,000 feet or more the crest of 
the fold will be considerably north of the 
axis in the surface strata, which is lo- 
cated approximately by Mr. Hopkins on 
the map. Accordingly, if Mr. Hopkins’ 
mapping is correct, it would appear that 
the well already drilled to a depth of 
about 3,500 feet by the Mississippi Oil, 
Gas & Development Co., of Vicksburg, 
just south of the Alabama & Vicksburg 
Railway, two miles east of Vicksburg, 
where traces of both oil and gas were 
found, was probably located considerably 
south of the crest of axis in the deep 
strata, which should be the more promis- 
ing part of the fold. In a notice issued to 
the press, the Director of the Survey 
quotes Mr. Hopkins as recommending a 
test at a point from half a mile to a mile 
north of the axis of the fold in the sur- 
face strata as marked on his map. In 
issuing the statement, the Director of the 
Survey emphasizes the fact that notwith- 
standing that traces of oil and gas were 
found in the hole already drilled, similar 
exploration in any part of the Coastal 
Plain east of the Mississippi must be re- 
garded as wildcat drilling, even if the 
wells are drilled where the geological 
structure is more or less distinctly favor- 
| able. 

Oil men are * urged to keep careful and 
accurate logs of all holes drilled in the 


| sula, 





region, as these logs may be of use in 
verifying or revising the delineation of 
the geologic structure. Drillers should 
watch for the hard limestone member of 
the Vicksburg formation, which lies be- 
neath about 35 feet of the fossiliferous 
marl. This limestone should be easily 
recognized and shotild be valuable as a 
key rock for comparing logs and for iden- 
tifying possible oil sands. C.E.K. 


Philippine Oil Fields 
Soon To Be Developed? 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 28.—Com- 
mercial Agent J. F. Boomer, at Mainla, 
sends the following: 

“The Director of Public Works has re- 
cently made an inspection of the oil fields 
on what is known as the Bundo Penin- 
in Tayabas, with a view to deter- 
mining the most feasible way to get drill- 
ing machinery and other apparatus to the 
fields. He reports that a way has been 
found, and that the bureau is prepared 
to undertake drilling operations in that 
region on brief notice. The inspection 
was made pursuant to a project now in 
the Philippine Congress to make careful 
surveys of the oil and mineral fields of 
the islands with a view to conserving 
them to the Government.” 





JOHN MANNING, DRILLER, DEAD. 





COFFEYVILLE, Kan., Dec. 28.—John 
Manning, an oil-well driller, was found 
dead this morning in his bed at a room 
occupied by him, on East Ninth, this city. 
He had lived here during the past 10 
years. A son, Claude, was the one who 
discovered his father’s dead body. The 
deceased is also survived by his wife, 
from whom he had separated some time 
ago. 
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FACTS CONCERNING CASINGHEAD GASOLINE 


Henry P. Westcott, of Erie, Pa., 


an Authority on Gas Writes an 


Instructive Book. 


Casinghead gasoline and its production, 
transportation and marketing has become 
one of the recognized features of the oil 
and gas industry within the very recent 
past and occupies a position in the sup- 
ply of motor fuel not to be overlooked. 
Just how this valuable product was per- 
mitted to go to waste for so many years 
and just how its place in the fuel sun 
came to be obtained and so rapidly, is 
fully explained in a very interesting vol- 
ume compiled by Henry P. Westcott and 
published by the Metric Mteal Works, of 
Erie, Pa. 

“From the very beginning of the oil 
industry, the flambeau torch burning 
casinghead gas,’’ says Mr. Westcott, “‘was 
found in every oil pool and typical of the 
industry. Without it an oil pool would 
searcely be recognized. This was really 
the first use that casinghead gas was put 
to and it was considered a necessity. 
Now the number of flambeaux is restrict- 
ed and their use is considered a wasteful 
custom. 


“After the flambeau torch, the gas was 
used under the boilers and for domestic 
purposes on the. lease; then followed its 
use in gas engines for pumping and drill- 
ing, but it was not until 1903 that the true 
value of this gas became known. In that 
year the extraction of gasoline from cas- 
inghead gas was first accomplished. Like 
the oil business, the beginning was small, 
yet this year, 1916, but 13 years later, the 
extraction of gasoline from gas has grown 
to enormous proportions. 


“For many years the gas was allowed 
to go to waste in the atmosphere with no 
attempt to conserve or use it except as 
in the beginning in flambeau torches and 
later for power and for domestic purposes. 
Generally but a very small percentage of 
the casinghead gas produced on any one 
lease was used and the balance allowed 
to escape in the atmosphere. It is abso- 
lutely impossible to place a monetary 
value on the wastage of casinghead gas 
in years past, and while there is still 
great waste going on it is fast becoming 
a thing of the past. 

“In 1915, it was estimated that there 
was over 30,000,000,000 cubic feet of cas- 
inghead gas used in making gasoline by 
the compression process. The volume of 
gas carried approximately 2% gallons of 
gasoline per 1,000 cubic feet. This won- 
derful growth exceeded all previous pre- 
dictions of the Government experts. It 
might be said here that Government ex- 
perts estimate that there is as much more 
ecasinghead gas as was treated in the 
year 1915 that does not carry enough gas- 
oline to make it profitable to extract it 
by the compression process, but enough 
to make it profitable to utilize by the 
absorption process. 


“While the casinghead gasoline business 
has shown wonderful growth, the demand 
for gasoline has outgrown the increased 
supply. In 1915, the estimated sale of 
natural gas in the United States was a 
little less than $100,000,000 and of gasoline 
extracted from casinghead gas approxi- 
mately $8,000,000. In 1914, the average 
price received per 1,000 feet of natural 
gas sold in the United States was 15.9 
cents. In 1915, the average amount re- 
ceived for the gasoline extracted from 
1,000 feet of casinghead gas on a basis of 
2% gallons of gasoline extracted from 
1,000 feet of gas was approximately 25 
cents, or nearly 10 cents greater than the 
average amount received per 1,000 feet 
of natural gas. 

“Casinghead gas is the gas that flows 
from oil wells coming out between the 
casing and the tubing. The volume is 
generally small, often amounting to but 
1,000 to 2,000 feet in 24 hours, though 
some of the wells at Cushing, Okla., 
would flow 200,000 or 300,000 feet in 24 
hours. Invariably the oldest wells show 
the richest gas. If the well is shut in at 
the casinghead or top of the well, it may 
accumulate a pressure of from 20 to 60 
pounds. With small wells, many are re- 
quired to make it profitable for the ex- 
traction of gasoline. The gas generally 
comes in through the oil sand with the 
oil. The pumping of the oil has a tend- 
ency to increase the flow of gas from the 
oil sand. Likewise, pumping the gas at 
a vacuum increases the flow of oil and 
increases the quantity of gasoline the gas 
will pick up. Consequently, pumping the 
gas under a vacuum, which increases both 
the flow of oil and gas, is a valuable aid 
to the oil producer in the production of 
oil from the well. 





“Generally a gasoline plant or property 
consists of a number of oil leases grouped 
around a main compressor station in 
which the actual making of gasoline takes 
place. The gas lines from the different 
wells on the lease run to a main line in 
which is placed a meter to measure the 
gas from the lease. The main line runs 
to the compressor station or plant. There 
are a few plants extracting gasoline from 
a volume as small as 5,000 cubic feet of 
gas per day, while some of the iarge 
plants are extracting gasoline from a 
volume of 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 feet a day. 
The amount of gas necessary to make a 
profitable proposition is not only depend- 
ent on the quantity of gas, but also on 
the quality of gas. In other words, a 
plant making 6 gallons of gasoline per 
1,000 cubic feet from a volume of 100,000 
cubic feet of gas per day is more profit- 
able than a plant making but 3 gallons of 
gasoline from a volume of 200,000 cubic 
feet per day. The advantage is slight 
and arises from the fact that a smaller 
plant would be required for the smaller 
volume.” 


Two Processes Are Used. 


After explaining the methods of pur- 
chase for casinghead gas and also the 
methods of settlement for same, the book 
takes up the methods of manufacture— 
in other words, the processes by which 
the gasoline is obtained. 

“There are two processes of extracting 
gasoline,”’ the book proceeds, ‘‘and the 
one most commonly used is that by com- 
pression. The other ‘is the absorption 
process, which is not only used with cas- 
inghead gas but also with natural gas, 
commonly called lean gas, which carries 
as low as one-tenth of a gallon of gasoline 
or less per 1,000 cubic feet. The absorp- 
tion process is used with gas at high 
pressure as well as at low pressure. In 
the compression process the equipment 
consists of one or more two-stage com- 
pressors, coils, accumulating tanks, elec- 
tric generator and other accessories. The 
casinghead gas is compressed to a pres- 
sure of from 50 to 300 pounds and then 
passed through a system of coils on which 
cold water is constantly dripping. This 
cools the gas, condensing the gasoline 
from it, the liquid being separated into 
respective acculating tanks and the resi- 
due gas passing off to be used for power 
or heating purposes. After the gasoline is 
collected into the accumulating tanks, it 
passes into the blending tanks, where it 
is blended with naphtha or other blend- 
ing mediums to lower the gravity, so as 
to permit of shipping without severe loss 
through evaporation and to make the 
shipping of it a safe matter. 

“The absorption process requires mainly 
a series of large-size pipes or tanks capa- 
ble of holding high pressure, in which are 
placed small pipes carrying a large num- 
ber of small holes, generally 1-16 of an 
inch in diameter. The tanks or pipes are 
partially filled with an oil heavier than 
gasoline, from which the lighter hydro- 
carbons have previously been extracted, 
and the gas is turned into the tanks or 
pipes through the small perforated lines. 
The gas, flowing from the small perfora- 
tions, comes in contact with the oil and 
intimately mixes with the oil as it passes 
through it. The absorption of gasoline 
from the gas takes place as the oil and 
gas come together. The oil is then run 
off and distilled by steam distillation in 
the same manner as at a refinery. The 
oil can be used over and over again. Seal- 
ing fluid or torch oil is commonly used for 
the absorption process. 


First Manufacturers. 

While a few isolated instances are 
known where gasoline was condensed 
from high-pressure natural gas, it was not 
until 1903 that the collection of gasoline 
from casinghead gas and the sale of it 
became an established business. In that 
year, across the Ohio River from Sisters- 
ville, W. Va., were located several oil 
wells flowing casinghead gas. This gas 
was used under boilers often three or four 
miles distant. A steam jet at the wells 
was used to force the gas to the point of 
consumption. It was soon discovered that 
the gas lines were showing considerable 
quantities of gasoline, especially in the 
low spots or sags which led to the in- 
stallation of common pipe drips along the 
lines. From this came the use of a sys- 
tem of coils placed in old boilers or tanks 
filled with running water. The gasoline 
was collected daily in wooden barrels, 
hauled to the river and shipped to Par- 
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WATERBURY CO. 63 ParRK Row, NEW YORK 


CHICAGO—419 West 12th Place 
SAN FRANCISCO—113 Davis St. 
. NEW ORLEANS—1018 Maison- 
Blanche Building. 


INDIANAPOLIS 











DALLAS, TEXAS—Powell & 
Ellett Company, 911 South- 
western Life Building. 

OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 
Tulsa, Drumright and Bartlesville, Oklahoma 




















CUDAHY REFINING CO. 


REFINERS OF 


PETROLEUM 


GASOLINE NAPHTHA 


LUBRICATING OILS 


KEROSENE 
PARAFFINE WAX 


OFFICE: CONWAY BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


Operating Refineries at COFFEYVILLE and CHANUTE, KAN., CUSHING, VINITA and MUSKOGEE, OKLA 














A. W. BROWN Cc. M. HARDMAN 


PERRY E. HAWORTH 


WYOMING OIL 
LANDS 


WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS 


SUITE 3, MOLKER BLDG- CASPER, WYO. 
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The “PRIMM” Oil Engine 











runs on lowest grades of oil and 
is all the name ‘‘Primm’”’ signifies. 


Equipped with special governor 
and reverse clutch for drilling. 4 








THE POWER MFG. Co. 








Dept. 14, Lima, Ohio 
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REPORTS, 

EXAMINATIONS, 

APPRAISEMENTS, On Ol! and 

CONSULTATIONS. Natural Gas 
Flelds and 

ESTIMATES AND Pesnsetias 


PLANS FOR NAT'L 
GAS PLANTS. 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


Benedum-Trees Bldg. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Capo, Pittsburgh, USA. 











FOR SALE 


Three hundred twenty feet new 
twelve-inch fifty pound: wrought 
iron well casing. Screw joints; 
immediate shipment; write or 
wire 

GEORGE B. WEAVER, 


716 Scarritt Bldg., 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 








Ardizzone-Braden Company 


Pipe-Line Contractors 
507 Bliss Building 
TULSA, - - OKLA. 











Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,”" compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 

thickness of sands in the different flelds. 
Price, $5.00. 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 











Attention Oil Men 


We carry in stock a large supply of new and second 
hand pipe and casing from one inch to sixteen inches. 
In the market at all times to buy and sell anything 
pertaining to the oil industry. 


Mid-West Supply Company 
304 North Boulder and Katy Tracks, TULSA, OKLA. 














PICKERING BROS., Contractors 
BASIN, WYO. 
Standard rigs, powers, camps, general 
building, ditching, etc. 
Rigs in stock for immediate delivery in 
Wyoming and Montana fields. 











MID-CONTINENT OIL 
We are in the heart of this field, 
and in touch with every phase of its 
development. If you want to buy or 
sell leases, wildcat acreage or pro- 
duction, write us. 
RALPH DEVELOPMENT CoO. 
334 Mayo Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 











Layout—Design—Construction of Pe- 

troleum Refineries, Blending Stations 

and Grease Plants; Investigation of 

Processes, Analyses of all Petroleum 

Products; re Sg Experimental 
or 


Western Chemical Laboratories, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill. 








R. B. Dudley 


Consulting Engineer and Petroleum 
Geologist 
Winter Headquarters at 
Damron Hotel 
MINERAL WELLS, TEX. 





kersburg, where a ready market was 
found. The gasoline ran about 70 degrees 
Baume. To the writer’s knowledge the 
first ones to establish the business of col- 
lection and sale of gasoline from casing- 
head gas were Sutton Bros. & Edmonds, 
of Sistersville, W. Va. Later on, regular 
vacuum pumps were installed at the cas- 
inghead gas wells for the pumping of gas 
to increase the supply and compressors to 
assist in forcing the gas to distant points. 
It was soon noted by the installation of 
the foregoing that the yield of gasoline 
was considerably increased. In the year 
1905 the first known plant especially built 
for extracting gasoline by the compression 


method was installed by William Rich-| h 


ards, at Mayburg, Pa. From this and the 
small beginning in 1903, but 13 years ago, 
the industry has grown and broadened 
until now there are many hundreds of 
plants, scattered from the Eastern oil 
fields to the Pacific Coast, producing in 
1915 approximately $8,000,000 worth of 
gasoline.” 

The book is replete with statistics show- 
ing the remarkable growth of the casing- 
head gasoline industry. In 1914 there 
were 386 plants in operation, which pro- 
duced 42,652,632 gallons, valued at $3,105,- 
109, and there was used 16,894,557,000 cu- 
bic feet of gas, valued at $889,906. In 
1915 the number of plants was not obtain- 
able, but the estimated production of gas- 
oline from casinghead gas was 60,000,0-- 
gallons, of which Oklahoma alone pro- 
duced 35,000,000 gallons. Methods for ob- 
taining the chemical properties of casing- 
head gas at the well without the expense 
of sending samples to the laboratory are 
given, also tables showing capacities of 
pipe used in the construction of feed lines 
and in absorption plants are given in de- 
tail. Various illustrations show every de- 
tail of the construction of both com- 
pressor and absorption plants, accom- 
panied by-elaborate technical description. 

In a chapter devoted to the transporta- 
tion of casinghead gasoline, the writer 
says that “steel drums of the very best 
type manufactured should be used and 
must stand a pressure of 40 pounds per 
asquare inch without any leaks what- 
ever. A 55-gallon drum should weigh not 
more than 70 pounds without hoops and 
a 110-gallon drum should weign not less 
than 130 pounds, without hoops. If a 
drum such as is used for shipping gaso- 
line and high distillates filled with 64-de- 
gree Baume gasoline is allowed to stand 
in the sun with the thermometer regis- 
tering 95 degrees, with a pressure gauge 
attached, it will show that the heat has 
caused a gas pressure of 29% pounds. For 
the purpose of transporting gasoline spe- 
cial drums have been designed to with- 
stand a pressure of over 80 pounds. Do 
not use wooden plugs. Metal plugs should 
be close fitting, using a gasket of asbes- 
tos. Glycerine drums are not satisfactory 
holders of gasoline. Drums should not 
be filled full, but only to within 2 inches 
of the top, to allow for expansion. 


“High - gravity gasoline lies dormant 
when cold, but as its temperature rises 
above its boiling point it begins to agi- 
tate or boil, creating a vapor tension in 
the tank or drum which raises the boil- 
ing point to that corresponding to the 
increased vapor pressure, thus maintain- 
ing a condition of equilibrium. It is bet- 
ter to ship to a colder climate than to a 
warmer one. This lessens the liability 
of losses due to boiling from increased 
temperature. 

“Insulated tank cars have many ad- 
vantages over the old common tank car. 
The great advantage is that the insula- 
tion surrounding the tank keeps the tem- 
perature of the contents from being af- 
fected by the atmospheric pressure. This 
permits shipping higher gravity gasoline 
with far less loss than with cars of the 
old design. As liquid in the insulated car 


‘is kept at an even temperature, there is 


also less liability of the gasoline boiling 
on a hot day, causing the safety valves 
to blow and allowing the gas and gasoline 
to escape into the atmosphere.’’ 


The regulations of the Bureau of Ex- 
plosives of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and other regulations are given 
in full as to the handling and transpor- 
tation of gasoline. The book gives ac- 
knowledgment for much of the very valu- 
able information it contains to W. P. 
Donovan, in charge of the gasoline de- 
partment of the Gypsy Oil Co., and A. 
N. Kerr, of the Riverside Western Oil Co., 
both of Tulsa, also to George A. Burrell, 
P. M. Biddison and W. H. Cooper. 


DISPOSES OF LUMBER BUSINESS. 





F. D. Misener, of Tulsa, has disposed of 
his retail lumber business and hereafter 
will devote his time to the oil business. 
The W. R. Pickering Lumber Co., an old, 











established concern, was the purchaser. 





May Ship Gasoline in 
Insulated Tank Cars 


A. J. Pfister, of Tulsa, secretary of the 
Casinghead Gas Producers’ Association of 
America, has written the following letter 
to all members of the association: 
Gentlemen: 

Attached MCL No. 147, dated Nov. 27, 
1916, from Bureau of Explosives, is con- 
firmation of my circular letter of Nov. 27 
and correction of Dec. 6, 1916. 

I have also been informed by F. C. Hen- 
derson, appointed chairman of Committee 
on Insulated Tank Cars by the Casing- 
ead Gasoline Producers Association of 
America that the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has approved the recom- 
mendation to change the I. C. C. regula- 
tions to permit the shipping of casing- 
head gasoline, blended or unblended, in 
insulated tank cars to 20 pounds during 
the months of October 1 to March 1. You 
are therefore permitted to ship casing- 
head gasoline in insulated tank cars with 
a vapor tension not to exceed 20 pounds 
from Oct. 1 to March 1. 

Very truly yours, 
A. J. PFISTER, 
Secretary. 

The revised regulations of the Bureau 
of Explosives relating to tests of casing- 
head gasoline, are as follows: 

Remove the gauge from the tube and 
fill tube to 90% of its capacity. Fill tube 
preferably by lowering it into the storage 
tank in upright position by means of a 
cord or wire. Leave the tube entirely 
immersed for several minutes, withdraw 
it and pour off sufficient liquid so that 
tube will contain 90% of its capacity. A 
small measure having capacity of 10% of 
the test tube should be used for that pur- 
pose. 

In case it is impracticable to lower the 
tube into the storage tank, draw the 
liquid off into a vessel of capacity about 
equal to the test tube. Pour liquid into 
the test tube until about half filled. Shake 
tube and contents gently in order to bring 
both to the same temperature. After 
standing for several minutes, pour out all 
the liquid from the tube. Draw another 
sample from the storage tank into the 
cylinder and pour through funnel into the 
tube until the latter is entirely full. With- 
draw one-tenth as before. Screw gauge 
tightly into position, using a little liquid 
shellac on joint to insure a tight fit. 

Immerse the tube in water at temper- 
ature of 70° Fahr, and allow it to remain 
for 5 minutes. Then remove it from the 
water and unscrew the gauge sufficiently 
to relieve the pressure indicated by the 
gauge for a period of 20 seconds, and 
screw the gauge tightly into the tube 
again. Then place the tube in water at 
a temperature of 100° Fahr. (90° Fahr. 
from Nov. 1 to March 1). The level of 
the water must be just below the lower 
edge of the pressure gauge. Stir the 
water continually and maintain the tem- 
perature exactly constant for 10 minutes, 
then tap the gauge lightly with the finger 
and read the pressure. 

A correction of pressure figures should 
be made according to the initial tempera- 
ture of the gasoline. This correction 
should be as follows: . 

For tests on samples taken at a tem- 
perature of 50 to 59° F. inc.—deduct 1 Ib. 

For tests on samples taken at a tem- 
perature of 40 to 49° F. inc.—deduct 2 Ibs. 

For tests on samples taken at a tem- 
erature of below 40° F.—deduct 3 Ibs. 

Although the regular inspectors of the 
Bureau of Explosives are available for 
making these tests when required, still, 
the responsibility for knowing the vapor 
pressure of the liquid shipped and that 
it is in proper containers, rests entirely 
on the shippers, who should provide fa- 
cilities and require frequent tests to be 
made of their product, and should send 
a copy of the results of such tests to the 
Chief Inspector, Bureau of Explosives, 30 
Vesey Street, New York City, for informa- 
tion and record. 

In making reports, the gravity of the 
liquid, the temperature of liquid as placed 
in test tube, the pressure at 70° Fahr. 
before venting tube, the corrected pres- 
sure at 100° Fahr. (90° from Nov. 1 to 
March 1) after venting at 70° Fahr., 
should all be recorded. 

Very respectfully, 
B. W. DUNN, 
Chief Inspector. 





PROPERTY EAST OF TURLEY SOLD. 





Tulsa Fuel & Manufacturing Co. has 
bought from Bradford & Wallace, in the 
vicinity of Turley, Okla., 80 acres with 
six producing wells. A former member 
of the Bradford & Wallace firm was Wil- 
liam Wallace, whose death occurred at 
his home in Tulsa last September. Mr. 
Bradford has had oil interests in the 
Cushing district and elsewhere. He is 
representative, in Tulsa, of the Parkers- 
burg Rig & Reel Co. 


DISTRIBUTING DESK CLOCKS. 





The Muskogee Refining Co. is sending 
to its customers and friends handsome 
clocks, fitted with an ornamental frame, 
which makes of the timepiece an attrac- 
tive desk ornament. 











Rigby Improved Oil Saver 





Patented February 7, 1911. 


To use the oil saver to shut in a 
flowing well that’s not equipped, run 
slack off wheels to safety. Put the 
saver on the rope, put on a wrapper, 
swing the tools in the hole and lower 
the tools till the saver seats in the 
casing head. 

In ordering oil savers used in casing 
heads, give size of base wanted on 
saver you order and size of rope. 


Rigby All-Size Rope Clamp 


Patented December 10, 1907. 








Patented December 8, 1914. 


The clamp always remains on the 
temper screw, simply change the slips 
for the rope you wish to use. A min- 
ute’s work will do it. 


Rigby Combination Oil Saver 


Special for California 








Patented July 28,1914. 


In ordering oil savers used in under- 
reaming say RIGBY COMBINATION 
OIL, SAVER and give size of casing 
and threads. No casing head required 
for this saver, it fits in the collar. 
For circulating system, underreaming, 
following down with casing and flow- 
ing wells it has no equal. 


Manufactured by 


Modern Well Supplies Company 


BUTLER, PA. 





Ask your dealer—If not in stock, 
write us. 
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Natural Gas Developments 


Summary of December Operations. 
Comp. Prod. Dry. Gas. Rigs. Drg.To’l. 

Licking ... 7 4 
Fairfield ... 1 
Knox 0 
Ashland ... 
Medina .:.. 2 
Lorain 
Wayne . 
Richland 
Cuyahoga .. 
Vinton ..... 2 
Hocking ... 
Coshocton.. 
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Differ... 

Decrease completed wells, 17. 

Oil wells, 2; increase oil wells, 1; increase 
new production, 25 bbls. 

During December there was unusual ac- 
tivity in the Central Ohio gas area and 
considerable new work is being started by 
the Logan Gas & Fuel Co., the Ohio Fuel 
Supply Co., the Medina Gas & Fuel Co. 
and the Columbus Natural Gas Co., test- 
ing out some of the land long held under 
lease and upon which rentals have been 
paid for years. The December work in 
completed wells, while not so large as 
some of the former months of the year, 
shows that good judgment was used in 
the locations of wells, for out of the num- 
ber drilled only one dry hole was reported, 
while two were oil walls and 31 were gas 
wells, the total wells for the month being 
34. This, when compared with the No- 
vember report, shows a decrease in com- 
pleted wells of 17, one more oil well and 
an increase of 25 bbls. in new production. 
In dry holes there is a decrease of 17 and 
one less gas well. At the close of Decem- 
ber there were 52 rigs up and 75 wells 
drilling, against 37 rigs and 71 drilling 
wells at the close of November. This is 
an increase in rigs of 15 and in drilling 
wells of four, or a net increase of 19. 

Vinton County, the most southerly gas 
county in the field, is attracting much at- 
tention, but the work is almost confined 
to the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. and the Cen- 
tral Contract & Finance Co., as the other 
companies are doing but little for gas in 
that county. Some very fair gas wells 
have been found during the month in this 
county, as well as in Medina, Ashland, 
Lorain, Cuyahoga, Wayne and Richland 
Counties. The wells in the Homer field, 
in Licking County, are rather light af- 
fairs when compared with the wells of 
the counties mentioned. 

Only two oil wells were discovered dur- 
ing December. Jos. Artman and others 
drilled a 15-bbl. pumper in a test on the 
A. J. Holmes farm, in Lot 27, Litchfield 
Township, Medina County, and in Brook- 
lyn Township, Cuyahoga County, the East 
Ohio Gas Co. drilled a 15-bbl. pumper in 
a test on the Mary Orth farm, in Section 
1. The coming two months will be one of 
activity with the gas companies and a 
strong effort will be made to find an am- 
ple supply for the many lines running 
out of the gas belt to towns and cities, 
and the Central Ohio gas field goes a 
long way to help out the heavy gas pull 
on the West Virginia fields. 


LARGE CONSUMERS ARE CUT OFF. 


WACO, Tex., Dec. 30.—Natural gas 
service to consumers here who are using 
250,000 or more cubic feet per month will 
be discontinued next Monday, Jan. 1, in 
accordance with an agreement reached 
recently between the City Commission 
and representatives of the Texas ‘Power 
& Light Co. This action is taken to pro- 
tect the small user of natural gas, and 
whether it will be made permanent de- 
pends on the supply furnished Waco from 
the natural gas field at Mexia. 








G. A. BORRELL 


CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 


Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
tent. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
Compression and Absorption processes. Natura) Gas, 
gasoline, petroleum. 
Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

















PATENTS 


TRADE MARKS AND DESIGNS 
RALPH T. BASSETT 


Reg. Patent Atty. No. 3336 
316-17 Mayo Bldg. TULSA, OKLA. 























CENTRAL OHIO GAS. 


LANCASTER, O., Dec. 30.—The Sugar 
Grove district, particularly the territory 
in parts of Vinton County, the most 
southerly end of the Central Ohio field, is 
showing renewed activity, and in Rich- 
land Township, the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. 
is making preparations for a large amount 
of gas development during the balance of 
the winter. This company has drilled in 
a fine gas well along the north line of 


| the Charles M. Gardner farm, Section 23, 


and another on the northeast corner of 
the J. W. Martindale farm, Section 22. 
This company is doing all of the work in 
Richland Township at this time and is 
nearing the sand with tests on the Henry 
Waldron farm, Section 11, No. 1 C. W. 
Traphagan farm, Section 27, No. 1 J. W. 
Stone farm, Section 15, and No. 1 John 
Groves farm, Section 7. This company 
has many new locations made. A loca- 
tion has been made on the southeast cor- 
ner of the Robt. W. Nichols farm, Section 
12, and on the Sanford Nichols farm, Sec- 
tion 20. No. 2 has been located on the 
John L. Kruger farm, Section 4. No. 1 
is a location on the Abraham Cassill 
farm, Section 26, and a location for a test 
has been made on the southeast corner 
of the Mary L. Cassill farm, Section 26. 
Location for a test has been made on the 
center of the Lydia Gardner farm, Section 
22, and on the center of the Geo. W. Bone 
farm, Section 16. A test has been located 
on the southeast corner of the Cox & 
Shockley farm, Section 15, also on the 
Rebecca Blackstone farm, Section 13, and 
on the center of the W. R. Terron 50 
acres, Section 15. 

In Jackson Township, Vinton County, 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. is drilling a test 
on the J. W. Westcott farm, Section 22, 
and is drilling at No. 3 along t he south 
line of the M. J. Blackstone farm, section 
23. The Central Contract & Finance Co. 
made a location on the J. W. Brown 
farm, Section 5, also a location on the 
southwest corner of the Wesley C. Hardin 
farm, Section 23, and for a test in the 
center of the R. A. Cowdan farm, Section 
1i. The Ohio Fuel Supply Co. has aban- 
doned its location on the A. J. Short 80- 
acre farm, Section 32. 

Homer Gas Field. 

In Granville Township, Licking County, 
the Heisey Gas Co. drilled in a very light 
gas well on the T. J. Robinson farm, but 
will plug the hole and abandon the well. 
In Licking Township, same county, the 
Wehrle Stove Works Co. got a crooked 
hole in its test on the southeast corner 
of the William Boner farm and has aban- 
doned it. 

In Licking Township, same county, the 
Heisey Gas Co. drilled a fair gas well in 
No. 5 on the southeast corner of the G. 
L. Swartz 122-acre farm, and is drilling 
No. 3 on the southeast corner of the J. H. 
Christ farm. 

In Washington Township, Licking Coun- 
ty, J. H. Kirkpatrick drilled No. 4 on his 
own farm and has a light gas well. This 
well has been under way for close to a 
year. The Licking Window Glass Co. 
drilled a fair gas well on the northeast 
corner of the John Mills farm. 

In Granville Township, same county, 
the Columbus Natural Gas Co. drilled a 
very good gas well on the northwest cor- 
ner of the F. J. Reese farm. This com- 
pany is drilling on the F. Fulton farm, in 
Newark Township. WHIT. 


CHEMISTS SUGGEST HEAT VALUE 
SHOULD REGULATE GAS PRICES. 


LAWRENCE, Kan., Dec. 28.—That the 
consumers pay for gas according to the 
heating value of the gas is the suggestion 
made by chemists at the University of 
Kansas who have just completed a test 
of gas from more than five hundred wells 
in Kansas. The report of the chemists 
shows that gas in the Kansas fields varies 
much in heating values. 

Gas supplied to Kansas City, Lawrence, 
Topeka, Ottawa and other cities in the 
Eastern part of the State was found of 
good quality, averaging about 950 heat 
units. The best gas in the Southern part 
of the State, however, averaged 1,150 
heat units. 

The chemists point out that the con- 
sumer should know the quality of the gas 
he buys, just as he would wood or coal. 
A meter responds as readily to poor gas 
as to good gas. Under this plan auto- 
matic sampling machines would sample 
the gas at various point and an analysis 
would then be made. 





GAS-RATE CASE !IS DISMISSED. 

SMETHPORT, Pa., Dec. 28.—The ap- 
peal of consumers of the Potter Gas Co. 
against said company, arising from the 
company’s increase of the minimum rate 
for its product, before members of the 
Public Service Commission, and which 
was heard in Smethport several months 
ago, has been dismissed by the Pub- 
lic Service Commission. The minimum 
monthly charge of the Potter Gas Co. for 
the service mentioned in the report shall 
be the rate set forth in the tariffs of the 
company now on file and in effect, and it 
it fuorther ordered that the complaint in 
this case is dismissed. 


Utilities Commission Is 
Strong for 28-Cent Gas 


TOPEKA, Kan., Dec. 29.—Representa- 
tives of Henry L. Doherty, of New York, 
holding options on Kansas Natural Gas 
stock for which he is supposed to have 
paid about $900,000, last night took the 
following suggestions from the Kansas 
Public Utilities Commission to Mr. Doh- 
erty at Kansas City: 

“Fulfill the agreement made by your 
representatives with the Commission. Dis- 
miss the litigation, put in the rate allowed 
by the Commission—28 cents. Come to 
the Commission and show that invest- 
ments made in the property, require a 
higher rate, and the Commission will al- 
low it, considering the rights of both in- 
vestors and public. 

“If Mr. Doherty can not see his way 
clear to do this, he might sell out his op- 
tion on the Kansas Natural and retire 
from the field. This is final, so far as the 
Commission is concerned. The Commis- 
sion never has taken any other view, is 
not now, and will not.”’ 

A. R. Brown, of St. Joseph, attorney 
for Doherty; Chester I. Long, attorney for 
the receiver of the Kansas Natural, and 
Robert Stone, attorney for Doherty, called 
on the Utilities Commission and held a 
long conference with attorneys and mem- 
bers of the Commission. 

“The Commission’s stand is perfectly 
plain,’’ said Bristow after the conference. 
“It has been all the time. The Commis- 
sion has certain duties under the iaw, 
and will make no advance propositions, 
agreements or promises as to rates before 
a proper hearing on the matter.” 

Mr. Brown refused either to affirm or 
deny a rumor current lately that Doherty 
has been trying to dispose of his option 
on the Kansas Natural stock. 

“T am positive that Mr. Doherty has 
not sold to Barnsdall,” said Brown. “I 
do not know that he has been trying to 
do so. Mr. Doherty wants to go ahead 
with his plans and furnish gas over the 
Kansas Natural circuit. He can do so, 
but not at 28 cents. And he does not 
want to go through the rest of the winter 
on that low rate, even if he believes he 
can show reasons for and obtain a higher 
rate for next winter. 

“As for the Diescher statement to the 
Commission, it is just this way: Mr. 
Doherty has to raise part of the money 
to take over the property, naturally, out- 
side his own company. An _ $11,000,000 
deal is not swung easily, even by a man 
of Mr. Doherty’s financial standing. And 
how can he interest financiers in a propo- 
sition that provides for the sale of gas 
at a rate already declared confiscatory? 
It is just as if he had made the Diescher 
statement, promising to start on the 28- 
cent rate, and then came back to the 
Commission and said: ‘Gentlemen, I can 
not put this deal through, I find, after 
consulting my people back home. They 
won't stand for the investment at a con- 
fiscatory rate.’ ” 

Brown and Stone left the State house 
on the run late yesterday afternoon to 
catch a train for Kansas City, where Mr. 
Doherty was awaiting the result of yes- 
terday’s conference. ; 


THIRTY-CENT GAS PROPOSAL. 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 30.—The 
question of a 30-cent gas agreement with 
the Doherty interests is before the Kan- 
sas Public Utilities Commission. This 
developed today at a conference between 
Judge Hugh J. Smith, Kansas side City 
Counselor, and Mayor Green, in which 
the Mayor said the city would follow the 
lead of the State Commission in any 
negotiations or agreements that might be 
made. 

H. L. Doherty, at the Hotel Muehle- 
bach today, said that the purchase of the 
Kansas Natural properties would be con- 
summated so far as he was concerned. 

“When I entered into contract for this 
property my intention was ‘to get a re- 
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328-329 Mayo Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Billings, Mont., Babcock Building 











JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS 
OIL AND GAS 
306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
Roswell H. Johnson L. G. Huntley 














WALTER STALDER 
OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 
San Francisco, Cal. 

















JAMES H. GARDNER 
GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 
OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 
PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 














Cable Address, ““Consultoil.’? Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 


F. G. CLAPP and M. L. FULLER 
Managing Engineers 


CONSULTING SPECIALISTS 
ON OIL AND GAS 
120 Broadway - - - - New York City 


1333 F Street Washington, D. C. 
331 Fourth Avenue -. - Pittsburgh, Pa. 














H. B. GOODRICH 


GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practical Re- 
ports on Prospective or Developed Oi! 
Properties. 

450 WEST 147TH STREET 


New York, N. Y. 








CASING-HEAD GASOLINE 


is valuable, let us make your tests 


C. N. SHERMAN 
401 S. Frisco 


Phone 2675 TULSA, OKLA. 

















C. W. WASHBURNE, 


Geologist 
66 Liberty St., New York 
Cable: ‘‘Washburnol”’ 
Code: “Bedford McNeill” 
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 








OIL MAP 


Miami-Frankin Co. Kansas shallow 
oil field. Just finished. Latest devel- 
opment, sectionized and _ up-to-date 
mapping of farm owners. Size 30’’x 
40". Paper, $5.00. Cloth, $6.00. Ad- 
dress, 

AHRENS MERCANTILE CoO., 
Paola, Kans. 


CLIPSON CLEANING WORKS 
Plant, 915 S. Main St. 
Uptown Office, Hotel Tulsa. 
Phone 4660 Tulsa, Okla. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 
J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 
11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 








_ E, A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
Montpelier, Williams County, Ohio. 


20 W. THIRD ST. TULSA, OKLA. 


LYON’S RESTAURANT 
The Clean Place 


Management F. W. LYON of Robinson, Il. 


T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 








GEO. T. AMYX 
Oil Production and Leases 
Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
203% E. Main Chanute, Kans. 


COX & RADCLIFFE 
Petroleum Geology 
and Mine Engineering 
311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 








If you want to buy a used car that is 
guaranteed, see us. Every car sold is 
absolutely guaranteed from defects. If 
you want to improve your car, see us. 
AUTO CLEARING & SALES CO. 
Auto Tops—Seat Covers 
Phone 5949 207-09 N. Main St. 
TULSA, OKLA. 


DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month 
Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 


MID-CON. ENGINEERING 
COMPANY 


Appraisements, Examinations and 
Reports on Oil and Gas Properties in 
the Mid-Continent field. 

First National Bank Bldg. 
Phones 1780 and 650. Chanute, Kan. 








DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 


Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


ERNEST W. MILLER 
Geologist; Oil Producer; Dealer in Oil, 
Gas and Mining Properties and Leases 

St. Louis, Mo. 
619 Franklin Ave. Phone Central 6555-L 


WILLIAM A. RINEY 
Civil Engineer and Geologist 


Mapping Geologic Structures a Specialty 
F. & M. Bank Bidg., Abilene, Texas 








ROBERTSON, BAILEY, 
NELSON & BAILEY 
ATTORNEYS AND 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 
TULSA, OKLA. 

436-440 Robinson Arcade Phone 4450 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 

511-514 Surety Bidg. Phone 815 








MISS CAROLINE BAKER 

Law and Commercial Stenographer 
Notary Public . Phone 392 

301 Gallais Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


DORSEY HAGER 
Petroleum Geologist and Engineer 
Lynch Building 
"Phone 5398 Tulsa, Okla. 


Mowbray Undertaking Co. 


Phones: 329, 86, 911 
422-424 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa, Okla. 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 
Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 








WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 


Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 
601 Merchants-Laclede Blidg., St. Louis 


GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 
Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 








BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 


Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class producing properties 


PRODUCTION WANTED 


We want some good leases and settled 
productions, royalties or working in- 
terests. Full particulars first letter. 


A. L. HOLTOM & COMPANY 
203-4-5 Flynn-Ames Bldg., 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 
Oll Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 


COCHRANE 
Water Softeners (Hot Process) 
Feed Water Heaters 
Multiport Valves. Separators 
Boiler Troubles Eliminated 
Concrete Stacks 


H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 


Telephone 2787 
1314 S. Denver Ave. TULSA, OKLA. 








PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 


Abstract Books Complete Oil Maps 


STAFFORD ABSTRACT CO. 


Abstracts of Title 














CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. 8S. Bell, L. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 
Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 


INSURANCE 


Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 
Let us take care of your requirements 


in Oklahoma and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 














THE KETCHUM HOTEL 
European Plan 
Rates, $1.50 we Day and Up 


Tulsa’s Finest and Best Equipped 
Hostelry 


First Class Cafe 
Large Sample Rooms 
5th and Main Sts. TULSA, OKLA. 


handled Muskogee, Okla. E : 
230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. eeanclRamnaneste deans Conon OD ae ae eee ae eee 
I WANT: Twenty million feet wet 
L. F. BROACH ; gas; also production, refinery. For sale: THE PURITAN DRUG CoO TULSA AUTO LIVERY CO. 
Oil Properties. “High Class properties oil lands in Mexico, Kansas leases, Kan- ‘ 101 TA XI 122 
nly’ Phone 6648 ee ee aaa Drugs and Sundries 
403 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 506 Ridge Bldg. ° Kansas City, Mo. snail anlie i aitaia New Cars. Tulsa, Okla. 


Leases and Plats 
Phones: 112 and 44 
Hotel Tulsa Bldg. Tulsa, OKla. 














Place your orders for ice with the 


TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 





ii 





Place your order for Gas Heaters and 
Cook Stoves with 


QUEEN BEE STOVE Co. 
Madison and Frisco Sts., Tulsa, Okla. 








YOUR CARD SHOULD BE HERE 
‘It Brings Results” 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 








RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
Moves Baggage, Office Furniture and 
Freight Promptly. 

Phones 1755-5488 Tulsa, Okla. 








Tulsa Indian Trading Co. 
GENUINE INDIAN CURIOS 
Leather Goods, Moccasins and 
Beaded Goods 
Fine Cigars and Tobacco 
314 S. Main St. Tulsa, Okla. 

















munerative rate through the Kansas Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission, relying on the 
judgment of a United States court that 
any rate less than 32 cents would be con- 
fiscatory,” he continued. ‘‘My intention 
now is to file a new schedule with the 
various Commissions and to prove the 
reisonableness of a higher rate.’’ 

His presence here, Mr. Doherty ex- 
plained, was occasioned by business mat- 
ters in St. Joseph. 


HOLDREN TO CLEAN UP GAS CASES. 





TOPEKA, Kan., Dec. 28.—Joseph W. 
‘Holdren, the new judge of the Montgom- 
ery County District Court, upon whose 
shoulders has fallen the task of unrav- 
eling the Kansas Natural Gas litigation, 
is going to settle the litigation and get 
it out of his court as quickly as possible. 
When he received his commission from 
Governor Capper today and started for 
home, Mr. Holdren said that he would 
expedite the gas controversy as much as 
Possible, 

_ “I don’t know what shape the case is 
in at present,” he said. ‘‘But I want to 
get it out of the way.” 


a big blaze, 
shop and destroyed it. 
of box materials were consumed at this 
time also. 

R. L. Davis, 1577 Quarrier Street, is 
vice president of the company and O. L. 
Davis is manager. 

The gas was so strong when it burst 





Twenty Thousand Dollar 


Loss Due to Explosion 


CHARLESTON, W. Va., Dec. 28.—Due 
to the bursting of a gas main, the pack- 
ing house and the shop of the Bastern 
Carbon Black Co., at Shrewsbury, 16 
miles from Charleston, were consumed by 
fire on Christmas day, at a loss of $20,000, 
with no insurance, the explosion breaking 
many windows in the town. 


A flaw in the gas pipe at the side of 
the packing house is supposed to have 
caused the bursting of the main, the gas 
forcing itself into the packing house, and 
being ignited by the gas jets there, which 
set fire to the carbon black. Four car- 
loads of this explosive material had. been 
stored in the packing room and this made 
which soon spread to the 
Several carloads 








from the main that several men were 
pinned to the side of the building. 

The Bastern Carbon Black Co. has re- 
cently erected a new plant at Shrewsbury 
at:a cost of about $17,000, and this, as 
well as the other building, will be in op- 
eration within a few weeks. 


GAS ENTERPRISE OF IMPORTANCE 
TO ANACONDA AND OTHER CITIES. 





ANACONDA, Mont., Dec. 28.—Dr. T. C. 
Witherspoon, president of the Montana- 
Canadian Oil Co., and Attorney Louis P. 
Sanders, representing the company, re- 
turned early yesterday morning from New 
York, where they went to fix up a deal 
for the development and use of the nat: 
ural gas which they have on their prop- 
erties. 

“We were successful in making arrange- 
ments,’’ said Dr. Witherspoon, ‘‘and we 
feel assured that the gas from our field® 
will be piped to Great Falls, Helena, 
Butte and Anaconda. 

“We took the matter up with C. F. 
Kelley, managing director of the Ana- 
conda company, and tentative arrange- 
ments were made. 

“One of the greatest difficulties that 


we face now is that of getting pipe. 
Those who have not investigated condi- 
tions in the steel industry do not realize 
the extreme situation. It may be neces- 
sary to wait until the war in Europe ends 
before the pipe can be secured for the 
drilling of the additional gas wells and 
laying the main pipe lines that will bring 
the gas to Butte and Anaconda. 

“T can not state at this time the terms 
of agreement that have been made, but 
under them I feel certain that gas not 
only for the large companies and manu- 
facturing establishments, but for domes- 
tic use in the homes for lighting, heating 
and cooking will be available in all the 
large cities of Western Montana. 

“It will cost several millions of dollars 
ito carry out all the plans, including de- 
velopment, piping and distribution, and, 
of course, it must be ascertained beyond 
any doubt just what can be expected in 
the amount of gas. 

“The experts are convinced that we 
have gas from what is konwn as the gas 
strata that run clear up into Alaska. The 
United company is making arrangements 
now to pipe the gas from what is the 





same field in Canada to Winnipeg. 
“Just what arrangements Mr. Kelley 
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will make in the carrying out of the plans 
we have agreed upon I can not say. But 
I can say our mission was successful and 
we feel greatly elated over the chance of 
adding so greatly to the prosperity of 
Northern and Western Montana as this 
means. 

“The financing of the proposition means 
expenditure, it is estimated, of from $15,- 
000,000 to $20,000,000. It is a gigantic en- 
terprise, but its success is assured.’’ 


GAS LEAKS INTO PRIVATE WELL 
FROM MAIN OF KANSAS NATURAL. 





KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 28.—Another 
of the gas wells supplying Kansas City 
petered out, according to the Times. Jos- 
eph Alpot, lessee of the McGee Hotel 
Building at the northeast corner of Seven- 
teenth and McGee Streets, has been sup- 
plying fuel for that building for at least 
two years, as he supposed, from a gas 
well at the rear of the building. With 
the expected failure of the service of the 
Kansas City Gas Co., others living in the 
neighborhood were planning to use the 
private well, and to supply the additional 
consumers Mr. Alpot negotiated for an 
electric pump to increase the supply. This 
step seemed necessary because he noticed 
it was a peculiarity of the well that its 
pressure went down with every cold snap 
in sympathy with the Kansas City Gas 
Co.’s supply. 

The move to buy a pump attracted the 
attention of the gas company’s inspectors, 
and EB. E. Keeler, of that company, de- 
cided to shut off an old main in that 
block, formerly feeding the ovens of the 
Smith Baking Co. and the Warneke 
Baking Co. 

“Go ahead,” said Mr. Alpot, and bet 
Keeler the cigars the gas well would not 
be affected. He lost. It is estimated the 
gas company has been losing $75 to $100 
a month through the “gas well.” 


GAS DECISION REGARDING RATES 
OF INTEREST TO STOCKHOLDERS. 


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., Dec. 30.—‘‘The 
public can not be properly submitted to 
unreasonable rates in order simply that 
stockholders may earn dividends. 

“If a corporation can not earn dividends 
for stockholders it is a misfortune for it 
and them which the constitution does not 
require to be remedied by imposing un- 
just burdens upon the public.” 

This language was used by Chief Jus- 
tice Graves of the Supreme Court today 
in disposing of an appeal from a ruling 
of the State Public Service Commission 
wherein the gas company of Columbia 
was ordered to lower its rates to con- 
sumers. 

The company appealed and the Supreme 
Court has sustained the ruling of the 
Commission. The old rate was: Consum- 
ers under 10,000 cubic feet per month, 
$1.75; minimum charge per month, $1. 
The Commission ordered this rate reduced 
to $1.35 net for the first 10,000 cubic feet 
and all in excess thereof at $1.25, with 
the minimum charge fixed at 75 cents 
per month. 








Stop Pulling 
Tubing 


Reduce Cost of Operating Lease 


Use the 


The McGregor Working Barrel 





Is not an experiment, it has 
been in actual use for five 
years, and is now being gen- 
erally adopted by a majority 
of oil producers, both large 
and small, throughout the 
United States. 

Especially adaptable for 
wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels or 
leaky valves. 


See dealers or 
write for circular 


McGregor Working Barrel 








Co., Inc. BRADFORD, PA 


Sole Manufacturers 





“Patented” 























Financial and 


Market News 


By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 29.—There has been 
a noteworthy decrease in the volume of 
sales for the week just ended, due in part 
to the usual dullness preceding the holi- 
day and to numerous firms being busily 
engaged in their annual stocking as well 
as renovating, also overhauling machin- 
ery and making larger additions to build- 
ings in order to handle the prospective 
larger demand for petroleum and products 
during the year 1917. Scarcity of vessels 
to load oil restricted business materially 
and resulted in substantial shrinkages in 
sales, particularly in illuminating oil in 
cases and naphthas of all descriptions. 
Prices closed strong in sympathy with 
further rises in crude oils at the weélls 
and still higher values are looked for 
during the'‘early part of 1917. 

Spot motor gasoline for domestic con- 
sumption remains unchanged to garages 
at 22c and to consumers at 24c a gallon. 
An appreciation of values is looked for 
daily, based on light supplies and the 
increased cost of production. 

The pronounced scarcity of tonnage for 
ease oil materially restricted chartering 
of vessels and rates are tending upward 
for steamers, while sailers are scarce with 
rates nominal. Considerable difficulty is 
being encountered in securing tonnage for 
January, February and March loading for 
Europe, also for South American ports. 
Charterers have advanced their bids in the 
hope of securing the mentioned months 
for loading. For the week ended today 
the total charters covering crude and re- 
fined oils, also naphthas, in bulk and in 
packages, reduced to crude equivalent, 
amounted to 125,502 bbls., showing a 
marked decrease of 119,022 bbls. compared 
with the preceding week’s total. No fix- 
tures of case oil were reported worthy of 
mention and the bulk involved freight 
room in general carriers, which are also 
scarce. 

Clearances for the week of petroleum 
show a decided decrease at the port of 
New York compared with the preceding 
week’s total. The, total clearance since 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 28, 1916, as tabulated by 
figures herewith, amounted to 703,162,715 
gallons, showing a shrinkage of 17,073,468 
gallons compared with the corresponding 
period of 1915. Clearances at Philadel- 
phia for the same period aggregated 
about 228,500,000 gallons, showing a de- 
cided gain of 77,900,000 gallons over the 
same time of last year. 


The weekly review of petroleum and 
products as outlined herewith, covering 
transactions, is based on terms f.o.b. ves- 
sel new York, covering 200- to 299-case 
lots, unless otherwise specified. In order 
to arrive at f.ob. vessel price on case oil 
in regular export cases, containing two 
five-gallon low-screw cans, in New York 
harbor, the following regular lighterage 
charges must be added to sales prices 
herein montioned on standard white oil 
(water white oil sells at 1c a gallon above 
the priec of standard white oil). Lighter- 
age charges are as follows: Ten to 99 
cases, 2c; 100 to 199 cases, 1%c; 200 to 
299 cases, 90c; 300 to 399 cases, 60c; 400 
to 499 cases, 50c; 500 to 699 cases, 40c; 
700 to 999 cases, 20c; 1,000 to 2,999 cases, 
30c; 3,000 to 9,999 cases, 20c a gallon, and 
10,000 cases and above, 1 1-3c a case. 


Sales of illuminating oil in bulk com- 
prised some 76,000 bbls. at 4%c., while of 
full-barreled cargo lots orders involved 
10,000 bbls. at 8.35¢e a gallon. Of illumin- 
ating oil in cases about 140,000 cases were 
traded in. No full cargo lot orders are 
included in the latter amount, which 
closed at 11%c a gallon, while the total 
comprised 3,000- to 9,999-case lots at 11.95c 
a gallon. No naphtha sales of importance 
were reported and prices closed firm at} 
36%c for 200- to 299-case lots and at | 
36.40c for 3,000-case lots of 73 to 76% 

Gasoline sales included some 3,000 cases 
at 31%c for 200- to 299-case lots and at 
31.05¢c a gallon for 3,000-case lots of auto, 
68 to 72 degrees, while stove sold at 29c 
for 200- to 299-case lots and at 28.55¢c a 
gallon for 3,000 case lots. 

Sales of lubricating oils show a further 
decrease, involving some 35,000 bbls. at 
former values, as to brand. 

No sales of crude oil, gas oil or fuel 
oils, could be traced, aside from unim- 
portant small lines. 

The following table gives the charters for 
petroleum and by-products at New York, 
covering crude and refined oils and napthas, 
in bulk and in packages, reduced to crude 
equivalent, for the week ended Dec. 28, 1916, 
and from Dec. 1, 1916, with daily averages, 
compiled in barrels: 





Day. Since Dec. 1. Average. 





31,742 7,73 21,478 
38,097 505,833 21,992 
20,621 526,454 21,058 
,873 542,327 20,089 
6,389 548,716 20,323 
12,776 561,492 20,054 


The following table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1, 1916, 
to Dec. 28, 1916, with total clearances for 
the week ended Dec. 28, 1916, and compara- 
tive figures: 


Product. Week. Since Jan. 1. 1915. 
Refined . 4,353,636 419,582,298 405,163,729 
CPG “os ones 55 8,295,528 10,212,045 
eR Pay a e 103,265,465 139,614,897 
Se ae rae 318,183 6,513,205 
Gasoline ; 40,766 21,866,971 23,039,927 
Lub. oils... ,929,173 147,834,270 135,757,380 

Total r 6, 6,323, 630 703, 162,7 715 720,326,183 


Foreign Closing Cable Quotations, 


(American refined petroleum, standard 
white oil.) ondon Liverpool. 
a Sa ae is1i4d is1l%d 
PORURUOEY 2s 0s 0a cen is1i4da 1lsi%d 
DEORGRY. 00 0s cas secs 1s1%d is1%d 
| ae is1\4%d 1lsi%d 
Wednesday ......... is1\4d ils1%d 
Sy Nr ee anny is1\4d ls1i%d 





BIG EARNINGS OF UNITED FUEL. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 30.—United Fuel Gas 
Co. reports to the Stock Exchange for 
the period from Jan. 1, 1915, to Oct. 31, 
1916: Total earnings, $3,389,205; expenses, 
$1,411,829; net earnings, $1,977,376; fixed 
charges, $389,297; surplus, $1,588,079. 

The general consolidated balance sheet 
as of Oct. 31, 1916, shows cash of $312,- 
725 and a profit-and-loss surplus of $2,428,- 
701 and total assets and liabilities of $20,- 
048,944. 


RECEIVER FOR THE INTERSTATE. 

NEW ORLEANS, La., Dec. 29.—Suit 
for receivership was filed against the In- 
terstate Oil & Gas Development Co., of 
this city, in the Civil District Court by 
95 stockholders, who charge that officers 
and directors have appropriated about all 
of the $14,000 yearly profits of the com- 
pany to pay their own salaries. They 
also charge mismanagement. Assets of 
the company are given as $100,000, most 
of which is in oil wells. 


OIL-LAND SUIT IS DISPOSED OF. 





SHREVEPORT, La., Dec. 29.—An opin- 
ion rejecting the demands of the plaintiff 
as in case of non-suit, was rendered in 
the proceedings brought by the heirs of 
J. R. Greening, of Red River Parish, 
against the Natalie Oil Co., of Shreveport, 
by Judge T. F. Bell in the District Court. 
The case has been in the court for sev- 
eral months and involved valuable land 
in the oil-field section of Red River 
Parish. 


HEAT DICTATORSHIP IN OHIO 
BY THE UTILITIES COMMISSION. 





COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 28.—State Utili- 
ties Commissioners have assumed a vir- 
tual “heat dictatorship’? to prevent suf- 
fering from gas shortages in Cleveland 
and Cincinnati. 

They also were ready to extend this 
control to other cities in case fuel short- 
ages become acute. 

In addition to authorizing cut-off of 
service to large Cincinnati consumers, the 
Commission today had C. C. Thorpe and 
O. F. McJunkin, railroad inspectors, in 
Cincinnati, to take charge of the coal 
supply situation. Both inspectors had in- 
structions and authority to force speedier 
movement, delivery and unloading of rail- 
road coal shipments so that industrial 
plants whose gas had been ordered turned 
off by the Commission and domestic con- 
sumers whose pressure is low will have 
a better chance to get needed coal. 

Utilities Commissioners personally were 
in charge of the situation in both cities. 


BIG OIL PURCHASE IN WYOMING. 





SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Dec. 28.—The 
United States Petroleum Co., a new cor- 
poration, with Captain William Mattson, 
chief or the Mattson Navigation Co. and 
the Honolulu Consolidated Oil Co., as 
president, and backed by San Francisco 
capital, has purchased for $300,000 the 
12,000 acres of Government locations held 
by A. G. Wilkes in the Lost Soldier field 
of Wyoming, 40 miles north of Rawlins 
and 80 miles from Casper. Captain Matt- 
son and his associates have a 51% inter- 
est in the property. 





Thursday, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


CLASSIFIED RATES. 


Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariably cash in advance unless the adver. 
tiser has an account with the publisher, 
Estimate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. Replies forwarded free. 








FOR SALE. 





PUBLIC SALE OF OIL AND GAs 
LEASES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA. 


THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE LAND 
OFFICE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHO. 
MA will receive sealed bids for the leas- 
ing of the public lands and of the river 
bed leases of the State of Oklahoma for 
oil and gas purposes on the 26th day of 
January, 1917, at the hour of four o’clock 
p. m. on the following lands in the State, 
to-wit: 

The following lands in Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 1—N. W. apeer of Sec. 33, 
Township 25 N., Range 9 West. 

Tract No. 2—Bast half of Sec. 36, Twp. 
26 N., Range 9 West. 

Tract No. 3—N. W. pe gga of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 23 N., Range 10 Wes 

The following lands in aaligs County 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 4—North half of Sec. 36, Twp. 
15 N., Range 10 West. 

Tract No. 5—S. E. 
Twp. 16 N., Range 10 W 

Tract No. 6—N. E. Psd ol of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 11 West. 

Tract No. 7—South half and N. W. 
- saci of Sec. 16, Twp. 16 N., Range 11 

Jest. 

Tract No. 8—North ‘aad of Sec. 16, Twp. 
17 N., Range 12 Wes 

The following sie in Caddo County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 9—Sec. 13, Twp. 5 N., Range 
9 West. 


The following lands in Comanche Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 10—East half of Sec. 16, Twp. 
4 N., Range 9 West. 


quarter of Sec. 36, 


Tract No. 11—Sec. 13, Twp. 4 N., Range 
9 West. , 

Tract No. 12—Sec. 36, Twp. 4 N., Range 
9 West. 

Tract No. 13—Sec. 13, Twp. 3 N., Range 
9 West. 

Tract No. 14—Sec. 16, Twp. 4 N., Range 
10 West. 


Tract No. 15—South half and N. E. 
Se of Sec. 13, Twp. 4 N., Range 10 

es 

Tract No. 16—West nex of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 4 N., Range 11 Wes 

Tract No. 17—Sec. 36, Tw. 4N., Range 
11 West. 

The following lands in Grant County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 18—N. E. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 4 West. 

Tract No. 19—N. W. quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 4 West. 

Tract No. 20—North half and S. W. 
— of Sec. 16, Twp. 27 N., Range 5 

es 


Tract No. 21—N. ba quarter of Sec. 
36, Twp. 28 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 22—South — of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 28 on Range 5 West 

Tract No. 23—N. W. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 28 N., Range 5 Wes 

Tract No. 24—South halt of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 5 Wes 

Tract No. 25—South half of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 26—N. E. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 26 N. Range 6 West 
No. 27—South halt of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 28 N., Range 6 Wes 

Tract No. 28—South halt of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 27 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 29—N. E. or gga of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 27 N., Range 8 W 

Tract No. 30—South Shale of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 27 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 31—N. W. quarter ie 
quarter of Sec. 13, Twp. 27 N Rance %j 
West. 

The following lands in Greer County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 32—Sec. 16, Twp. 7 N., Range 
21 West. 

The following lands in Kiowa County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 33—S. EB. quarter of Sec. 17, 
Twp. 7 N., Range 15 West. 

No. Fr. N. E. cic of Sec. 
5, Twp. 6 N., Range 15 Wes 

The gn te Be lands in Liane County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 35—North half of S. W. quar- 
ter of Sec. 16, Twp. 15 N., Range 3 Eust. 

The following lands in Logan County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 36—S. W. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 2 Wi 

Tract No. 37—N. E. sentiee of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 2 West. 

Tract No. 38—West half and §S. B. quar- 
ter of Sec. 36, Twp. 16 N., Range 2 West. 

Tract No. 39—N. W. oe es of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 2 Wes 

Tract No. 40—East naif of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 2 West. 

W. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 3 West. 
AR No. 42—South half of Sec. 36, 


19 N., Range 3 West. 
Tract No. 43—N. W. quarter of Sec. 
36, Twp. 16. N., Range st. 
Tract Mo, 44—N. E. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 4 West. 


Semrope 


